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Editorial

 Investments and the Right to Development

Mahgoub El-Tigani

One path remains intact for successful governance: fighting state corruption, insuring public accountability, and placing national agenda above all partisan interests. 

Poverty and Underdevelopment

Poverty in Africa is a result of misguided development policies and practices, which have only increased the wealth of the rich. The emphasis of the African state on capital-intensive orientations, private land ownership, and large-scale mechanization instead of labor-intensive traditions and the other well-known African community-related activities (such as cooperatives and extended family systems) has always generated long-standing conflicts between peoples and governments, nomads and farmers, rural and urbanites. These developmental disputes are often escalated into violent ethnic and regional and/or political conflicts ensuing in huge losses of lives and property and violating gravely the rights of women, the elderly, and children (Bukuku & Mahmoud, 1989).

Throughout the post-independence decades, widespread governmental paternalism to achieve rapid economic growth has not successfully transformed African societies from economically backward to efficient and modernized systems of production. The main reason for this is the negligence of many national and international development policy-makers of the African traditional economic, political, and social and cultural realities. Contrary to the state bureaucratic impositions and/or the paternalistic prescriptions of external groups, African indigenous orientations emphasize integration of the whole social structure through cooperation, pluralism, collective bargaining, and compromise. Needles to say, these same value-orientations have been largely compatible with different forms of political pluralism, public freedoms, trades unionism, and international human rights norms despite the tendency of some politicians and social scientists to depict African tribalism and extended family relations as negative aspects of the modern life.

The fact of the matter is that African indigenous systems have always provided Africans with shelter, work, and medical and emotional treatment whenever Africans are deeply hurt by the alienating patterns of the so-called modern life under bureaucratic–authoritarian regimes or unfair systems of employment and work relations. Nevertheless, these indigenous safeguards have been recently deteriorating as a result of massive interventionist policies and practices by African governments in the rural part of the Continent. Again, these are often economic plans seeking to achieve rapid economic growth in terms of high rates of GNP by the adoption of large-scale mechanized agriculture, etc., at the expense of the indigenous social life.

The strategies adopted by some African governments to depress population growth by family planning were very unsuccessful, as they have antagonized the African prevailing agricultural mode, which is characterized further by a lacking in the appropriate technology and the logical dependency of people on manual labor. By the year 2050, 1.2 billion people are projected as the African population. The movement of African peoples continues to reflect the disturbances made into the social structure by such strategies that have produced urban primacy through the concentration of services and modern facilities and the immediate and direct marginality of rural areas. 

In Africa, export manufacturing policies have been a viable way to boost buoyant export earnings than primary production, more employment and income distribution, and multiple internal economic linkages in advancing the process of producing raw materials and strengthening intermediate input service. Nevertheless, the fact that Multi-National Corporations (MNCs) control both technology and capital makes it difficult for Less Developed Countries (LDCs) to gain from export manufacture fully. The African experience indicated the nature of the multi-national manufacturing enterprise that account for many of the shortcomings of import substituting industrialization in Africa, as Legum et al (1980:174) correctly stated. Despite all these difficulties, however, Tanzania managed to increase agricultural productivity on the basis of active and encouraged efforts of popular organizations in the 1970’s (Lele, 1975). 

All over the Continent, massive migration to the cities continues to compound this pattern of uneven development with rural migration as high as the natural increase of the urban population. With these has come a high rate of illiteracy, unemployment, destitution and impoverishment, in addition to the inadequacy of education, health, and all of the other facilities. Hence, over time, a high rate of mortality, a high rate of fertility to replace the death rate, and a defaulting state performance in the attempts to control the increasing level of impoverishment among the populace have accumulated.

International migration poses another serious mechanism for perpetuating poverty. This is another aspect of the underdevelopment disaster of the African peoples, which is created for the most part by political oppression and economic failures of African governments. As a depleting form of human resources, the African drift of skilled professionals and skilled workers outside the Continent has actually stripped Africa of its trained manpower, which is certainly one of Africa’s most important components of modernity, development, and social change. This brain drain is a direct reason for the shortages evident in the African development planning and administration (Galal El-Din, 1979; Gregory, 1979; Abu-Lugud, 1982; Mahmoud, 1992).

The continuous hostility of anti-democratic systems of rule to African intellectuals, academicians, and political leaders who oppose state policies or practices is often augmented by a persistent denial of social welfare programs to the other opponents of the ruling elite, including the geographical areas of the populations involved. Very often, the hostility is extended beyond the national borders to include the neighboring countries and their ruling systems or populations, as was clearly shown by the reprisals earlier exchanged between Somalia and Ethiopia, Senegal and Mauritania, Ghana and Nigeria, and recently dealt with between Uganda and Zaire, etc.
A Long Path of Democratic Transition

Anti-democratic systems of rule must be held responsible for the poor quality of life that Africans have been made to suffer since the colonial times throughout the existing half of the twentieth century. Most of the difficulties involved in the transition of African states to democratic rule must also be seen in the light of the residual obtained from both colonial and anti-democratic governments. Problems such as the cult of leadership, prolonged anti-democratic legal succession, negation of periodical transfer of power, and military intervention in civil rule are largely related to colonial policies, as well as the post-independence failures to preserve and promote African interests.

This situation is clearly articulated throughout the Cold-War Era and its disastrous impact on Africa and African people. Dictatorial regimes have been encouraged by external Cold-War politics and economic interests to rule Africa with iron and blood for more than 3 consecutive decades. Having been drastically abused in the politics of the Cold-War Era, Africa now faces a new international reality in which meager regional support and a declining international aid threaten to degrade the Continent more than ever before under the prevailing outstanding debt of African states to foreign donors.

These problems have brought about a permanent state of civil strife which is largely motivated by economic, social, cultural, and political factors that, in their turn, have perpetuated the ongoing crisis of poverty, drained resources, and destruction of infrastructures. The size and volume of casualties in African contemporary wars amount to an overall genocide in almost every part of the Continent. Millions of people have been extra-judicially killed in the war zones of Sudan, Mozambique, Angola, Liberia, Somalia, Burundi, Rwanda, and Zaire. And yet, the toll of war is haunting the newly established democracies of South Africa and Ethiopia. 

Added to this are the dangerous internal feuds that erupted between fundamental religious groups - the Inqaz of Algeria, the Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt, or the Lord forces of Uganda - versus the authorities. In a drastic development of this sort of conflict, however, the Sudan witnessed an escalated national war between the National Islamic Front (NIF), a small fundamentalist group that managed to seize political power by a military coup from a democratically elected government, and the majority of the nation opposing NIF rule.

The solutions advocated for African democracy and viable economic development is multi-faceted. In the first place, democracy has to be nurtured in the domestic life of each society to avoid a false replacement by dictatorial regimes that could be coated with slogans of human rights and democratic freedoms, without any actual commitment or necessary structures of democratic rule. Political party-building, free and fair elections, systems of local governments and regional autonomous rule or decentralization of central government amongst the provinces, and a healthy relation between the armed forces and civil society are preconditions for stable democracy, explained the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, Washington, DC (Schmitz & Gillies, 1992; Mahmoud, 1993).

These rules have been followed to some extent in the experiences of Sudan, Nigeria, and Gambia (before the military seizure of power in these countries), Ghana, Mali, Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Angola, Mozambique, Botswana, Zambia, Tunisia, Algeria, and Egypt. Still, much is needed to strengthen popular participation in decision-making and to reduce state monopoly over political and economic power. Of particular interest, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) austerity measures and adaptation programs proved to be devastating to the vast majority of African peoples. There is a critical need, notwithstanding, to apply a principle of conditionality by these financial institutions to support the ongoing pressures of African democratic forces on the anti-democratic systems of rule to force them to speed up democratic transitions.

In general, the promotion of human rights education by the application of United Nations (UN) standards in contemporary life, the enhancement of international and regional cooperation and coordination between African states, democratic countries, and human rights organizations, and the advanced process of democratization in the African context constitute an important prerequisite for the implementation of a viable system of rule which alone could guarantee a healthy system of governance, including the criminal justice system and the treatment of offenders.

As emphasized by international human rights norms, social progress and development, the eradication of hunger and malnutrition, the use of scientific and technological progress in the interest of peace for the benefit of mankind, the right of peoples to peace, the right to development, the right to enjoy culture through the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of humanity for justice and liberty and peace are indispensable to the dignity of man. They constitute a sacred duty, which all the nations must fulfill in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern. Related to this, African religious orientations and cultural traditions must be fully considered in the process of democratizing the Continent. State manipulation of these values should be strongly prohibited by a principled adherence on the part of both government and civil society to ensure the freedom of thought, expression, and religious beliefs.

The Women’s Rights

The promotion of women’s rights is underway in several African states in accordance with the strong pressures exerted by women’s organizations and the continuous support of human rights NGOs. Uganda and Burkina Fasou are examples of women’s increased participation in parliament or other government structures to correct the unjust imbalances of African governance. But most African governments need to recognize women’s rights in political and economic terms.

Since 1979, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN, 1988:113), has eloquently stated that, “discrimination against women violates the principles of equality of rights and respect for human dignity … hampers the growth of the prosperity of society and the family, and makes more difficult the full development of the potentialities of women in the service of their countries and of humanity.” Low levels of women’s participation in marriage and childbearing decision-making, leadership of the public life, and opportunities of employment in the modern sector are repeatedly observed in the African arena.

The Convention affirmed the strengthening of international peace and security, the relaxation of international tension, mutual cooperation among all States irrespective of their social and economic systems, general and complete disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament under strict and effective international control, the affirmation of the principles of justice, equality and mutual benefit in relations among countries. Social progress and development will also be promoted by the realization of the right of people under alien and colonial administration and foreign occupation to self-determination and independence, as well as respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity. It will further contribute to the attainment of full equality between men and women. (For more details on these issues, see Human Rights in Africa, Mellen, NY, 2005 by this writer.)

