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To Exercise the Freedom of Expression

Editor-in-Chief
Despite wide popularity and deep embodiment in the social structures, life experiences, and social activities of the Sudanese diverse societies, the realization and the promotion of refined arts have been frequently inhibited by authoritative regimes. 

These regimes either aimed to politicize arts in the service of their narrow-minded ideologies, or to cripple the free growth and development of the arts and sciences that appreciate secular thought and the inter-faith freedoms of expression, association, and assembly. 

Chief of these negativities, harassing the trade unions of singers, musicians, academicians, women and student activists and arbitrarily arresting protesting artists posits a real threat to the freedom of expression, as a fundamental human rights’ norm.

The NIF single-party single-candidate presidential system pertains to the NIF manipulation of Islamic rules and sentiments for political power. In the course of applying its own version of Shari’a law, the NIF dictatorial rule became a serious violator of Islamic teachings, as well as a gross violator of international norms. 

In November 1992, a SHRO workshop concluded in this fact: “the egregious human rights’ violations committed by the current regime in the name of Islam threaten to destroy the ethos of Islam. The distinction must be made… between the religious teachings of Islam and the distortion of Islam for political purposes. The use of Islam as a political tool, participants observed, undermines the credibility of the faith in the eyes of many Muslims and non-Muslims alike. The enemy is not religion but the NIF’s particular brand of politics.”

Repeatedly documented by human rights groups, continuous assaults were severely launched on many Sudanese artists, trades unionists, and academicians by the Muslim Brotherhood alliance with dictator Nimeiri. This occurred through the enactment and enforcement of the September Laws 1983. 

Originally revealed in the text of the Qur’an and the Hadith, Islamic teachings allow, in essence, the full exercise of public freedoms, including the freedoms of expression, thought and belief, as well as the right to live, work, and move freely. The September laws enforced a misinterpreted version of Islamic teachings that has been further extended to all spheres of the social life, and then wickedly implemented by the National Islamic Front military rule since 1989 to subdue the population.

Violating academic freedoms of the Faculty of Refined Arts at the Khartoum Polytechnic (Sudan University) and the High Institute of Music, Theater, and Drama; destroying invaluable materials at the Sudan Museum; threatening to inundate Nubia archaeological sites in the Manasir and other areas by the Hamadab Dam; subjecting the Supreme Council of Arts and Literary Works to unprofessional party controls; among an endless list of atrocities, marked the NIF mischievous attitude towards the country for almost two consecutive decades.

The burning of books by the security forces occurred early in 1991. Many eye witnesses reported the burning of a whole store of the library of the University of Khartoum composed of thousands of books by non-Sudanese thinkers, in addition to writings by Sudanese authors, including al-Tayeb Salih’s and Ali al-Meck’s novels, the poetry of Mohamed Abd al-Hay, and the writings of the Islamic thinker Mahmoud Mohamed Taha. Other books already exhibited in the UK Press “Million Book Exhibition” prior to the NIF-backed coup were burnt in thousands. 

Along with this hateful destruction, the Press and Publications Act (1999 and 2004) added ultra authoritative controls on the freedom of expression as the press and publications have been unnecessarily placed under the irrelevant powers of state managers (the president of state and other public servants).

The NIF performance in the areas of culture, arts and academic activities was an extension of the regime’s murderous acts in the political, social, and economic spheres. Based on the dogmatic ideology of the ruling party, the Islamic Front banned for long periods of time most influential musical works by Burrayy Mohamed Daffa-Allah, as well as many other artists. The ban was directly related to the NIF retaliation of the musician’s insistence not to compose music for the warring regime – a pledge the late Burrayy solemnly observed until his death. 

The NIF practices spread hatred amongst their supporters against peace and the respect of human rights and civil freedoms. The authorities harassed the artists Mahgoub Sharief, Tamadir Sheikhadeen, Yusif Vataki, Abu Araqi, Hashim Karrori, Salma al-Sheikh, Mohamed Ibrahim Abbou, Um al-Khair Kambal, Abou Shok, al-Baqir Musa, Mohamed Wardi, Mohamed al-Amin, Yusif al-Mosli, Saif al-Jami’a, and others too whose artistic works called for peace, democracy, and public freedoms, because they refused to place their creative works under the service of the warring policies of the government. 
It was in these terrorizing climates that an NIF supporter stabbed to death the famous singer Khugali Osman and injured seriously his colleagues, musician Abd al-Gadir Salim, the violin player Salah, and other members of the Omdurman orchestra, at the Singers Club in Omdurman. And yet, all Abd al-Basit Sabdarat, the minister of culture and information, had to say at that time was that, “it is regrettable the incident took place in that way! But we know that everyone shall die!”

The irrelevant statement of the NIF leader Sabdarat indicated the irresponsible anti-peace policies that his party has been feverishly pursuing to accomplish military and security agenda at the expense of human rights, peace, and development of the whole Nation.
Earlier in Sudan Laws and International Human Rights Norms (2003), this writer emphasized, “The objectives of the controversy [on Sudan democracy] should aim to increase awareness of human rights, consideration of ways to strengthen the realization of rights and establishment of a broad foundation to develop scholarly work. This should be based on the sources of both human and religious knowledge in a healthy democratic environment for the interest of mankind.”

Of prominent importance, the exchange of arts and the other cultural bondages, which might tie up the different regions of South and North Sudan with one another, constitutes a viable area of trade union activities, scientific studies, and scholarly research independently from government censor or partisan patronage. 

The Government of Sudan, the South Sudan Government, and the democratic opposition should encourage the endeavors by both Sudanese and non-Sudanese scholars in close collaboration with the UNESCO and the other concerned agencies and universities to explore the issues and to disseminate the findings to the widest audiences possible to strengthen the permanent peace and the optional unity of the whole country.  Necessarily, the High Institute of Music, Theater, and Drama must be fully utilized to accomplish this goal together with civil society, human rights, and democracy groups.

“Sudan is a country composed of a pluralist culture that defies all forms of Authority to enforce the will power of people in national decision-making. The maintenance and advancement of the people of Sudan depends on the observance of human rights and civil freedoms, without any restrictions or hesitation on the part of the Authority.”

Condemned as it was, the Muslim Brotherhood political system acted as a destructive tool of the Sudanese political and economic life, as well as the Nation’s cultural fabric and artistic life. The uncivilized curtailment of songs, poetry, and music by the primitive ideology and governance style of the NIF rule must give way to a real life based on the full enjoyment of the freedoms of expression, association, and assembly by all individuals and groups…

· The State must provide full compensation to the concerned parties and their families for all injuries and/or losses of works or property made allowable by state military or party decisions.   

