








‘Raga has northern and Southern dimensions. Raga people are
border peoples. Raga Muslims have their own Islam.
Yasir Arman

Contested Borderlands

In 2011 Sudan faces its greatest challenge since independence: a referendum

on the secession of the south. If Southern Sudan becomes a separate state,

the north-south boundary will become an international border, the longest

and potentially most contentious in Eastern Africa. Relations between the
communities each side—and along the existing international borders of the
south—have been complicated by decades of civil war; they will be further
affected by the shock of separation. Studies in the Contested Borderlands series
examine the historical features of these communities and their role in Sudan’s
political future.

The Kafia Kingi Enclave

At the westernmost extremity of Sudan, Kafia Kingi is a key meeting point
between Darfur and the south of the country. This mineral-rich area is currently
under the administration of South Darfur, but is due to be returned to Raga
county, in Southern Sudan, under the terms of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace
Agreement. This report, based on extensive archival research and hundreds of
interviews in Sudan, tells the story of the people of Kafia Kingi and Raga, and
describes the choices they face today.
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Edward Thomas is the author of Islam’s Perfect Stranger: A Biography of the Sudanese
Religious Reformer, Mahmud Muhammad Taha (2010). He worked in Sudan and Egypt
for seven years as a teacher and researcher, and as a human rights officer for
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The Rift Valley Institute

The Rift Valley Institute (www.riftvalley.net) is a non-profit organization working
with communities and institutions in Eastern Africa. RVI programmes connect
local knowledge to global information. They include field-based social research,
training courses, support for local educational institutions and an online digital
library, www.sudanarchive.net.
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