The CPA: Is It a New Start for Sudan?

In January 2005, a Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) signed by both Government of Sudan (GOS) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) made it possible to establish a Government of South Sudan (GOSS) significantly different from the regional government of the South by the Addis Ababa Agreement 1972. Unlike the 1972’s accord, the CPA makes of the GOSS an influential partner in the central legislative, executive, and judicial affairs of the country. Most importantly, the CPA provides a possible model for the other regions of the country that, like the South, suffered the brunt of uneven development, political persecution, and social and cultural marginalization.

Developing the South, as well as the other regions of Sudan, has never been a major goal of governance in Sudan. As such, the realization of the right to development never forced itself as the most realistic goal-achievement for the ruling elites of the country. Like their African counterparts, both central and regional rulers of Sudan wasted the state finances and administrative inputs in the promotion of bureaucratic-authoritative systems of power that steeped down the living standards of people, let alone the disasters of civil war, ethnic cleavages, and the other negativities of the non-democratic systems of rule. As a result, state corruption, ethno-regional hostilities, and oligarchy overshadowed the political life of Sudan since colonial times throughout the post-independence governments.

In this Quarterly, The SHRO-Cairo Secretary General reported with some detail the performance of the post-CPA government. What deserve careful pause, however, are the early symptoms of bureaucratic investments that showed up in a number of decisions undertaken by the new Government of National Unity (GONU). 

These decisions have undoubtedly antagonized the needs of the Sudanese people (as is earlier analyzed with respect to Africans) for they are not adequately addressed to the public needs; but rather centered on beautification of cities with high commissions to the ruling elites and the private businesses at the expense of agrarian reform, the provision of modern housing, education, and health programs, and the dire need to erect sufficient infrastructural projects to prepare the South, or the other underdeveloped regions of the country, to the required standards of development and the good life.

Of these bureaucratic schemes, the al-Sunut 4 billions’ residential scheme of al-Mogran, the Niles confluence in Khartoum, dealt a severe blow to the popular hopes to start afresh a New Sudan investment differently from the classical failures of the Khartoum-controlled development planning and administration. The approval of the project’s non-relevant priorities (splendid hotels and palaces) to development needs by the new ministry of investments, in close collaboration with the ruling party’s Wali (governor) of Khartoum, carried a frustrating message to the recurrent call by the state minister of agriculture in the same GONU cabinet to supply her ministry with sufficient funds for agrarian reform. The contradictory policies of the two New Sudan ministries resembled a continuity of the chronic bureaucratic failures of development and a show-down of the principles underlying the internationally-recognized right to development.

On another key issue of political development by power sharing, the South Sudan Government received an open letter of protest from the Nuer parliamentarians in the South Sudan legislative assembly. The letter criticized the post-CPA ethnic composition of the power structures of the South since many posts have been allocated for a specific ethnic group at expense of the other groups that equally deserve fair representation by population size and the other criteria. The MPs asked His Excellency Lt. General Salva Kiir Mayardit, 1st Vice President of the Republic President of the Government of Southern Sudan, to "find a way to address grievances to the satisfaction of the constituencies."

It is the hope of peace supporters, as well as supporters of stable democracy and sustainable development in Sudan, that a serious consideration shall be made by the competent authority of the GOSS to address the important concerns the MPs decided to share with the public at large. The time that South or North Sudan state decision-making was only closed to party circles is virtually gone: South Sudan has a significant leading role to rest in peace the Sudan's governance crisis with constituency-based decisions, rather than partisan dominance.


By the Naivasha Comprehensive Peace Agreement, the GOSS, political leadership, parliament, and executives constitute a major part of the Sudan's path to acquire wise governance and democratic change. President Kiir and his respectful government would hopefully help to move the traditions of Sudan governance into a New Era of effective popular participation in decision making. Not only that restructuring an ethnically-dominated power structure to favor fair representation of a region's diverse competencies is a promising step towards a new horizon of democratic governance. It is equally a genuine move to stabilize the CPA all over Sudan, as a multi-ethnic Nation.

The most important investment is the actual development of the human individual and the human society. Taking human lives, abusing the human dignity, and corrupting public property are on top of the worst violations by Sudanese governors. One path remains intact for a successful transition: fighting state corruption, insuring public accountability, and placing the national agenda above all partisan interests. 

ِA Year  Since Inauguration

Mohamed Hassan Daoud, 

SHRO-Cairo Secretary General
All in all, the partnership of the National Congress and the SPLM in accordance with the CPA did not change policies of the ruling regime, or its orientations.

For more than two months of political maneuvering and bargaining, a government of national unity was sworn to office on September 22, 2005. The new government would last for 4 years after which a legislative, executive, and political system would be established by national election all over Sudan.

It is difficult to describe the new government as a broadly-based national government that is qualified to accomplish the transitional governance, including the permanent peace, pluralist democracy, human rights, justice, and equality. 
The government was formed in accordance with the Peace Comprehensive Agreement (CPA) signed in January 2005, which granted 52% of the power structure to the ruling party, 28% to the SPLM, 14% to the northern opposition, and 6% to the southern opposition.

The National Congress Party (NCP) ruling party overwhelmed the new government, except for a slight change in the former ministries of which 12 ex-ministers were reinstated presidential advisers with ministerial or higher portfolios. 
The new coalition might be identified, at best, as a non-balanced bilateral partnership between the peace partners, the government and the SPLM. The latter, however, showed dissatisfaction with the allocation of several ministerial positions in the new government. 

The SPLM Chairperson, Mr. Salva Kiir, complained that the NCP behavior towards the division of powers indicated that the NCP was not interested in democratic transition. The SPLM Chairperson added that, “We would allow the NCP to take what they want for 6 years; after that, every one should go their way.” 

Rejecting the 14% share as disproportionately representative of its political size, the National Democratic Alliance, which is composed of the opposition parties of the North, refused to participate in the GONU. In October-November, however, the NDA agreed apparently to be part of the government, perhaps in response to external pressure. 
Still, the NDA is divided amongst its own parties of which many agreed to participate only in the legislative body of the transitional rule. The NDA, furthermore, was compelled to allow each of its members to join the executive or judicial bodies if they so wish. 

The two non-sovereignty ministries and a state minister position for the NDA were occupied by non-party members, which affirmed the non-participation of the NDA political parties in the new government. The participation in the legislative body, however, is ambiguous since the NDA parties thought that they could play the roles of both opposition and government parties in the observance of government performance. 
The government and the SPLM believe that a parliament entrusted with the mission of executing the CPA could not possibly be composed of an opposition group besides the government. Additionally, the non-NDA influential parties of Sadiq al-Mahdi-led Umma Party and the Hassan al-Turabi Popular Congress Popular rejected, in turn, participation in the GONU. 

A year after signing of the CPA, the Sudanese political crisis still lingers on. The approved Interim Constitution, despite the shortcomings of the procedure and content of its approval since months ago, was not translated in actual reality to workable provisions. 
The GONU of September 2005 and the new National Council (the appointed parliament of the transition rule) have not yet worked in harmony with one another, which slowed down the rhythm of implementing the CPA. 

The GONU major partners admitted the ongoing occurrence of this failure; each putting the blame on the other. In November, President Omer al-Bashir announced before a conference of his party that the transformation of the SPLM from a military movement to a political party is one of the causes. 
The spokespersons of the SPLM, however, considered “the bureaucracy that had been rooted in the country since independence times and the spread of corruption” the main causes of the crisis. A top official of the SPLM affirmed further “the political parties that have not been satisfied with their share throughout the preceding years will strongly resist political change.”

Clearly, the SPLM leaders pointed out certain groups inside the Congress Party that haven’t adjusted their earlier unilateral politics to the transition’s partnership even though these hostilities might destroy the CPA or expedite the separation of the South in the final analysis. 
Another incidence of the sort pertained to a harsh media campaign waged against the labor state minister SPLM leader Dr. Mohamed Yusif Ahmed al-Mustafa who called for a necessary revision of the present-time unions’ law to be compatible with the Constitution and the CPA. 

The SPLM leader also called for union elections under the supervision of a non-partisan body to ensure fair results. Equally important, the minister called on fair consideration to the employment of the dismissed employees of the State [since the NIF military coup in June 1989]. 
The campaign was led by Dr. Ibrahim Gandor, the ruling party’s secretary of professional affairs, who is also chairperson of the government-controlled Sudan Workers’ Federation.  Gandor emphasized that the call on reinstituting the dismissed employees “was insane because many died, or retired, or became members of non-existent workplaces.” 
Ibrahim Gandor supported strongly the disfiguration of the Sudanese unions since 1990 by state laws that changed the independent unions to a baseless unified group of both private and public sectors’ employer side-by-side with the private sector workers, state workers and/or employees, professionals, technicians, doctors, and engineers, etc. 

The stand of the state minister of labor against the unions’ law was not personal. His stand represented the SPLM official policy which aimed to change all the existing laws of the State with a view to revise them as soon as all government structures would be completed in accordance with the CPA. 

The position of the state minister of labor was not exceptional: all ministers who belonged to parties other than the ruling Congress had been facing the same conflicts. None of them was granted sufficient freedom to act in her/his official jurisdiction.

The relations between the two peace partners, the Congress and the SPLM, witnessed many other conflicts. 

The SPLM did not recognize the National Capital, the center of all federal institutions, as a state of the North. The conflict erupted in the holy month of Ramadan (September-October) when the authorities of the Khartoum State closed all restaurants and cafeterias. 
The SPLM considered the closure as a violation of the rights of non-Muslims. Deng Alore, a leading member of the SPLM, said that Kahrtoum couldn’t be recognized as a northern state “why is it we exist in it? If al-Mutaafi, the governor of Kharotum, wants to run a northern state he should move to another place.”