· The State obligation to enhance the worth of arts and sciences should never lie in a ruling party’s orientation or its decision-making. Educational curriculums, teaching practicum, and administrative offices must firmly manifest this obligation.

· The State of Sudan must indiscriminately respect the free will of artists, which should be independently exercised by their individual persons and/or trade union movement. 

· The State must promote the arts of Sudan by ensuring the well being of all artists, scientists, academicians, journalists, and the other professionals and practitioners of the Sudanese intelligentsia all over the country on a stable and regular basis, by Constitution. 

· All civil freedoms and human rights must be socially recognizable and legally enforceable. Sudan law must protect the works of artists against all forms of executive intrusion or legislative curtailment. 

· The uncensored activities of unions, as well as the integrity of public defenders, the Bar Association, the Independent Judiciary, and all human rights and democracy NGOs should be firmly maintained vis-à-vis the Authority repression, in accordance with international human rights norms.  

The Government Violations of Union Freedoms

Amin Mekki Medani

Part of a lengthy study on the denial of freedom of association and assembly in the Sudan prepared in the year 1994 for the Organization in collaboration with the London-based Article 19 human rights group - Editor.

One of the aims of the National Islamic Front (NIF) ruling regime was to dissolve all trades unions and professional organizations, which had been lawfully elected. Their properties were confiscated and their clubs and officers were seized. All their leaders, including workers, doctors, lawyers, journalists, engineers, etc., were put in detention without charge or trial under the Emergency Law. Under the same law, all those who held officers in these unions or associations’ executive offices were arbitrarily dismissed from service.

All the unions and associations were put under the direction of steering committees chosen from NIF cadres and supporters, pending the “election” of new executive bodies. In 1992, the government introduced a new labor law, which repealed all previous legislation and purported to reorganize the trades union’s movement.

The new Act merged together tens of previously separate independent trades unions, thus repealing more than 100 such unions. In order to do so, the Act now defines “worker” to include laborers, employees and various technical experts. Further, the Act gives the Minister of Labor and the Registrar of Trades Unions very wide powers in organization, registration, activities, and conduct of elections, virtually divesting the unions of any independence in obvious violation to international labor and human rights’ conventions.

When elections under the Act were to take place in August 1992, several leading trades unionists were put in detention, had their freedom of movement restricted, or were asked to sign undertakings not to run for elections. A list of the candidates from the regime’s supporters was issued by the elections committee, and the following day they were declared elected unopposed in what the government has since called a “consensus” process.

The reason the government has targeted the trades unions’ movement is its strong traditional role in public life. General strikes in support of uprisings against military regimes have succeeded in toppling two such regimes in 1964 and 1985, respectively.

Apart from controlling the leadership of the trades union’s movement, the regime has also thought it necessary to restrict its activity. Article 6 (d) of Constitutional Decree No, 2 includes the following:

“1. Showing any political opposition, in any form to the National Salvation Revolution;

2. Collective stoppage of work without permission, closure of any place of business, deliberately obstructing public life; and/or

3. Holding of any meeting without special permission for a political purpose in a public or private place.”

It should be borne in mind that any violation of the state of emergency provision is punishable with a minimum of one and a maximum of 10 years’ imprisonment, provided that if the violation is with conspiracy or abetment with others, the punishment may be with death. Towards 1990, some medical doctors were trailed for conspiracy to stage a doctors’ strike. Two of them were convicted. One of who, Mamoun Mohamed Hussain, was sentenced to death. Only the very intensive international pressure from governments and human rights organizations saved his life. 

Of extreme significance in the regime’s attitude towards associations is the case of the Sudan Bar Association (SBA), one of the strongest and most vocal associations in the country, especially when it comes to political freedoms and fundamental human rights. Unlike other associations, the SBA has since its inception operated under its own law, the Advocates Act, which guarantees fully its professional independence. 

Like all other trades unions and associations, the SBA was dissolved by the regime and five of its ten member’s executive council, including this writer, was put under preventive detention for over a year. A steering committee from NIF members was given responsibility for running the Association.

In 1992, the government amended the Advocate Act of 1983 in such a drastic way as to totally abrogate the Association’s independence. For the first time in its history, the SBA has been reduced to another trades union to which the new Labor Act would apply. Although advocates have no employer, the Association has now been registered with the Registrar of Trades Union.

The latter organized elections of the new council in 1993; but that was boycotted by the majority of lawyers in protest for being deprived of their independence. Only those who support the regime took part in the “elections” and knew the council has proven to be an ardent of the government’s legislative program and human rights record.

Article 5 of the Constitutional Decree No. 2 revoked the registration of all non-religious societies and organizations. This included the Sudan Youth’s Organization, philanthropic welfare and charity societies, the Sudanese Writers’ Union, the Sudan Human Rights Organization, etc.

A year later, the government published a list of such NGOs, which it declared could reapply for re-registration. Acceptance of the new ones was done on a selective basis, depending on the objectives and the applicants. The Sudan Human Rights Organization was not only banned and its property confiscated, but the organization’s leaders were put under long terms of preventive detention. 

When the organization applied for re-registration, its request was rejected. Instead, the government established a new organization with the same name and appointed its executive body from well-known cadres of the NIF. The new organization has proved a faithful defender of the regime and, to date has not raised a single complaint about any violation of human rights by the regime.

The regime has from the outset shown clear animosity to the status of women in society. The Sudan Women’s Association was banned, Hundreds of women were dismissed from public service and women street vendors were chased and harassed by the security forces. Many were trailed and sentenced to flogging in public. According to a public statement by al-Bashir, the place for a woman in Islam was to stay in the house to look after her husband and children.

Women are constantly stopped in the street and reprimanded for wearing the “Islamic dress.”  Women should not mix with men in seats in public transport, nor at wedding or social occasions. Mixed dancing between men and women is prohibited. A woman cannot travel out of the country unless she is in the company of her husband or a close male relative.

In effect, there is a complete reversal of the progress achieved by the women’s associations in the past through a long and difficult struggle.

Reporting Human Rights in the Sudan Press

Mohamed Hassan Daoud
In this section, which is part of a major research on the impact of media on Sudanese civil society, the SHRO-Cairo investigator studied the reporting of human rights violations in three Sudanese journals, Al-Ayyam, Al-Adwa, and Al-Sudani in the period between the 25th of May and the 4th of July 2006 - Editor.