SPLM also asked for a new date for meetings of the council of ministers instead of Sunday, the Christian holiday, similar to the decision by the Government of South Sudan to exclude Friday, the Muslim day of prayers, from government meeting.

The SPLM accused its partner of pitying the Misairiya people against the experts’ report on demarcating the borders of the disputed area of Abyie. “The NCP,” said the SPLM, “is motivated by greed in the Abyie oil.”

A visit made by Mr. Salva Kiir the GOSS President to the United States aroused a wave of criticisms by the al-Mutamar ruling Congress Party and the local media agencies. Several Congress leaders, led by Vice President Ali Osman Mohamed Taha, expressed serious reservations about the visit of Mr. Kiir as a president of the South, rather than First Vice President of the Sudan. Kiir announcements in the United States were negatively received by other commentators as well. 

It was reported that Mr. Salava Kiir was surprised of the Washington reception of Lieutenant-General Salah Gosh, director of the Sudanese Intelligence, “who was accused of crimes of war.” Kiir accused his partner of trying to control the oil fields in the South. 
Kiir said in a meeting at the Wilson Center that the northern governments had consistently planned to seize the oil fields of the South “up to my village in Gogrial.”

SHRO-Cairo noticed that the Presidency of the transitional period, which included the head of state and his two vice-presidents and the other assistants, was almost non-existent since it did not hold a single meeting since its establishment. 

The newly-appointed National Council held only 10 sessions since its inception in September 2005. This transitional parliament has not yet agreed on a working procedure. The legislature has not yet decided on who of its SPLM or Congress deputies would be eligible to act for the Speaker in the case of absence.

Some of the Congress hostile groups to the peace treaty seemed to work diligently to stop the promised change by agreement. Some of these elements, Abd al-Rahim Hamdi and al-Tayeb Mustafa [the president’s cousin] announced in public an invitation to separate the South from the North if the price of unifying Sudan “is a withdrawal of the Islamic Project.”

The loss of the historic leader of the SPLM John Garang in an air crash by the end of August overshadowed the Sudanese political arena besides mixing up cards of the political game. Perhaps the biggest negativity of the grave loss of the only leader the SPLM had known over two decades was related to the fact that the SPLM might confine its energies to the South per se and that the notion of New Sudan that Dr. Garang so dearly adopted might eventually collapse, which would increase the possibilities of separation. 

Added to the fact that Garang had earlier succeeded to maintain the SPLM unity, including a reduction of ethnic divisions, he equally earned the respect and the support of many northerners who sought in him a prevailing hope to do away with the ruling regime of Khartoum to realize similar rights and freedoms in the North as guaranteed by treaty in the South. These included a removal of the Islamic Shari’a from State laws. 

True, the SPLM leadership moved swiftly to fill the gap of Garang’s sudden departure. A successor of Garang, however, would not immediately acquire the same political and diplomatic knowledge and expertise, or the same abilities that Garang possessed to negotiate for rights and freedoms. 
It seemed unclear whether Garang’s successor would maintain the same concerns for the New Unified Sudan that “cherishes equality, secularism, and democracy,” especially in the face of a tendency to independence amidst most of the southerners inside the SPLM and others.

After signing the CPA and the return of Garang to Khartoum and the announcement of transforming the SPLM to a political party, thousands of people in the North hurried to join the new party. With the departure of Garang and the declining role of Garang’s close colleagues, such as Pagan Amum, Nihial Deng, and Deng Alore, it would be difficult to project the future of the SPLM as a political party in the North, which might further weaken the chance of making a New Sudan.

The Congress Party took opportunity of the SPLM situation during and after the shocking loss of Dr. John Garang to view the SPLM as a mere southern party whose aspirations   stood right behind the borders of the South, not as a major partner of the Congress in the Sudan’s governance. 
The Congress attitude was crystal clear in the monopoly the party exercised over the key executive ministries of defense, the interior, finance, and justice in addition to the ministry of energy and minerals that had been originally allocated to the SPLM. 

Despite the fact that the idea of a New Sudan transcended the issues of power and wealth distribution to a radical change of governance that would command the pride and respect of the people of Sudan, the monopoly of power structures by the Congress party restricted the role of the SPLM as a significant element in the process of democratic transition. It might equally curb the unionist trend inside the Movement.

The determination of the ruling party to reserve most authorities to the party rank-and-file, in addition to the SPLM concentrated concerns for the South, would increase the country’s slippery into schisms were the South decided to separate from the North. The Nuba Mountains, Southern Blue Nile, and Abyie comprised three special regions whose situation was not finalized in the negotiations of the comprehensive peace. 

Similar to the armed movements of western and eastern Sudan, other armed movements were staged in the North in protest of the unabated marginalization, political negligence, and uneven development between different regions of the country. 
The isolation of the SPLM from these movements would reduce the possibilities of establishing a New Sudan that would otherwise connect the forces of change in the whole nation, whether in the NDA or the non-NDA parties, or the elites or marginal groups of the eastern and western parts of Sudan.

All in all, the partnership of the Congress and the SPLM according to the CPA did not change the policies of the ruling regime or its orientations. The ruling party continued to behave as an upper hand authority over the other parties. It maintained the executive powers besides full seizure of the legislative bodies. 
This authoritative position allowed the Congress to negotiate with the NDA with almost full exclusion of the NDA/Congress partner, the SPLM. This situation allowed the Congress to run bilateral negotiations with the Darfur rebels before the SPLM was able to join them for the first time in the seventh round of negotiations by the end of November.
The process of making a real democratic transition in the country to make true its stability and unity would continue to hinge on the establishment of a strong unity of all forces of change, the political parties and the other civil society groups, in a unified front to press on the ruling regime to break the one-party system of rule that still haunts with backwardness the Sudan’s modernity and civil rule.

Observations on the Transitional Constitution 

SHRO-Cairo Secretariat-General

The INC should include an overruling principle that all laws of the State in contradiction with constitutional texts shall conform ultimately to the international human rights norms.

The Sudan’s Constitution for the Interim Period (hereinafter the INC) is a constitutional framework to protect the fundamental freedoms and human rights of citizens compared to its predecessor the 1998’s constitution. The 2005 document, however, is rife with negative points that fall short of the international human rights norms. 
Although the Sudan Human Rights Organization Cairo Office is convinced that the INC by itself will not stop human rights violations, the existence of constitutional guarantees to respect, protect, and develop human rights constitutes an effective legal tool to prevent the excessive commission of violations.    

Perhaps one of the biggest violations that accompanied the preparation of the INC, which included 16 chapters with 227 articles, was the absence of a large section of the Sudanese political parties and a great many civil society groups. The preparatory panel of the constitutional draft consisted of 14 members equally divided between the peace partners, the SPLM and the government.
The Principles and Resources of the Constitution

SHRO-Cairo cordially welcomes the provision of Article (1) of the constitutional draft that recognizes the respect and realization of “the human dignity.” This obligation, however, is not equally emphasized by the other articles on the sources of legislation. Article (5) of the INC, for example, states that legislation in the regions, other than South Sudan, shall find its sources in the Shari’a and popular consensus (5-1). 

Article 5 of the Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan stipulates that law making is based on: “(a) The Interim National Constitution; (b) the Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan; (c) customs and traditions of the people of Southern Sudan; (d) popular consensus of the people of Southern Sudan; and (e) any other source as it may determine without prejudice to Article 2 of the Interim National Constitution.” 

SHRO-Cairo believes the INC failed to mention the international human rights norms as a source of legislation. This negligence might create difficult problems of interpretation and application if the Shari’a-based laws or another conventional law come in contradiction with the standards of international human rights law. It is worthy mentioning, at this point, that Article 27 of the Vienna Agreement requires the States Parties not to use local laws to avoid international obligations. 

Articles 27-48 of the INC embraced many human rights. By Article 27, all the rights and freedoms of the international human rights conventions that Sudan ratified constitute an irrevocable part of the INC. Article 27, however, has not clearly stated that these ratified conventions shall enjoy the same legal recognition that the other articles of the constitution enjoy. The Article has not equally mentioned that these rights and freedoms shall be enforceable by the courts of Sudan. 

The constitutionally-recognized human rights by the INC include the right to life, personal freedoms and security of the person, safety from enslavement and servitude; equality before the law; non-subjection to torture or degrading treatment; fair trial; the equal rights for men and women; the right to education, privacy, ownership of property, beliefs; and the freedom of assembly and association. 
SHRO-Cairo notes, however, that the INC has not mentioned, in any direct way, other rights and freedoms. This default opens the door to subsequent problems in the interpretation and/or the application of the international obligations of human rights. 

Article 33 of the INC prohibits tortures or any degrading or cruel treatment. This prohibition, however, is not virtually applicable, so long as the Sudan laws continue to apply physical punishments such as flogging, limb amputations, or stoning to death as cruel punishments, according to international norms. 
The Organization believes that, in addition to Article 33 that outlaw tortures, the constitutional text should provide for legal guarantees for the accused persons; for example an immediate and fair judicial investigation should be enforceable in all cases of torture whose perpetrators must be prosecuted and/or put to trial.

Article 34, the Right to Fair Trial, embodies the necessary guarantees of a fair trial, including the right to timely know the cause of arrest or accusation; the right to a public trial before independent and qualified judges; the right to innocence until proven guilty; the right of the accused to freedom of tortures or criminal liability for non-criminalized acts in the commission of crime; and the right to legal consultation. 

This article, however, has not included some of the guarantees provided by Article 9 and Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; for example, the need to bring the accused promptly before a judge, “to be tried without undue delay,” or to be released on bail. 

Article 9 (3) of the same covenant provides for the right “to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention,” and the right to compensation for unlawful arrest or detention. The accused is further granted the right to appeal to a higher court by international norms. 

Article 34 of the INC affirms the provision for legal aid to the accused person only in the trial stage, while international norms allow legal consultation throughout the prosecution stage of the case, as well as the managerial investigation. 
There are rights that seem confined to citizens, i.e., not for all persons in the State; for example, the right to privacy by Article 37; the right to free expression and  information by Article 39; the right to education by Article 44; and the right to equal opportunities in social welfare and health services are restricted to citizens. 
The organization considers these restrictions discriminatory against non-citizens of the State, is a violation of international norms. 

Relegating the Constitution to State Laws: The formulation of many constitutional provisions on fundamental rights and freedoms has been accompanied with clauses subjecting the constitution to “prescribed laws”: for instance, the freedom of beliefs (Article 38), the right to vote (Article 41), and the right to own property (Article 42). 
SHRO-Cairo believes the constitution is the source of all laws of the State, not vice versa. All statutory laws should be adjusted in full compliance with the constitutional rules. 
A number of the prescribed laws of the State violate gravely the  international norms. For instance, the criminal law allows the infliction of cruel or degrading penalties on the convicted persons; and the law of personal status 1991 censors the women’s rights.

Moreover, the law of evidence, the practices of implementing the Public Order Act, and the negative effects of some habits and traditions conflict with the fundamental rights and freedoms, especially those of women and children.  

The INC should include an overruling principle that all statutory laws in contradiction with the constitutional rules shall ultimately conform to the international human rights norms. Because international human rights and conventions comprise an organic part of the INC, none of these international norms should be susceptible to reduction or negation in text or interpretation by State laws.  
The Death Penalty

Article 36 of the INC adopts the death penalty for major crimes “in accordance with the law.” 
The Organization believes that the death penalty must be abolished as a cruel and degrading punishment that violates the fundamental right to life. The death penalty is never correctible if applied. Countless cases of condemned persons were found innocent after executions had been done. The continuous application of death has not yet reduced the rate or the size of murders. 

The Organization supports the international trend to prohibit executions. Until Sudan would be keeping pace with the States that abolished the death penalty, which included 12 African States, the Criminal Law 1991 must be cleared from this penalty. Towards this end, the INC should lay out strong guarantees to control the death penalty. 
Article 23 of the INC states that executions should not be enforced on the persons whose ages are less than 18 years of age, pregnant women or breast-feeding women, or persons above 10 years in age “unless such persons committed Qasas or Hudud crimes.” 
This clause has virtually stripped the INC from its internationally-recognized guarantees. The Hudud crimes are defined in the Sudanese law in terms of specific cases of theft, defamation, armed robbery, adultery, wine-drinking and apostasy. The INC, furthermore, has not clearly exempted children or women from death penalty if they commit Hudud crimes
SHRO-Cairo points out the fact that the Constitution of 1998 included similar provisions, which never protected the accused persons, including children and elderly, from death penalty by unfair trials. 

The guarantees our Organizations calls for to curb the increasing rate of death punishment, until it would be completely abolished by law, encompass the stoppage of executions on the major crimes: the assurance of fair trials according to international norms: the recognition of the right to appeal before higher courts: and the protection from death penalty for all children younger than 18 years of age at the time of the commission of crime, as well as the elderly above 70 years of age, the mentally retarded, and the pregnant or mothering women. 

Freedom of Expression, Association and Assembly

Article 39 of the INC recognizes the right to freedom of expression, information, and the press. 
The freedom of expression is a right as well as a protection of many other rights because it realizes the right to voice opinions and transmit ideas, the right to receive and impart information, and the freedom of press and the other media. 

Article 40 provides for the right to the free association and assembly. The article regulates the formation of political parties. Para 3-b of the Article disallows the formation of a new party in the national level unless the party’s program would be committed to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. This means that a political party which criticizes the agreement or holds certain reservations about it will not be recognized by law, i.e., it will be excluded from the political arena.

Articles 39 and 40 restrict the freedom to expression and information and the right to association and assembly to “prescription by law,” as well as organization, “according to the laws of a democratic society.” 
Here, the Organization affirms that the rights that had been recognized by the 1998 Constitution were frequently violated or even suspended by the Criminal Law 1991, which never complied with the constitution, or by presidential acts or decrees. The freedom of expression was frequently curtailed as “crimes against the State,” or by violations of the Law of the Press and Publications. 

SHRO-Cairo believes that the restrictions imposed on the freedom of expression by Articles 39 and 40 of the INC “as would be organized by the law” will eradicate the essential constitutional guarantees that protect these fundamental freedoms and human rights. 

The Organization calls on the immediate amendment of the Sudan laws to comply with the constitution and the international human rights norms. The Organization also believes that the discussion or critique of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement should be fully protected as a genuine right for all citizens or groups,

The Agreement should never be used as an excuse to deprive people of the full enjoyment of freedoms or human rights. 
Suspended Rights of Women and Children

Chapter II of the INC “principles and guidelines” consists of a number of fundamental rights, including women’s and children’s rights. Article 22 of the INC, however, says that the provisions of the chapter are not “directly” or spontaneously enforceable. 
The Article stipulates the provisions included in the chapter are not enforceable by courts; but the principles mentioned in the chapter are considered premises of governance to which the State is obligated, especially in law-making. 

The Organization is gravely concerned for the negligence of the women’s and children’s rights in the INC. We ask for the enforcement of the entire provisions of Chapter II in the Sudanese courts, particularly Article 13 (education, sciences, humanities and social sciences, cultures and the cultural heritages), Article 14 (children, youth, and sports), Article 15 (the family, women, and marriage), and Article 19 (public health).

Article 14 on children, youth, and sports states that, “the State directs the policies and provides the abilities to youth welfare to develop themselves mentally and physically. The State protects children from moral or physical abuse or negligence.” The contents of this article fall short of the provisions by the International Agreement on Children’s Rights of which Sudan is a party. 

Article 15 on the family, women and marriage prohibits compulsory marriages. The Article affirms the State “liberates women from injustices, enhances gender equality, and supports the women’s role in the family and the public life. Article 22, however, describes these commitments as “a general principle” for courts. 

Although Article 32 recognizes the principle of non-discrimination by gender, the article falls short of realizing the necessary guarantees to respect, protect, and recognize the women’s rights. Article 32 stipulates “equal rights for men and women to enjoy civil, political, social, cultural, and economic rights, including the right to equal wage for equal work.” 

The INC has not committed the State to take positive measures in all aspects of the social life to enhance development of the women’s status. Nor has it adopted a clear principle not to use any traditional, historical, religious, or cultural concepts to justify violation of the women’s rights.

Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

Article 44 of the INC ascertains the State’s obligation to insure primary education to all citizens without discrimination. Article 46 emphasizes the provision for equal opportunity for all citizens to obtain public health care and medical services. 
The Organization believes that the right to education and health should be granted for all people in the country, not only citizens of the State, as is required by international norms. The Organization also holds that the text of Article 46 is not accurately phrased since it doesn’t aim to provide the highest level of health services for the whole population. 

SHRO-Cairo welcomes the constitutional texts on gender equality and the principle of equal pay for equal work. But these principles are not inclusive of the other labor rights by the International Labor organization (ILO) to which Sudan is a party. 
Equally importantly, the INC has not guaranteed the right to get food, housing, drinking water, and the other elements of the good life, as is included in Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

The Organization criticizes the INC “guiding principles of equal participation in the public wealth.” The INC principles have not placed a clear obligation upon the Government of Sudan to utilize, to the maximum degree possible, the available resources, including those obtainable by international cooperation, to realize the economic, social, and cultural rights by Article (2) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights.

Concerning the right to housing, land and property compensation, the INC ignored the importance of establishing an independent, transparent, and competent agency to assure fair compensations to the victims and to establish effective judicial measures and other procedures to enable the victims to obtain their rights in compensation and rehabilitation, etc. 

Chapter III of the INC (Article 190-d) recognizes the impacts of oil excavations on the local citizens and their rights. The INC hasn’t clearly indicated the need to avoid such effects by protecting the inhabitants from environmental hazards or any other risk, besides the need to develop the living standards of the indigenous population in the oil-producing areas.

The National Capital and the Non-Muslim Rights

The status of the National Capital is ambiguous. The government, nonetheless, wants to subject the Muslim population to the Islamic Shari’a Law with a clear exemption of the non-Muslims from that law.

Article 156 on the disposition of justice in the National Capital dictates that, it is the discretion of courts in passing penalties over non-Muslims to observe the Islamic principle that non- Muslims shall be subjected to Ta’zeer rather than Hudud penalties by law.

This policy is further supported by the right of the presidency to create a special agency for non-Muslims to assure they are not affected by the application of Shari’a Law in the National Capital. 
This distinction between the same citizens of the State contradicts international human rights norms, as well as articles of the INC itself, for example Article 31: “all people are equal before the law and are equally endowed with the right to enjoy law protection without any discrimination by race, or color, or gender, or religious beliefs, or political opinion, or ethnic origin.” 

The distinction is only applicable to the non-Muslims who live in the National Capital. But the non-Muslims who live in the other locations of the North are not protected by the INC. As a result of this, citizenship ceases to act as a basis or rights or duties, as indicated by Article 7-A of the INC.

The principle of non-discrimination in constitutional law is a major component of the international humanitarian law. Article 2 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights states that: “Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status.” 

The distinction between citizens before the law in the National Capital, added to Article 5 of the INC on the different sources of legislation in the North and the South, constitute a gross violation of the International Convention in question to which Sudan is a rectifying party. 