Al-Ayyam was a top human rights’ publisher, having posted 95 items on human rights of which 33 were editorials of the front page. These included criticisms of the educational policies; the political reform; the democratic transition; the dehumanizing situation of Darfur; and the lacking transparency of the oil income. Also, Qadaya al-Nas [People Issues] is weekly posted to discuss legal problems.  

Al-Adwa posted 51 lawful materials in the same period: 20 were front-page’s issues, in addition to Minbar al-Huquq [The Rights’ Podium] to enlighten readers about economic, social, and cultural rights. Adwa campaigned for the rights of political dismissals, including organizational matters.

Al-Sudani posted 14 front-page legal materials out of a total of 52.

The three journals depended largely on the same sources. Sometimes, the news was referred to official or informal sources, without comment from the editor. In the following section, this investigator analyzed the human rights’ materials of the three journals with a few illustrations.

The Ayyam Reporting
On June 25, Al-Ayyam (8535) posted: “Hussain [says] the Government is not serious about Janjaweed disarmament.”  Hussain was the spokesperson of the Sudan Liberation Movement’s (SLM) group that signed an agreement most recently with the government in Abuja. Other news spoke about increases of death rate by Cholera. 

The Editor-in-Chief dwelt on the same issue. He criticized the government’s silence about the epidemic: “The strategies of the Ministry of Health to combat this danger should radically change to use preventive medicine and environmental health… To start with, the facts on the epidemic must be clearly announced.” 

In page 9 of the same Issue, Ayyam interviewed the SLM spokesperson that rejected “president Bashir statement against the presence of international forces in Darfur.” The SLM speaker affirmed, “We call on the release of all prisoners of conscience, as well as those accused falsely of supporting armed movements. We call equally on the authorities to lift the ban imposed on the bank deposits that have been frozen for fear of supporting armed movements.” 

In page 11, the journal posted under Monawaat [Miscellaneous] two pieces. Min-Allah Abd al-Wahab criticized the governmental Bar Association’s leadership that defended the detainees of Gwantanamo Prison and wanted America to apologize to the whole world for that detention. The Bar leadership “has not moved a single step to defend the rights of the citizens who had been unfairly dismissed from jobs or arbitrarily detained for political reason, or those victimized by the massacres of Port Sudan.”

The same page discussed the examination fees enforced by parents’ committees on students. These fees sometimes mounted up to 100,000 Sudanese pounds. The teacher who wrote the article, however, suggested “the imposition of flogging and fine on the students who cheat in the exams, as is imposed on wine-drinking, since only such measures would force these odds to disappear.” 

In the last page of the al-Ayyam, some news told about the raids, extra-judicial killing, and displacement along the Sudanese-Chadian border. The journal mentioned accusations raised by human rights organizations about these violations. 

In Issue 8536, dated June 26, Ayyam posted three subjects related to human rights. The first main subject reported the “criticisms by political forces of the government’s decision to suspend UN activities in Darfur. The decision was “a continuity of the escalation of [hostilities] with the international community, which is not advantageous to the country; it is also indication of a persistent genocide.” 

The second subject “constitutional case vis-à-vis trials of coup attempts,” expressed concerns by the defending lawyers for the fate of 48 persons accused of two coup attempts. The third subject “visiting the displaced people in the outskirts of Omdurman… Minawi delegates say: We came to change the situation and the policy of starvation.”

The Ayyam editorial addressed the issue of Sudan image abroad. “The only available way for the Sudan and the National Congress, in particular, is to prove with deeds the obligation to political reform and democratic transition, and the participation of all in the national decision-making.”

In the same page, Fi Minbar al-Ray [Opinions], an essay discussed the position of the president and members of the ruling party with respect to shifting the mandate of the African Union forces to an international force. The writer said that the authorities’ announcements on this matter must not divert the public from noting the State’s failures to maintain the security of people in the plagued region; nor should it divert the public attention from the involvement of the State in crimes leading to the murders of 300,000 citizens during 3 years of war.”

Page 4 Qadaya [Issues], carried with it 2 pieces. The first piece centered on the problem of clearing mines from the mined fields and the problem of curbing the spreading of arms in the area. The other piece focused on the tortures to which many people were subjected. 

Four essays in page 10, Qadaya al-Nas [Peoples’ Issues], informed about “Teachers strike, is it a step toward the recognition of rights?” Commenting on the move by professors of the University of Khartoum, another essay “criticized the defamed Establishment Act with its bad contents that combine the different professional groups of any specific ministry under one union, i.e., the establishment’s union. Such union is apparently unified; however, it is meant, in essence, for schism.” 

The same page included the text of the memorandum of the Executive Committee of the Dismissed Persons to the United Nations demanding immediate realization of the right to employment for more than 300,000 workers that had been unlawfully purged by the Government of National Salvation [the NIF government]. The last page of the journal posted “the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” under Thaqafa Qanoniya [Legal Knowledge].

A column on “the pauperization of the retired persons” discussed the problem of decreasing the teachers’ pensions due to a reduction of the Dinar rate on retirement to only 14.4 instead of 25.8. 

In the Ayyam of June 27th, 2006, the front page posted 4 materials concerned with legal problems. The first “Government allows the UN to resume activities in Darfur with coordination;” the second, “the Court on Soba Events releases 28 accused for lack of evidence;” the third, “The NDA accuses the National Council Spokesperson of ignoring parliamentary questions for political reasons;” and the fourth, “The defense of Barood Sandal threatens to invoke legal procedures versus State Security prosecutors.”

The Ayyam editorial asserted in the front page that, “a Comprehensive Act on the electronic media agencies considers diversity, stipulates property rights and administrative affairs, and transforms the state-owned instruments into the public service, independently from government.”   

In page 3, the editorial addressed itself to the non-harmonious positions of the government towards the UN work in Darfur. “This lays out several questions on the decision-making process of the country.” In the fourth page of the Issue, a discussion is made on “Article 7 between the private and public domains.” The discussion tackled the harsh resentment of the internationalization of the monitoring forces in Darfur. “What is going nowadays is an attempt to bring to life political spirits already swayed in the course of history.” 

The same issue was posted by the last page’s Zawiya, which claimed, “foreign forces have been existent in the South, as well as many parts of the country. Why is it that their presence is resented in Darfur while it has been acceptable in other regions?”  A statement by the Teachers’ Forum claiming corrective measures for the trade unions’ relations was also posted in the last page.

Al-Ayyam 8538 (June 28th, 2006) posted 7 pieces of news on legal problems. The titles of the pieces were as follows: “Justice wants quick completion of cases awaiting trial at the Omdurman Prison;” “Student associations threaten to mount up the protest against aggression on the student of Islamic University;” “Businesspersons describe Customs as an unfair ruler… Vehement attack on new taxes, and accusations of crossing over the budget;” “Increases in diarrhea infections;” “SPLM accuses the government of falling behind programs of voluntary relocation;” “Humanitarian Affairs investigates violations by the Pensions Union’s of the Commission’s Act;” and “The Soba Court releases 22 of the accused persons for lack of evidence.”

The next page posted, “The North Darfur ministry of education relates poor examination results to a lacking in teachers and textbooks.”

Speaking about “The last chance for Sudan” on page 3, the Editor-in-Chief analyzed “the tragic situation of Darfur: the government threat will not stop international forces from entering Darfur if the humanitarian crisis persists.” In the same page, an essay by Mohamed Abd-Allah mentioned the Manasir crisis. Mohsin al-Nima Abd al-Malik focused upon the case of al-Gezira and al-Manaqil tenants who might lose their lands.

The third page included the text of a letter addressed by professor Abd al-Moni’m Attiya to the president and his two vice-presidents… Here is the full account of torturing me in the Salvation detention…. I demand fairness.”

In page 8, Suliman Hamid wrote about the crisis of banking: “Dependency policies led to the collapse of agriculture, industry, and animal wealth.”

In page 9, Ibrahim Yusif touched upon the case of polygamous marriages. He rejected the assumption that polygamy is “a necessity.”

Page 11 Wilayat [States] mainsheet was centered on “Out-of-date materials still available in the strategic storage of Niyala Commission.”

Mahgoub Osman supported in his column on the last page “the indiscriminate investigation of tortures.” 
Al-Adwa Reporting
This independent journal posted in the front page of Issue 996 (Sunday, May 25th, 2006) three pieces of news dealing with human rights. The fourth page constituted a platform for public rights. The editorial of the last page addressed the unions and their rights.

The mainsheet, “Diarrhea moves to the Nile… Ministry of Health: it is not yet a Cholera.” The journal said, “The Ministry of Health has been silent about the Cholera despite pressures by the International Health Organization, which unraveled the deterioration of health conditions and the spread of Cholera by 50% in South Darfur, compared to 75% in the South. Reports obtained by Adwa indicated that the Cholera increased by 48% in the different regions of Sudan. There were 109 cases in North Kordofan; 4 cases in North Darfur; 43 cases in the Nile provinces; 501 in Khartoum; 12 in the White Nile; and 96 in the other regions.” 

In the front page, Adwa included news on “Students supporting the Islamic Opposition demand clearance of campus from security elements.” The students called on the opposition groups in the Islamic University of Omdurman “to remove the so-called military and security institutions from campus. The university administration was called upon to take a clear stand with respect to the security forces’ assault on Dr. Omer al-Nageeb.” 

Some information claimed that the Sudanese Student Alliance and the National African Front demanded “committee fair investigation with immediate application of the principles of free association and assembly, as stipulated by the Transitional Constitution 2005. The buildings and establishments of the National Congress Jihad Office were described as military and security institutions that should be immediately removed from the university.”  

The Adwa posted in the front page a news report on the increases of salaries and other privileges for the members of the National Council – the appointed transitional parliament: “Southern Novelty or Northerners’ Demand? Parliamentary privileges between rejection and acceptance.” The report paid additional attention to a search for the political group or parliamentarians who proposed the increases, instead of discussing the proposal itself. 

The editor posted views of the two sides without a specific opinion by the journal itself. Those opposing the proposal said, “a member of the National Council is appointed only to serve the interests of people, not to pursue these secondary matters.” For supporters, “The members deserve a suitable position to do their job in the best manner possible.” 

The latter affirmed that, “the increase came about in response to allegations by the Minister of Justice versus two parliamentarians who issued over draft bank checks… This showed that some members suffered difficult financial conditions, which is an undesirable state that might force a constitutional representative to take bribe.”   

The fourth page provided a podium to voice human rights concerns. Many contributors highlighted the problem of the politically dismissed citizens. They wanted unconditional reinstitution and compensation for all periods spent outside the service and the psychological stress imposed on the purged employees and their families. They asked for accountability of the sources of the plight. The podium included calls on the dismissed persons to organize their efforts to undertake peaceful demonstrations, as well. The podium served to raise awareness of the reader about the economic, social, and cultural rights.

The journal posted in 4 pages of political reports many interviews and essays objectively dealing with the policies of the government, which was described in many instances as a non-national government being “a product of a domineering National Congress.”

A whole page was devoted to the situation that the University of Khartoum professors experienced to restore their union rights. “Rights are pulled up, not begged for. Pulling the rights of people under the Salvation reign is the right path. Awaiting an offer of rights is to pray for God’s blessing without doing the effort to gain it. Whoever wants to realize her/his rights should behave as the SPLM and the armed groups did in the Western and Eastern regions. This is a path of vigorous struggles through dedication and sacrificing for the cause. It is what our people, the Manasir, did and is what the professors experienced; they will continue with a unified cause and leadership.” 

The Editor-in-Chief’s column commented in the last page on the issue of accusing the unions of practicing politics. “The unions represent professional, economic, and social sectors whose interests are correlated with the public policy of the country. As a consequence of this, the unions have political views that are not the cause of the problem. The problem emerges if the unions are converted to a partisan tool.” 

In the Monday Issue of June 26th, the two major news of the front page were concerned with human rights. The first, “Continuous reactions on the suspension of the UN Commission,” criticized the suspension because “it represented nothing but the starvation policy imposed by the government on the people of Darfur.” Supporting views to the government’s decision by leaders of the ruling party were also included. 

The other piece of news informed about the increase of Cholera in the country and the suffering of patients in hospitals since “they sleep on earth, under trees, without sanitation.”

The government was indirectly criticized because it did not declare a state of emergency whereas “in June of the year 1999 a similar epidemic was confronted with emergency measures by the minister of health, Abd al-Halim al-Tahir. All infections were treated as Cholera, which helped to control the situation.”