SHRO-Cairo is gravely concerned that Articles 60 and 92 of the INC offer the head of state and the members of parliament full immunity of accountability for the crimes against international law such as war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and the other crimes against humanity. 

Emergency Law

Article 211 allows the head of state to suspend all or part of the rights and freedoms by emergency law. Egregiously violating Article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the African Charter on Peoples’ and Individual Rights, the Sudan Government has often imposed a semi-permanent state of emergency law to exercise arbitrary arrest without legal charges or to suppress peaceful demonstrations. 
These violations are never permitted by the African Charter in a state of emergency law. Similarly, the International Commission on Human Rights has firmly explained the appropriate procedure of emergency law in its general observation No. 29, which condemned all abuses of the law of public emergency.

The INC should be amended to comply with Article 4 of the International Covenant: “In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, color, sex, language, religion or social origin.” 

The Covenant prohibits derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16, and 18, which include the inherent right to life, non-subjection to torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, slavery or servitude, the freedom of thought, conscience, and religion among others. 

Sudan is a State Party to the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (18 March 1986), the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (18 March 1986), the International Agreement on the Eradication of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (21 March 1971), the International Agreement on Children’s Rights (3 August 1990), the International Protocol on Children’s Rights, trafficking, prostitution, and pornography (2 November 2004), and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (18 November 1986). 

These provisions recognize the right to labor by the free choice of workers, in addition to training and rehabilitation, fair wages, secure and healthy labor conditions, equal opportunities for promotion, optimum working hours, and rest.

The Situation of Human Rights in Sudan:

March – November 2005

Heavy casualties continued unabated versus the unarmed people, especially the women and the children of Darfur. These gross human rights violations were systematically committed by the Government: approved by the Presidency and the National Congress ruling party, executed by the security department, army troops, the police, and the janjaweed militias, the atrocities were largely unheeded by the Attorney-General’s Chamber and often times mildly tried by the Judiciary.

In January 2005, the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) signed a comprehensive peace agreement, abrogated partially the emergency law in July, and approved an Interim National Constitution (INC) that included a bill of rights for the People of Sudan for the aftermath. Human rights violations, nonetheless, continued to occur in the country during the period of March-November 2005. Most of the fundamental rights and freedoms, such as the freedoms of expression, association, peaceful assembly, and movement were gravely violated. Hundreds of citizens were arbitrarily arrested and ill-treated with tortures. In most cases, the least rights of the detainees were denied, and their families were not told where to contact them.

Darfur was a region most susceptible to the violations. The region was a theater of unabated armed conflicts between the government troops supported by janjaweed militias and the Darfur rebels. The end of November witnessed the beginnings of a new round of negotiations between the two warring groups in the Nigerian capital Abuja. The 5-weeks’ sixth round of talks, which ended on October the 20th, failed to make peace. These talks, however, made an agreement on fundamental human rights with respect to the issue of power sharing.
Human Rights Violations

March the 2nd, the government forces, accompanied by janjaweed militias, attacked Wadi Dongiya in the al-Sha’riya District. The attack killed Abd-Allah Ahmed Abd-Allah, Ibrahim Hamdan Mohamed, Mohamed Hamad Khatir, Abd-Allah Mohamedain, Osman Hamad, Mohamed Adam Hassan, Osman Hamid, and Ishag Nasr Mohamedain. Gravely hurt by the attack were Sadiq Adam Mohamed Ahmed, Siddiq Ibrahim Elyas, Ahmed Adam Abbakar, al-Zain Adam Ali al-Zain, Abd al-Rahman Omer Osman, Abd al-Rahman Ali, Osman Yahya Mohamed, al-Tayeb Fadul Eissa, and Siddiq Abd al-Rahman Suliman. The transgressors stole hundreds of cattle and other properties and burnt the assaulted villages.

March the 6th, the security forces of the Khartoum Airport compelled the family members of Dr. al-Haj Adam Yusif, a leading member of the al-Mutamar al-Sha’bi, the Congress Popular Party (CPP), to leave the aircraft. His wife, Ikhlas Mohamed Ibrahim, and his sons, Salah (14), Mujahid (11), Ayah (9), and al-Zahra (7), were forcibly led to the Security Department Headquarters at the Airport, where they were subjected to a degrading treatment that included beatings and an unlawful ban from travel. 

The police and the security forces disbanded a peaceful assembly of secondary school students in the Adila District. Some students were arbitrarily arrested and severely tortured at the security offices. Later in that day, March the 7th, the same forces exercised an abuse of force, including the use of gun fires against a group of students that walked to the security offices to protest the arbitrary detention of their colleagues. Two students were killed and 6 others, including 2 girls, were gravely hurt. The whole town was then placed under a curfew.

March 17, the government-janjaweed forces made large-scale attacks on the villages of Jebel Mano, forcing thousands of people to flee the area. The Villages of Attash and Goz Mano were attacked and the village of Armo was completely demolished. The forces attacked a camp of displaced people in the area of Sali’a to get the displaced inhabitants to evacuate the camp. In this attack, Omda Abd al-Rahman Ahmed al-Mahdi was murdered, among others. These attacks took place 2 days only after the compulsory evacuation of humanitarian organizations from Western Darfur.  The United Nations Food, Oxfam, Save the Children, and Save the Children were pulled with others out of the heavily-displaced region.

On March 27, the security department arrested student Yahya Adam Yusif, head of the Kabkabiya Students’ League, from his residence at the University of Khartoum. Two days later, the police used excessive violence to disperse a students’ peaceful demonstration on its way to the office of the Vice-Chancellor of the university to ask for the release of the student. As a result of the security’s violence, two students were injured and two others were arbitrarily arrested. 
By the end of March, the government announced the trial of 140 suspects of crimes against humanity in Darfur. Some of the suspects were senior officers of the armed forces, and some were leaders of the janjaweed militias. The government’s statement was seen as a step to pre-empt upcoming resolutions by the United Nations Security Council to surrender the suspects to international trial. Many citizens, however, thought the government’s announcement was a masquerade since the announced suspects did not include any key officials. 
On March 31, the Security Council’s resolution 1593 required the government to surrender the suspects of war crimes in Darfur to the International Criminal Court in The Hague, the Netherlands. 

On April 2, the armed forces and janjaweed militias assassinated with gun fire al-Haj Abd-Allah Ahmed in his shop at the market of Kutum in al-Fasher West. The murderers sacked the money and goods of the shop. 

On April 6, the central office of the Umma Party was surrounded by the security forces that further arrested members of the party to frustrate a public celebration of the annual anniversary of the April Uprising 1985. The security aggression unmasked the real intentions of the government towards civil society activities, irrespective of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. 
Days prior to this attack, pro-government groups issued a fatwa [religious decision] calling on the assassination of Umma Leader Sadiq al-Mahdi who had earlier welcomed the Security Council resolution on the suspects of war crimes in Darfur. 

On April 7, a large group of security forces inspected the dwelling place of Mohamed Ibrahim Nugud, the Secretary General of the Sudanese Communist Party. Some party documents were confiscated by the inspection. Ironically, the security officers claimed that the inspection was “a cordial visit” to know about the party’s views on the UN Resolution No. 1593. 

April 6, the government-janjaweed troops launched an attack on three axes in the area of Khur Anshi in the western part of al-Fasher, killing two civilians, robbing property, and burning villages.

April 10, the police and security groups used extreme violence against the students of the Deleng University. Many students were wounded and others were arbitrarily arrested, including students Mohamed Merghani Musa and Yusif Dafa-Allah. Najm al-Deen Ja’far Adam Eissa died by gun fire, and Abbakar Adam Suliman was gravely hurt in his leg by police fire.

Three days later on, the police used excessive violence with the security forces to disperse a demonstration by the students of al-Nilain University, the Sudan University, and the University of Khartoum. The students protested the police attack on the Deleng University whose students accused supporters of the ruling Congress party of rigging the students’ elections. Among the students injured, the Beja student Khalid Mohamed Nur died after 3 days of intensive care in the Khartoum Hospital because he had been severely wounded in his head. 

April 17, a number of students were arrested from different places in the National Capital. Abbas al-Baqir was arrested in daylight at the Abu Jinzeer Square. He had been beaten up and transferred to the security headquarters before he was released later in the day; then re-arrested on April 19. Students Ronag Osman and Amal Hamad were arrested for a few hours on April 13. 
April 19, the police-security groups assaulted the student dorms in al-Fasher University. The students were severely beaten. Two students had been injured and two arrested before the police extended further tortures on the students the next day.  The arrests included: Mohamed Tahir, Ahmed Ibrahim Fedail, Mohamed Abd al-Aziz Karama, Mohamed Abd al-Rahman Bukhari, Ibrahim Abd al-Rahman al-Amin, al-Hadi Ali Osman, and Sharif Ahmed Daw al-Bait. 
April 21, the security authorities arrested Satti Mohamed al-Haj, Tariq Ahmed Qasim, and Fawaz Salih al-Sayed. These were relatives of officers extra-judicially executed on April 28, 1990. They were arrested for preparations of the annual anniversary of the April/Ramadan Rectification Movement. The Security Department released the arrested persons in response to a demonstration by their families at the gates of the security headquarters. Tariq Ahmed Qasim and Fawaz Salih al-Sayed reported they had been tortured during the detention, as well as the demonstrating families of whom a person was whipped 40 floggings. 

The security elements inspected the house of Martyr Osman Baloal at al-Riyadh residence in Khartoum. Many other relatives or members of the Ramadan Martyrs’ League were arbitrarily arrested or detained while preparing an exhibition for the anniversary. The evening of the same day, the authorities summoned Lawyer Sati’ Mohamed al-Haj for hours. The next day, Yusif Hussain of the Communist Party was also interrogated.