In page 9, the journal posted an essay criticizing the enforcement of tax for the sake of the Popular Defense Forces (PDF) in the city of Kosti. “The PDF coordinating body, the Nida al-Jihad Organization, collects a monthly 500 Dinar from the citizens who own small businesses to support the Mujahideen. The receipts are signed by the Director of the Organization in question.” The writer of the essay, however, showed his support to the PDF. The critique was apparently meant to produce that effect. 

In the Tuesday Issue (June 27th), Adwa posted 3 materials on legal issues. The first front-page information indicated the government’s withdrawal from a prior decision disallowing UN activities in Darfur. The second, “Strong criticisms against the ministry of health in the parliament” informed that some parliamentarians put the blame of “adopting unethical policies of combating AIDS that encouraged gross indecency” on the use of contraceptives. 

The third piece of news addressed “a Memorandum by members of the SPLM to President Salva Kiir to dismiss the minister of health,” due to the failures of the ministry to manage health crises.

In the subsequent page Tayarat [Trends], a column on “Confession, finally” criticized the authorities late admission of the Cholera epidemic, despite earlier rejection of a prior WHO announcement.

The Editor-in-Chief asked in page 9, “Who sold out the al-Qurashi Park?” He criticized the publicity of selling out this park and other public parks despite the silence of the authorities and the protection they offered to beneficiaries. “The basic problem is centered on the administrative mentality that calculated the value of land in monetary terms and took advantage of that deal without making any humanitarian, environmental, or aesthetic evaluation.”

In the Adwa Issue 999 (June 28th) two pieces of information: “Killings and Injuries in the Bwarab demonstrations” mentioned that more than 22 citizens were killed following the conflict that had earlier erupted between students and the police forces of the Government of South Sudan. 

In the same page “New criticisms of government in the parliament; Humanitarian affairs report transferred to the Committee on the Displaced People.” The SPLM blamed the government for inadequate measures to return home the refugees and the displaced peoples. The government provided only 13% of the 2005 budget. 

In the other page, Tayarat, al-Sadig Awad Beshir wrote: “Toward a solution of the crisis of elementary education.” He criticized the funding policy of the State education, which poorly granted 8% for education vis-à-vis 28% for defense, besides the impoverishment of teachers, etc.

Page 9 on “Workers and Pensions” discussed the suffering of retired employees. Two materials handled the issue of the Act of Civil Service in the Khartoum State, and the International Labor Organization (ILO).

The last page included an editorial entitled “Decisions in the Air” on the school fees imposed on students while the authorities claim “free education, and that the ministry will impose severe penalties on the principals of schools who inflict fees on the pupils.”

In the Adwa Issue 1000 (June 29th), the 3rd page posted “The Democratic Transition in Africa.” Hashim al-Adeeb wrote “Toward a free union vigilance,” which described the news on the privatization of railways as “the plague that, at least, will waste all efforts of the union and the working force.”

Al-Sudani Reporting
The al-Sudani posted in Issue 230 (of the 20th year of the journal) Sunday, June the 25th, two materials on citizen rights. The main title was “Parliament members on vocation; amendments unapproved.” This included a critique of the assembly, which “takes issues away from censor and ignores amendments of the laws, especially the laws of security and the press.”

The other news “The Ministry of Health announces 1000 cases of Cholera in the country.” The state minister of health said that, “the infection has not yet become epidemic, according to the criterion used in the Continent of Africa that renders an illness epidemic when 4 million persons are infected. Sudan is less than 2% of the African figure!”

In the next page, the Sudani posted “The inhabitants of the al-Qalaa village of al-Jomoiyya find their homes removed.” The journal claimed that a police force demolished 20 houses without prior notice to the inhabitants, thus displacing them in destitution.

The news posited, “Nubian organizations condemn the decision to ban Nubian linguistics in schools.” Seven organizations condemned the decision of the minister of education in the Northern State that prohibited Nubian speaking in the daily life of the school.

Other news said in page 2, “Three organizations in the Islamic University call on the freedom of political activity.”

Two columns in the last page were addressed to education. Osman Merghani wrote in Hadith al-Madina [City Talks] on the deterioration of the faculties of medicine in the public schools that became “schools to graduate medical assistants, not any doctors.” 

In the other column Manazeer [Perspectives], Zuhair al-Saraj discussed the fees imposed by government and school administrations on students of the elementary and intermediate schools while school managers claimed a policy of free education: “The compulsion to pay such fees amounts to the extent of rejecting the admission of a student unless his/her parents pay the proscribed fees.”

On Monday June 26th, al-Sudani posted in its front page, “Economic experts caution against the impact of Cholera on exports.”

In the next page news was published about the imposition of school fees that amounted to 7,000 Dinars on students of secondary schools in the Gezira provinces. The editor did not comment, however, on the news.

In page 13 Thaqafa [Culture] posted a study entitled “The respect of Sudanese languages is the correct approach to remove illiteracy.” The study concluded that, “Linguistic hegemony is the cause of the high rates of illiteracy, as it antagonizes the need to expand linguistic knowledge. The elite of the center-culture deals with the other languages, either by a shameless pronounced arrogance, as a “normal” attitude, or by formal recognition when they are forced to recognize them.”

In the page of Tahqiq [Investigation], the journal posted “A government agency monopolizes most advertisements; offering them, as it wishes.” The report mentioned that the volume of the government public advertisements in the Sudan amounted to a daily sum of 6 billion Dinars, approximately. Certain newspapers monopolized these advertisements.

“In Sudan, there is not any law to govern the advertisements or the space they occupy in the press, compared to the volume of the edited materials of newspapers… The Council of Ministers’ decision to establish an agency to control the advertisements is a penalizing decision for the journals that oppose the government.” 

In page 7, Mal wa Aamal [Money and Business], the journal talked about the tragedy of the Gezira and the Manaqil tenants, following the approval of a new law the tenants claimed they had not been consulted about, and that it would pauperize them.

In page 8, Al-Ray [Opinion], a column on Tawasul Usboiy [Weekly Continuity] highlighted the case of a child at the al-Geraif Reformatory who died as a result of hepatitis, which infected many other children in that institution.

The al-Saraj Manazir included a commentary on a picture previously posted about a woman whose house had been demolished by the authorities. “This picture explains clearly the ruthlessness of the government toward the citizen, added to the government’s arrogance and preparedness to crush citizens down to earth.”

On Tuesday, June the 27th, al-Sudani published news about the spread of drug trafficking among the Sudanese youth within a range of 10 million dollars, as estimated by the ministry of interior. The other news spoke about “Terminated funds paralyze the national committee on the eradication of kidnapped women and children.” 

The second page of the journal accommodated three legal materials: the first mentioned the Criminal Court acquittal of 28 persons previously accused of committing crimes in Soba. The other news reported “the SPLM burning of villages in the Upper Nile region, according to the UN.” The third news focused upon “the continuous debate at the National Council on the encouragement of the use contraceptives by the ministry of health to curb AIDS.”

Page 6 “Money and Business” posted “Seven thousand Dinars imposed school fees upon the Gezira secondary schools.” Also, the journal continued its follow-up of the plight of the Gezira and the Manaqil tenants who might lose land tenure by a new law.

The Al-Ray page included a call on “amending the immunity of the head of state in the transitional constitution.” The call stated that the president and the two vice-presidents must not be immune in the case of serious international crimes, especially the crimes of war and the crimes against humanity, in addition to acts they might commit as ordinary citizens that are not related to their jobs.

In a column at the same page, the writer spoke about the criminal activities of southerner militias in the Sudan Defense Forces that caused the killing of 10 persons and the injuries of 27 this last March on the way to Abyei, besides forced tax collection by these forces upon cars traveling in region.

In the last page, columnist Zuhair al-Saraj discussed the hostile statements against the UN in the press and “the UN clients, inside: what follows is a call on censor and a return to the consumable mottos that misled people for a long time.”

In the same page, the journal posted news on the start of a workshop about “gender and good governance” organized by the UNDP. The workshop discussed the issues of violence against women, good governance and the rule of law, masculinity and the male-female relations.

The Sudani Issue of June 28th included 4 legal materials. The first, “Financial shortages threaten the lives of 5 million peoples infected with Bilharzias.” Other news relayed, “The minister of humanitarian affairs says 15% of the Sudanese are either refugees or displaced.” A third piece of news “Soba court releases 22 accused persons for non-existent evidence.” A fourth piece of news “admits poor availability of water in Port Sudan.”

In the second page, “Sharp criticisms of the system of progressive taxation;” and “312 cases of diarrhea existed in al-Damar.” In the third page, Mahgoub Irwa talked in his column about “Clarifying oil and souls.” He called on the use of oil revenues, “as an energy source for peace, unity, good governance, and a State of justice and equality.”

In the Issue of June the 29th, al-Sudani published in the front-page “More than 20,000 persons infected with Malaria last week.” In the second page, “Negligence and recklessness handicap the programs of relocating refugees and displaced people… The size of internally displaced people is between 4.5 to 5 millions.”

Page 5, Tahqiq, raised the problem of “Blood banks between scarce deposits and poor performance… Full rejection to the trading of blood… No burners for the bank waste… redundant equipment.” In page 7, Mal wa A’mal, a report was posted on “200,000 graduate unemployed by 2005.”

Issue 234 in the 30th of June included an investigation “revealing secrets published for the first time on the Ramadan armed forces’ movement.” An Umma seminar “asked for an interrogation of all those responsible for the tragic sentences.” The inquiry asked: “Isn’t it the right of the families to know how the trials were processed? What law guided the trials? Who were the members of the court, if any? Where were the victims buried? Isn’t it the right of the families to receive the bodies of their relatives and pray for them?”

In the sixth page, Qadaya Fikriya [Intellectual Issues], the editor posted an essay by Atif Abd-Allah on “African cultures and the identity of the Southerners.” The other issue explained “The cultural equilibrium and possibilities of dialogue” by Bakri Bakheit.

In Issue 235, July the first, the Sudani posted in the front-page three materials concerned with legal problems: “The SPLM announces from Juba and Khartoum acceptance of the international force;” “Assault on a physician working at the Ibrahim Malik hospital” by a security officer; “Equatorial chiefs demand interrogation on the murder of a health officer.”

On page 11, Dirasat [Studies], the crisis of public education was debated in a study on “The curriculum of the elementary stage.”  

Page 13 Hwadith wa Qadaya [Events and Problems] “Save the Medani Prison… debilitated walls, no electricity, no drinking water; still, prisoners stay willingly.”

Commenting on the depiction by the chief security and intelligence officer of the supporters of international interference in Darfur as “traitors,” Zuhair al-Saraj asked in the last page, “Who are the traitors?!”

The Situation of Human Rights

March 1 – July 31, 2006
SHRO-Cairo Secretariat
Between the first of March and the 31st of July 2006, the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to life and the freedoms of expression and publications; organization and assembly; etc., was unabated. In the same period, hundreds of citizens were arbitrarily arrested without charge. A number of detainees were tortured in detention. Tens of citizens were extra-judicially killed, especially in Darfur. Despite the peace agreements of May the 5th this year in the Nigerian capital Abuja between the Government of Sudan and a branch of the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) led by Menni Minawi, the acts of violence escalated in a large scale. Another wing of the SLM and the Justice and Equality Movement refused to sign the agreement “being short of their demands,” as they claimed. The acts of violence caused the displacement of tens of thousands of people that amounted in the three closing weeks of July to more than 25,000 citizens.

The Sudanese government, which made the approval of receiving international forces in Darfur contingent upon the signing of a peace agreement with the rebels, continued to reject the mobilization of international forces in the region even after the peace agreement was signed with the SLM. On July 28th, the president reiterated the same opposition before a public gathering saying that, “We will not surrender Darfur to international forces. Darfur will be a cemetery of such forces, and they will never be restful in Darfur.”

The Freedom of Expression and Publications
March 8th, the security authorities arrested both editor-in-chief of the Al-Watan journal Sid Ahmed Khalifa and his deputy Mustafa Abul-Azaym following Al-Watan’s posting of news indicating a reward announced by the chairperson of the ruling party’s supporter, the Sudanese Students’ Union, on the head of the special representative of the United Nations Secretary General in Sudan. The security prosecutor of crimes against the State further interrogated the two journalists. 

On March 17th, the national communications corporation suspended the Sudanonline website.

On March 22nd, the Armed Forces suspended all interviews with retired army officers by the press and the other media. The army spokesperson issued a decree prohibiting the posting of any essay or interview with retired officers without direct approval by his office.

In April, state officials and other leaders of the ruling party assaulted further the Sudanonline website with additional threats. 