May 19, a large force of the police and the janjaweed attacked the Kalma Camp to evacuate the camp from the displaced citizens. The assault wounded 17 of the inhabitants who included Abd al-Rahman Ibrahim Karam al-Deen, Abd-Allah Abd al-Rahman, Abd-Allah Abd al-Ghani, Ismail Ibrahim Ali, and Eissa Ahmed.
May 18, the police and the security forces occupied lands inhabited by displaced people in the area of Soba al-Aradi that which led to violent confrontations between the two parties. As a result, 20 persons were killed, among them 14 policemen, and many civilians were injured. The police abuse of force versus the civilians was a gross violation of human rights. 
May the 22nd, 7 persons were arrested in Nyala: Hasab-Allah Hasab al-Nabi Eissa, Ibrahim Mohamed Gad-Allah, Mustafa Abd-Allah al-Jeail, Mohamed al-Gizouli Adam, Yasin Yusif Abd-Allah, Galal Shayib, and Isam Mohamed Yusif. The arrested persons were Arab Bedouins known for their rejection of the raids, killings, and forced displacement of the agrarian people of Darfur.

May 24, hundreds of armed policemen and security forces surrounded the areas of the displaced people in Soba al-Aradi, south of Khartoum, inspected the houses, and arrested a great number of the displaced people. The arrested persons were Mike Nich (Dinka), Mahmoud Gazira (Nuba), his son Abd al-‘Al, his daughter Hanan, and his brother Adil. Also arrested were al-Amin Koko, Anid Kao Liyo, and Akosh Kao Nioy.

May 24, al-Sayed Abd-Allah Daw al-Bait Ahmed of Soba al-Aradi was arrested and brutally tortured to death by the security forces. On June 11, subsequent to the armed confrontation between the displaced people and the police forces, al-Sayed Eissa Adam Abd-Allah was arrested and detained in an unknown place in the same location.

May 26, Salih Khamis Adam and Adam Suliman Zakariya of the Om Dom village of the Nyala Province were injured by janjaweed militias dressed in a military uniform. The perpetrators also robbed 186 of the village’s livestock.

On May 27, the security authorities arrested Ali Mahmoud Hasanain, the deputy chairperson of the Democratic Unionist Party. Hasanain was arbitrarily detained for 12 hours.

May 31, five women gathering wood for cooking outside the Kalma Camp were assaulted by the janjaweed. Fatima Abd-Allah Abd al-Karim was murdered, Hawa Sanin and Khadija Suliman Ahmed were injured, and two other women whose names were not disclosed were raped.

In the opening days of June the security forces arrested a number of Darfur activists in Khartoum: Mustafa al-Jameel, Mohamed al-Gizouli, Hasab-Allah Hasab al-Nabi, Ibrahim al-Zubair, Idris Ibrahim Haraka, Yasin Yusif Abd al-Rahman, and Hamdan Wad Falo. 

On June 3rd, a group of government-janjaweed troops attacked Labdo and Merilla in South Darfur, killing and wounding tens of the civilian population.

On June 14, the security authorities arrested Dr. Amna Dirar, the Secretary-General of the Beja Congress, from her workplace at the Ahfad Women University in Omdurman on her return from meetings held in Asmara to discuss the political situation of Eastern Sudan.

June 14, six armed persons dressed in army uniforms attacked a van on route between Mohajriya to Nyala. The transgressors robbed the passengers and battered them. Two aged women and a child were injured. Two of the assaulting band raped a Zagawa girl in her 16th. The raped girl reported the case to the Nyala Police Station; and yet, the medical authorities of the Nyala Police Hospital negated the occurrence of the rape. Another medical report, prepared by the independent Center of Amal (for the medication and rehabilitation of victims) ascertained the occurrence of rape.

On June 15, students supporting the ruling party committed acts of violence in the Ahliya University in Omdurman. The police and the security forces gave a blind eye to the violence, which apparently aimed to influence scheduled elections of an 8 years suspended students’ union. At some point, however, the police decided to intervene by arbitrarily arresting a number of the assaulted students and faculty members. These included student Adison Joseph Garang and faculty Tariq Mohamed Osman, and Abd al-Rafi’ Mustafa who had been brutally beaten and abandoned in a Khartoum suburb.

June 18, Mohamed Ibrahim Azraq, a lawyer from Darfur, was arrested from his home in Om Beda, Omdurman.

June 30, the security forces released from jail a group of the Beja Congress, Hashim Ali Dora and Abd al-Rahim al-Bora’yi, who had been earlier arrested in February in the city of Port Sudan. The Beja Congress members, Ali Hussain Ali, Mohamed Samara, Hussain Adam, and Dr. Mahmoud Osman Ibrahim were also released. 

June 30, other leaders and members of the Beja Congress, Abd-Allah Musa Abd-Allah (the BC Secretary General in the Red Sea Region), al-Amin Mohamed Tahir, Mohamed Habib Mohamed Tahir, Dirar Mohamed Dirar, Omer Bamkar, Mohamed Musa Eissa, Dr. Onor Seedy, Hashim Odis, Taj al-Sir Badr, Hashim Ali Dira, Abd al-Rahim Ali Bora’yi, Adarob Bakash, Khalifa Omer Ohaj, Ali Hussain Ali, Mohamed Samara, and Hussain Adam. 
Dr. Mahmoud Osman Ibrahim (the BC Secretary General in Kassala) was released in April together with members of the al-Mutamar al-Sha’bi, Dr. Hassan al-Turabi, Gibril al-Nayil, Ibrahim Sultan, Nour al-Din Adam Ali, Ahmed al-Shain al-Wali, Kamal al-Huda, Yusif Hajar, and Shareef Shayib. Many members of the same party, however, were not released.

July 9, the authorities claimed that the state of emergency had been ended. Gross human rights violations, however, were never abated. Tens of political detainees and prisoners of conscience remained in jail.

On the 17th of July, the police launched a savage attack on the displaced people of the Morny camp in Western Darfur. Two civilians, Mohamed Ibrahim Haron and Juma’ Dafa’-Allah were murdered. The other injured civilians were Mohamed Abd al-Karim Osman, Ramadan Ahmed Abd-Allah, Idris Abd al-Karim Adam, Khamis Abd al-Karim Adam, Abd-Allah Mohamed Yahya, Jamal Ibrahim Yagoub, Hassan Abbakar Ahmed, Arbab Khamis, Zakariya Adam Mohamed, Abbakar Ali Mohamed, Fadl Arbab Hassab, Abd al-Rahman Ramadan Abbakar, Karama Adam Abbakar, Jum’a Abd-Allah Bishr, Yusif Ibrahim Abd-Allah, and Mohamed Zakariya Hussain. 
July 20, more than 40 detainees of the opposition CPP went in open strike unless they would be released or put to trial. Nineteen of the detainees were hospitalized.

July 24, the government’s air force bombed Abu Hamra and the neighboring villages of Linda, Afaf and Abbakar Adam. Seven persons were killed, 4 children and 3 women, in addition to more than 17 persons were severely wounded. In the same day, Shangal Tobay was attacked by air and land forces. Many people were killed or injured.

On the 24th of July, the police and the security forces raided the student dorms of the faculty of economics in the Gezira University. Many students supporting the Equality and Justice Movement and/or the Sudan Liberation Army were battered and arrested. The detained students included Ali Adam Sabon, Mohamed Abd-Allah Baqal, Mohamed Ibrahim al-Tahir, Faisal Abd al-Rahman, Faisal Mahmoud al-Ghali, and Adam Ali Mahmoud.

July 24, the security forces of Port Sudan interrogated in two days three female lawyers, Nagla Mohamed Ali, Sana Hassan Babikir, and Halima Hussain Mohamed, for their legal activities in the women’s rights. 

July 30, the police frustrated by the use of force a peaceful strike by students of the Gezira University. The police arrested students, faculty, and lawyers in the next day. Those arrested on the 30th and 31st of July included Dr. Fath al-Rahman Abbas, Dr. Nabil Hamid, lawyer Isam Hassan, and lawyer Magdi Salim. The detained students were Hatim Abd al-Ghani Rahma, Siddiq Hassan Babikir, Shazli Mohamed Abd al-Rahim, Mohamed Abd al-Hakam Ibrahim, Ahmed Hussain Ibrahim, Fadl Ahmed Fadl al-Mola, Fayad Mubarak Mohamed Ali, Hisham Omer Ali, Abd al-Azim Abd al-Rahman Mohamed, Mohamed Hussain Osman, Hisham Omer Mohamed, and Merghani al-Karib Ahmed besides a number of the newly-graduated students, Hassan Abd al-Gadir Mohamed, Abubakr Sa’ad Ahmed, and Abd-Allah Haj Hamad.

July 31, the State Security Department arrested the DUP lawyer Magdi Salim, member of the Interim Constitution Committee, and subjected him to security interrogation in Khartoum, Medani, and al-Hasahisa. The DUP lawyer was detained in custody without charge for two weeks. His arbitrary arrest and detention was related to demonstrations by the Gezira students asking for elections of the students’ unions.

August 7, in gross violation of the freedom of expression, the security authorities censored The Beja Congress Past and Present (1958-2005), a book in Arabic by Mohamed Adarob Ohag. Ohaj was interrogated under threat and tortures in Sinkat and Port Sudan.

August 9, an armed band, most likely from the janjaweed militias, raided the village of Amar Gadid in the Shiairiya District of South Darfur. Yagoub Hussain Nayil, Adam Abd-Allah Diaina, Nasr al-Din Mohamed Bukhari lost their lives, and tens of the inhabitants were injured in addition to hundreds of camels criminally misappropriated by the band.

August 11, Salih Mohamed Abd al-Rahman, who was detained more than 8 months without charge, was released from the Kober Central Prison. Abd al-Rahman had been arrested with Dr. Mudawi Ibrahim on January 24. Although released on May 16 from detention, Mudawi was still accused of conspiracy against the State and the possession of illegal photography of military areas. 

August 16, the South Darfur Police arrested 8 of the displaced population in Kas, west of Zalingi, because they refused to return to their villages of origin. The arrested persons were Nor al-Din Ismail Daldom, Jamal Abd al-Karim Ishaq, Abd al-Rahman Adam Eissa, Thoriya Haroun Abd-Allah, Amar Adam Arbab, Mahmoud Hussain Abd-Allah, Abd al-Salam Qamar al-Din Mohamed, and Mubarak Ibrahim Ahmed.

August 17, the police arrested Arbab Abbakar Khatir, Khamis Yusif Abd al-Bashir, and Yusif Abd al-Jabar Adam at the al-Hasahisa Camp in Zalingi. The military intelligence of the city arrested and tortured Mohamed Zakariya Hassan, Eissa Fadl Daw al-Bait, and Ramadan al-Tahir Atim - suspected of collaboration with the Darfur rebels. 

August 22, security elements assisted by students supporting the ruling Congress Party kidnapped student Abu al-Abbas Mohamed Hassan (22) from the Ahliya University in Omdurman. The kidnapping aimed to curb the student’s activities to reinstate the students’ union of the university. Abu al-Abbas was detained in a neighboring building where he was sexually abused, battered, his hair shaved, his life threatened, and compelled to sign a bond of abandoning political or union work.

Between July and mid August, more than 22 students of the Sudan University for Sciences and Technology and the Ahliya University in Omdurman were arbitrarily arrested and tortured by the security forces to abandon political activities. Tortures, including sexual harassment, were widely exercised, as previously practiced by the State Security Department in the early 1990s. 

August 28, the security office in Atbara interrogated lawyer Abd al-Majid Aidalros for 6 hours after a statement had been issued by the Youth Union planning on documentation of the human rights violations in the city to be reported through the lawyer’s office. Aidalros was compelled to sign a declaration negating any connection with the statement in question. He was interrogated for a shorter period of time in the next day.

August 28, a security force arrested 15 students at the campus of the Niyala University. The students were beaten and badly treated. Six students were released in the same day; the others remained in jail until the 30th of August. The arrested students included, among others, Mohamed Suliman Mohamed, Abd al-Nasir Abd-Allah Adam, Magdi Idris Adam, Ali Yagoub Adam, Fakhr al-Din Ahmed Hassan, Mutasim Mohamed Adam, Mubarak Abd-Allah Mohamed, and Mohamed Hassan Daif-Allah.

September 6, three armed persons abducted a woman in her 18th from the city of Niyala.  The woman was raped in the western part of the town. Medical examination proved that the girl was raped. The kidnappers, including a member of the People’s Defense Force, were arrested. 

September 11, a mother and her daughter (17) were assaulted by armed men from the janjaweed bands in the surroundings of the Kalma Camp. The band flogged the women and raped the girl. The case was reported to the police station of Bilail.

September 11, another janjaweed band abducted 6 men around the Kalma Camp. The six men, Yahya Suliman Mohamed, Ali Haroun Suliman, Salih Ishaq Ahmed, Abubakr Ahmed Mohamed, and Yusif Suliman al-Haj were severely beaten with sticks and whips. They were further dispossessed from their livestock.

Between September 11 and 19, government soldiers and janjaweed militias demolished the villages of Dobo al-Madrasa, Hilat Salih, Jango, Agara, Om Liona, Dandra, Khor Mali, Dabat Nayra, Jundi, Orio Wakaja and others stretching out along the areas of Tomina and Malam.

September 13, the janjaweed raped 9 women in the surroundings of Kalma Camp: Haja Juma Mursal, Fatima Yagoub Mohamed, Mahasin Ali Musa, Tayba Hamad Bakhiet, Zeinab Mohamed Ali, Ikhlas Haroun Ahmed, Malka Ishaq Abbakar, Kaltoma Adam Zakariya, and Aiesha Adam Ahmed.

September 13, another janjaweed group raped 6 other women around the same camp before noon time. Additionally, it was reported to the AU in the area that 10 other women were abducted: Alawiya Ibrahim Mohamed, Aiesha Yahya, Hosniya Omer Khatir, Asma Zakariya Musa, Halima Yahya Adam, Hawa Musa, Aiesha Kitir, Haja Ahmed Mursal, Hawa Ibrahim Mohamed, and Halima Yahya Adam.

September 16, a band of men in a military uniform, most likely representing the janaweed militias, whipped and raped a girl (17) and a woman (30) near the Kalma Camp in Nyala.

September 16, Samira Yagoub Suliman, Mariam Abd-Allah Abd al-Rahman, Hawa Ibrahim Mohamed, and Halima Ibrahim Mohamed were raped in similar conditions. Two other girls were abducted from a karo [wagon car], raped, and tortured in the same day.

September 16, it was reported janjaweed-looking soldiers killed or wounded a large number of inhabitants in the villages of Om Mrahiq and Korbiya. The murdered men included among others: al-Safi Omer, Abd al-Karim Ismail, Omer al-Nor Mohamed, Abd al-Rahman al-Nor Mohamed, Abd-Allah Omer Dosa, Madi War Tom, Idris Abbakar Mumin, Suliman Ibrahim Bakheit, Abd-Allah Abbakar Homaro, Abd al-Aziz Suliman Ahmed, Adam Abd al-Karim Mohamed, Mustafa Hamid, and Abd al-Aziz Ahmed Eissa. Abd al-Majid Mohamed Homaro, Ahmed Bakheit Adam Haroun Mohamed Mumin, Abd al-Aziz Ismail Omer, and Mohamed Abd-Allah Homaro were reported amongst the injured party.

September 17, the janjaweed bands abducted a vehicle on the way between al-Fasher and Nyala and raped 4 women. A government garrison was an eyewitness in the crime scene.

September 27, lawyers Mohamed Abd-Allah al-Doma, Abu Talib Hassan, Abd-Allah Dafa-Allah, Awad Hassan Hanbal, Zeinab Masa’ad, and Saif Al-Din Osman who were participating in a scientific seminar by a United Nations agency were arrested in the Ginaina city

September 28-29, a government armed force composed of 300 men supported with janjaweed militias attacked Jebel Moon and the camps of Arshro, Manni, and the area of Tawila. The troops murdered tens of the civilian population. Eighty asylum huts, comprising a quarter of the camps were demolished. Thousands of people were immediately displaced. The murdered civilians were: Ishaq Abbakar, Ishaq Ahmed Adam, Yahya Abd al-Rahman, Ibrahim Abd-Allah Mohamed, Ibrahim Ishaq Omer, Yusif Ibrahim al-Doma, Suliman Abd-Allah Adam, Ibrahim Ismail Sharaf al-Din, Yusif Osman Abd-Allah, Ismail Ishaq al-Tom, Adam Abd-Allah Yusif, Abbakar Adam, Abd-Allah Mohamedain, Ishaq Iz al-Din Adam, Ismail Jar al-Nabi Adam, Ibrahim Ali Jido, Ismail Ibrahim Abbakar, Abd-Allah Abbakar Ibrahim, Omer Abd al-Aziz Abd-Allah, Ishaq Ibrahim Adam, Ahmed Adam Idris, al-Dahiya Zakariya Haroun, Galabi Osman Ibrahim, Mohamed Abbakar Daoud, Suliman Abbakar Yahya, Suliman Abd-Allah, Siddiq Imam, Abbakar Ismail, Abbakar Ibrahim Yahya, al-Doma Shawka, Adam Idris Hussain, Osman Ishaq Mahdi, Hassan Ahmed Abu, Mohamed Ishaq, Ahmed Adam Yunis, Suliman Zakariya, and Adam Abd al-Karim Abbakar. 
A great many civilians were injured. These included among others: Abour Abuh, Abbakar Ali Ibrahim, Abd al-Rahman Hassan Osman, Adam Mohamed Osman, Ali Adam Adam, Ahmed Mohamed Adam, Najm al-Din Adam Omer, Ali Ishaq Ibrahim, Ishaq Adam Hassan, Hawa Atim Hussain, Ashwat Zakariya Adam, Yunis Ishaq Hussain, Eissa Khalil Suliman, Nafisa Abd-Allah Mohamed, Osman Ishaq Omer.

September 29, three armed civilians kidnapped 3 workers of the Sudan Development organization: Salah Idris (manager), Salim Mohamed Salim (field inspector), and Ahmed Musa Nihar (accountant).

October 1, the police arrested lawyer Mohamed Ahmed Abd al-Gadir al-Arbab at the entry of the Mayo Camp in Khartoum. The lawyer was transferred two days later to the al-Kalakla Police Station that subjected him to degrading treatment and tortures in detention. Al-Arbab was one of the defense lawyers of 136 persons of the displaced population arrested previously at the camp during the security raiding of May the18th, 2005.

October 2, the authorities released al-Ghali Zakariya, a Darfurian activist who was arbitrarily detained about a year in the prisons of Kober and Dabak.

Early in the month, the authorities cancelled a seminar organized at the Copts Club in Khartoum on the administration of the National Capital in the interim period.

October 8, armed bands attacked an AU convoy in Southern Darfur, killing two members of the peace keeping force and two other civilians.

October 18, via mediation of the International Red Cross, the SPLM released 177 members of the government-PDF troops who had been captives of earlier battles in Eastern Sudan.

Beginning November 6 up to the 9th of the month, the government-janjaweed forces attacked villages around Quraida, murdering and injuring tens of the inhabitants. Dar al-Salam, Om Qantora, Gammali, Farko, Om Nazar, Qaradaya, and Hilat Ali were all largely destroyed.