In May, the authorities tightened up restrictions on the traveling of foreign journalists to the region of Darfur. Not a single permit was issued in that respect since the signing of the 5th of May peace agreement in Abuja.

June 29th, journalist Mohamed Abd al-Karim Abd al-Rasool of the Al-Wihda newspaper was subjected to an assassination attempt, which many related to the security elements. The security authorities had repeatedly interrogated Abd al-Rasool, the deputy chairperson of the Darfur League of Journalists, since he began to post news on the violation of human rights by the armed forces in Darfur.  

July 2nd, the ministers of defense and the interior and the director of security and intelligence called on the media leaders in a press conference to support the president’s decision that rejected foreign intervention in Darfur. 

In the first week of July, the authorities suspended the Al-Sudani journal for one day because it criticized the president’s decision.

On July 8th, a group of Sudanese journalists demonstrated before the residence of the National Council for Press and Publications protesting the suspension as a violation of the press freedom.  

July 17th, the authorities of Central Equatoria Region closed down a radio station transmitting from Juba “without license, using a licensed wave of another station.” The F. M. Liberty radio station, however, denied the charges. 

Arbitrary Arrest and Other Violations
March 7th, the security authorities arrested leaders of the Beja Congress and the East Front, including Hussain Mohamed Omer, Ali Omer Mohamed Ali, and Haroun Mohamed Ali. Detained without charge, the arrested persons entered in open strike. The arrests that occurred in the states of Kassala and Gedarif continued for 3 days. The arrestees included al-Amin al-Haj, chairperson of the Beja Congress in Gedarif, Osman Hassan al-Masri, secretary general of the party in Gedarif, Ja’far Mohamed Adam, secretary general of the party in Kassala, in addition to Hashim Hangag and Mahmoud Ibrahim Osman. 

 March 10th, the security authorities arrested in the town of Toker in Eastern Sudan student Hussain Osman Mohamed Isma’il for his legal activities. His place of detention had not been identified until he was released on March 18th. The authorities confiscated his personal files.

March 12th, the police arrested in the Otash refugee camp in Northern Nyala two refugees from inside the market. The two detainees, Hashim Abd-Allah Tarqiya and al-Sayed Adam Haroun were battered and severely tortured by 3 police officers before they were released in the next day. 

March 12th, the Khartoum North Judiciary started the trial of 6 students from the University of Juba who had been accused of engagement in riots resulting in the destruction of university property.

March 15th, the national security department in Port Sudan interrogated the human rights activist advocate Hassan al-Tayeb, regarding preparations of a campaign that called on the government to approve the International Agreement on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. The security officers asked the advocate to deliver a list of all persons involved in the plan of the campaign, as well as the names of the speakers. The campaign, which had been planned by 3 civil society groups, was cancelled by security orders without prior notice or reasons. 

By mid March, three Beja Congress supporters were arrested in Kassala. These were Ali Hussain Mohamed Omer, Mohamed Omer, and Haroun Mohamed Ali. They were not released until the 21st of May. Ali Hussein was denied medical treatment despite his sickness.

On the 3rd and the 4th of April, the security forces arrested a number of Beja Congress leaders in Kassala: Mohamedain Suliman, Ja’far Mohamed Adam, Mohamed Osman al-Khalifa, al-Amin al-Faydabi, and Hashim Hingag. 

April 12th, elements of the security forces arrested al-Sharif Hussain al-Sharif, the principal of school at the Kilma Camp, while he was visiting a relative in Nyala. The same day, the Khartoum authorities launched a large campaign targeting the Darfur ethnic groups, especially the Fur, Massaleit, and Zagawa, in the Mayo district south of Khartoum.

April 16th, the security forces of Nyala arrested 7 individuals of the Qumur ethnic group without reasons or criminal charges. In April 22nd, three detainees were released (Mohamed al-Jimayabi, al-Omda Gibril, and Sakin), while the other four detainees continued in jail (namely, Abd al-Rahman Abd-Allah al-Doma Adam, Adam Abd-Allah al-Doma Adam, al-Fadil Mohamed Matar, and al-Omda Babikir Mohamed al-Doma).

April 25th, the military intelligence arrested in the village of Donki Darisa to the south of Nyala four citizens suspected of cooperation with the Sudan Liberation Movement. The families of detainee al-Shaikh Adam Hassan Mohamed, Abbakar Yahiya Mohamed, Mohamed Ibrahim Bakango, and Ahmed al-Rihaid were denied the right of visitation.

April 26th, the intelligence arrested 14 persons from the village of Donky Darisa suspected of collaboration with the SLM. The arrested persons included Adam Hussain Mohamed Yousif. Abbakar Yahya Mahmoud, Yousif Tahir Ali, Mohamedain Mohamed Nour, Ahmed Rihaid (whose death most likely occurred in detention), Abd al-Rahman al-Neel, Mohamed Mohamed Ali, Ibrahim Abbakar Imam, Mohamed Suliman, Hussain Omer, Khamis Adam, Khalid Idris, Omer Idris, and Mohamed Suliman Abd-Allah. 

April 27th, the authorities arrested Barood Sandal Rajab, a lawyer advocating the defense of poor clients and political detainees. The security department spread news saying he had been arrested with secretive information in front of a foreign embassy. In actual reality, Sandal was pursuing an entry visa from the Embassy of Netherlands in Khartoum, in accordance with his constitutional right to move freely. Barood had been earlier accused of participation in a coup attempt of which he was acquitted by court. Currently, Barood has filed a suit at the Khartoum criminal court versus the security department. 

April 29th, 3 members of the Armed Forces led by Abu Ashara, an intelligence officer, arrested Ibrahim Adam from the village of Donky Darisa.

April 30th, the security authorities in Nyala arrested 3 students from their homes suspected of participation in riots occurring at the University of Nyala in Southern Darfur. The students Ahmed Mohamed Ali, Mohamed Haroun, and Wayil were tortured for two days under detention. Accused of breaching the public order under section 69 of the criminal law 1991, they were transferred to the central Nyala police in the third day of the arrest.

May the 1st, a security force arrested two students from the University of Nyala. Mohamed Mahgoub Haroun and al-Tayeb Yousif Ali were arrested and forbidden from receiving visiting members of their families. 

May 2nd, the security forces arrested a number of students, including Mohamed al-Imam Qassoum (detained until May 23rd), Mohamed al-Mahgoub Aseeb (for two weeks), and Ishaq Shayib Hamza.