November 16, a tribunal on the crimes in Darfur condemned to death two army soldiers accused of torturing and murdering a civilian. The government had earlier announced the formation of this court to pre-empt resolutions of the Security Council to surrender suspects of the Darfur crimes before the International Criminal Court. 
SHRO-Cairo believes, however, that the government court will not put to trial the state managers or the army leaders responsible for the crimes.

November 20, the authorities banned the media from publishing details of a press conference by the human rights activist lawyer Ghazi Suliman in which he criticized the arbitrary arrest by security forces of “two Sudanese men and a woman accused of laundering money.” Suliman described the Act recently enacted on this matter as “a corrupted law,” and refuted the legal grounds of accusation.

By the end of November, the security forces attacked villages in the Sheri Island to arrest leaders of the citizens protesting the erection of the Hamadab Dam in the region. The arrests came after violence broke in the villages of al-Kab, Sani, and Sheri. A protesting committee submitted a letter of protest to the dam administration on behalf of the inhabitants. The committee complained from mal-practices and land sequestration by the dam administration.

Tortures and Death in Detention

Tens of citizens were severely beaten and subjected to tortures and degrading or inhumane treatment in detention. Students from the marginal regions of the Nuba Mountains and Darfur were most vulnerable to these atrocities. For example, Abd-Allah Daw al-Bait, who had been arrested with hundreds of the Soba displaced citizens on May 24, was murdered by tortures in detention, as evidenced by the mortuary of the Khartoum Hospital.

The Press and the Freedom of Expression

April and May scored the climax of security violations against the freedom of expression. Censor of the press covered all forms of information, including a ban on the Soba al-Aradi conflict, the Security Council resolution 1593, the security attitude towards citizens, and the corruption of state managers, etc. Al-Ayyam, al-Adwa, and the Khartoum Monitor were mostly harassed. 
In March, the Security Department imposed an unlawful censor on the Security Council resolution 1593, as well as the prohibition of publishing public reactions on the resolution. Only the government media was allowed to criticize the international resolution.

May 21, the Khartoum Monitor was suspended by the authorities because the paper was not able to change its first page editorial and news coverage in compliance with a security short-notice to do so. Once suspended, the paper lost millions of pounds as a result of the rejection of its request to distribute the issue with a blanket space over the censored parts.

Al-Ayyam and al-Adwa were similarly instructed; however, their published issues were distributed in compliance with the security orders. The al-Sahaffa, Alwan, and the al-Ray al-‘Am were equally censored, as well as government-supported papers, al-Hayat, the al-Anba, and the Sudan Vision.

In June, the Juba Post, which had been licensed in January 2005, was suspended as a non-licensed paper. 

September 20, the press censoring office of the Attorney General’s Chamber issued a warrant to arrest al-Adaw editor-in-chief and Hala Nasr, a female editor, who published a report on a housing project. The two journalists were interrogated and then released on bail in the next day.
September saw a wave of security interrogations of journalists: Adil al-Baz and Zuhair al-Saraj of al-Sahaffa Journal and Faisal Mohamed Salih of al-Adaw.

Violating the Freedom of Assembly

A new act regulating voluntary activities inflicted harsh restrictions on the voluntary associations, almost turning them to State organs. The Act, which was completely rejected by NGOs, is based on a mix-up of civil society associations, philanthropic groups, and foreign relief agencies. 
Article 36 of the Act prevents the NGOs from having external financial aid or donations from resident foreigners in Sudan, unless approved by the competent minister. 
Article 28 authorizes the Auditor-General to audit NGOs accounts. The NGOs property shall be seized by the ministry of humanitarian affairs if an NGO is finally banned. The new Act allows the minister wide discretionary powers to penalize NGOs and their membership. 
A penalized NGO, however, is not allowed to submit a petition to any legal or executive office. The right of NGOs to dispose of property, such as selling old vehicles or buying new ones, is only valid by legal permit.

Special Courts and Cruel Penalties

June the 27th and July the 3rd witnessed the trials of 60 persons or so earlier arrested in Soba al-Aradi, accused of inciting riot, according to Section 68 of the Sudan Penal Code 1991. Chaired by Judge Mutasim Abd al-Hadi Shabana, a court convicted 31 of the accused persons, including 6 minors. The adults were imprisoned and the minors Simon Unab Raw, al-Amin Suliman Ali Kuku, Nit Shab Anwil, Arbab Ibrahim, Dol Garang Ithyan, and As’ad Bella Adam each received 20 floggings 

Scores of citizens were arrested during the violence that raged after announcement of the death of Dr. John Garang, leader of the Sudan people’s Liberation Movement. The arrested persons were subjected to degrading punishments by unfair trials. 
On August the 1st, 147 citizens were arrested in the Al-Azhari Police Station of whom 20 were accused of inciting riot (section 69) and breaching the public order (section 77). The accused persons were convicted in the same day of arrest and tried with 30-40 floggings, imprisonment for 2 months, and fined 10,000-30,000 dinars. 
In the Jebel al-Awliya Police Station, 20 citizens were charged with similar accusations. They were convicted and sentenced in the same day with 40-100 floggings, in addition to terms of imprisonment between 3 months and 3 years.

August the 1st and the 2nd saw the arrest, trial, and the immediate conviction and sentencing with flogging, imprisonments, and fines of 150 citizens charged with riots and body hurt at the Khartoum North Police Station. 
The same shows were replicated in the Hilat Kuku and Western Geraif police stations where 38 persons were flogged and imprisoned. 
Six persons were flogged and imprisoned at al-Safiya Police Station. 102 persons at the al-Muhandiseen, Omdurman, and 12 persons were sentenced with flogging and imprisonment at the Omdurman Police Station.
Violating the Rights of Displaced People

August 17, the authorities moved by force the displaced persons of Shikan Camp in Omdurman to an area without medical care or education. The displaced citizens were taken by surprise in the early hours of that morning, packed in trucks, and forced to move to the new location without explanation. 500 families were directly victimized by this aggression. Some families were moved to the al-Fatah and al-Thawara camps that lacked the basic needs of human life.  

SHRO-Cairo considers compulsory displacement a gross human rights violation of the freedom of movement and the voluntary choice of residence by international humanitarian law and the guiding principles of the United Nations on the locally displaced populations. The reported acts of aggression violated an agreement earlier approved between the Sudanese authorities and an advisory committee of the international donors and the United Nations to collaborate with the displaced people to ensure their settlement. 

Similar attempts to remove the displaced population by force had already led to violent confrontations with heavy casualties in lives and property in the area of Soba al-Aradi on May the 14th. 
Calls on The Transitional Government to Put to Trial Murderers of the Ramadan Martyrs (1990)

By the Ramadan Family League (United States and United Kingdom)

April the 24th, 1990 (the 28th of Ramadan), almost one day before the occurrence of the Eid Muslim religious festival, the NIF leadership of the June coup 1989 (who still are leaders of the Transitional Government) murdered 28 army officers and 200 regulars (or more) in gross violation of international norms and the Sudan military law that guarantee irrevocable provisions on procedure, sentence, and appeal in the case of a court martial or other prosecutable trials to maintain the rights of the accused. 

The murdered officers included General Khalid al-Zain, a key figure of the Sudanese Army, and the other well-reputed army leaders Lieutenant-General ‘Uthman al-Sayed Baloal, Lieutenant General Hussain ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Kadaro, Brigadier Mohamed ‘Uthman Karrar, Colonel Mohamed Ahmed Qasim, Colonel Bashir Mustafa, Colonel Ismat Merghani Taha, Colonel Salah al-Deen al-Sayed, Lieutenant-Colonel Sayed Hassan ‘Abd al-Raheem, Lieutenant-Colonel Bashir al-Tayeb, Lieutenant-Colonel Mohamed ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, Lieutenant-Colonel Bashir ‘Amir, Lieutenant-Colonel ‘Abd al-Mon’im Hassan ‘Ali Karrar, Major Nihad Ismail Humaida, Major Seed Ahmed al-Nu’man, Major Taj al-Deen Fath al-Rahman, Major Usama al-Zain, Major al-Shaikh al-Baqir al-Shaikh, Major Akram al-Fatih Yousif, Major Mua’wiya Yassin ‘Ali, Major Salah al-Deen al-Dirdeeri, Major al-Fatih Ahmed al-Yass, Major Isam Abu al-Qasim, Major Babikir ‘Abd al-Rahman Nugd-Allah, Captian Mustafa ‘Awad Khugali, and Captain ‘Abd al-Mon’im Kemair. 

Until a fair lawful trial is publicly made to determine the criminal role of all suspects in these heinous murders, the Ramadan Family League holds the June coup leader, Brigadier Omer Hassan al-Bashir (nowadays a Field-Marshal, President of Sudan), and all his military and civilian collaborators in the Ramadan 1990 massacres directly responsible for the murders of the officers mentioned in this call, as well as the other regulars whose full names have never been disclosed by the authorities.

We, the Ramadan Family League in the United States and the United Kingdom 

· Ask the Government of Sudan to identify the graves of the murdered officers and the other army regulars, and the names of all the crime-doers or accomplices. 

· Demand the Government should immediately allow our families to receive the wills and the other belongings of the martyrs. 

· Require the Government to enable an Independent Judiciary to put to trial the suspects/accused persons referred to in this release, without discrimination.

Our League is confident that the Sudanese Civil Society and the International Community would support this Call on the Transitional Government of Sudan to realize, in actual terms, provisions of the Transitional Constitution, which protect the rights of crime victims and guarantee fair public trial to the accused.

CC. 

Kofi Anan, United Nations Secretary General, New York

Jan Pronk, United Nations Envoy to Sudan, Khartoum

The Transitional Government, Khartoum

The National Democratic Alliance, Khartoum

Umma Party, Omdurman
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