The morning of May 15th, the Nyala security force interrogated Mussa’d Mohamed and Adam Mohamed Sharif. The two lawyers were detained for 13 hours in a cell. The next day, they were kept in custody at the security headquarters for long hours, without charge.

May 29th, the forces of security and the central reserved police opened fire on a demonstration inside the Otash Camp of internally displaced population, which caused the death of Ali Musa Eissa and injured Abd-Allah Ahmed Abd-Allah, Ibrahim Abd-Allah Siddig, and Ahmed Mohamed Adam. The demonstrators were protesting the peace agreement of Darfur.

In the same day, the security forces arrested tens of the displaced citizens, including women from the Kilma Camp, who had been protesting the peace agreement that two major rebel groups did not sign. Twenty-one of the detainees were detained at the Central Nyala police station where they were accused of violating section 50 (destroying the constitutional order), as well as section 51 (launching war on the government). 

The accused persons were Ibrahim Siddig Ali, Halima Adam Ibrahim, Yagoub Isma’il Mohamed, Isma’il Adam Isma’il, Abd al-Mon’im Mohamed Khamis, Fatima Adam Eissa, Hawa Shugar Ibrahim, Zahra Abd-Allah Ahmed, Halima Musa Atim, Hawa Khamis Mohamed, Fatima Ishaq Idris, Halima Abd al-Shafi Haroun, Hawa Adam Ali, Abd al-Mageed Ahmed Ishaq, Talfy Hassan Karam, Ahmed Juma’ Salih, Ali Abd al-Rahman Abd al-Mula, Hamid Eissa Haroun, Hussain Abbakar Ashar, al-Sayed Suliman Musa, and Kaltoum Abd al-Karim Abd-Allah.

June 11th, five policemen in Nyala arrested a student - Siddig Musa Saeed - and teacher Ismail Musa Abd al-Qadim from the market of the city, suspected of collaboration with the SLA. The two arrested persons, who were from the Zagawa group, were tortured in detention. They were later moved to the Central Nyala police station accused of sections 50 and 51 of the criminal law 1991.

June 12th, five security officers arrested Omer al-Taj al-Najeeb, a graduate of the Islamic University in Omdurman. Al-Najeeb was distributing leaflets supporting students suspended from school because they failed to pay the tuition. He was brutalized with beatings, electric shocks, hanging from ceiling of the detention cell, and finally abandoned in a remote farm at al-Maygoma in the eastern bank of the Nile.

July 14th, the police arrested Aiesha Mohamed al-Tahir (32 years old) in the city of Kosti. Aiesha was tortured to force her to testify with false information against one of her relatives. On June 16th, the detained woman raised a complaint to the Prosecutor General of Kosti after her release. She was transferred to the hospital, which testified in a medial report about her tortures.

In the first week of July, the Khartoum security department tracked down and detained tens of students from the region of Darfur, including Sharafadeen Mahmoud Sharif, Musa Abd-Allah Bukhari, Khalil Mahmoud Fadl, and Nour Sharif al-Imam.

July the 5th, the security authorities interrogated Dr. Nageeb Najmadeen, the director of the Amal center for the treatment and rehabilitation of victims of torture. Najmadeen was accused of breaching sections 66 (spreading false news), section 77 (public nuisance), and sections 96 and 159 of the Criminal Law 1991. He was released after 12 hours’ detention.

July 13th, Dr. Waleed Ahmed Idrais was assaulted in Medani and gravely hurt by a member of a disciplinary force.

Extra-Judicial Killing

The 3rd of March, al-Shertay al-Mardi Ahmed Haroun Kursi, the native leader of Tara area was killed inside his house at the Khartoum neighborhood in the city of Nyala. The murdered leader was shot with 8 bullets.

March 10th, armed militias, probably from the janjaweed, rubbed the Tayboon Camp of displaced population in Jebel Marra, Western Darfur. The attack was extended to 3 other villages, i.e., Daya, Tora, and Kando. 

March 10, the janjaweed militias attacked from three axes the villages of Qurayda in southern Darfur, killing 28 citizens and injuring 28 others.

March 15, armed militias, probably janjaweed, rubbed the Tayboun Camp in Jebel Marra; they also attacked three other villages, Daya, Torra, and Kando in the same day. About 26 citizens were killed, including Fatima Ishaq Musa, Haja Mohamed Haroun, Fayza Mohamed, Halima Allam Musa, Zahra Suliman, Allam Kanloli, Mudathir…, al-Faki Sambo, Mohamed Adam Haroun, Mukhtar Adam Muhajir, Omer Adam Osman, Bodour Haroun Sarsar, Mohamed Abd al-Mageed, Mubarak Mohamed Beldo, Adam Musa Basi, Omer Abd al-Hamid, al-Sheikh Bahradeen, Zarouq…, Salahadeen…, Mohamed Eissa Ahmed, Hasabo Ahmed Eissa, Ahmed Eissa, Ahmed Ibrahim Abu al-Bashir, Ishaq Haroun, Ali Hasab-Allah, and Hassan… Among the injured party were Fatima Mousa Izadeen, al-Tayeb Suliman, Abd al-Monim…, Adam Mohamed Dimis, Ibrahim Ali Mohamed, and Suliman Hussain Ishaq.

April 13th, a group of armed militias on camels and horses attacked and rubbed the village of Karmaji in the northeastern space of Nyala. 15 citizens were killed and 11 injured. The transgressors rubbed hundreds of cattle, goats, donkeys, and camels. The murdered citizens included Adam Ibrahim Ryas, Ahmed Musa Hamdan, al-Sheikh Adam Doud, Fatima Abd-Allah Adam, Hassan Adam, Ibrahim al-Zain Ahmed, Ishaq Abbakr, Omer Abbakr Osman, Osman Ali Musa, Rasha Mohamedain Adam, Saifadeen Abd al-Rahman Hassan, Suliman Abd-Allah Tirab, Suliman Musa Mohamed, Yagoub Ibrahim Hamdan, and Yahya Mohamed Yahya. The injured persons were Abd-Allah Ali Daoud, Adam Ali Adam, Adam Ishaq Abbakar, Adamo Adam Doud, Ahmed Abu-Tirab, Aiesha Abd-Allah Adam, Fatima Ushar Burma, Hawa Bakheit, Mohamedain Adam Shumu, Mohamed al-Hadi Mohamed, and Um al-Hassan Mohamed Adam.

April 17th, 15 persons were killed, including 11 civilians, in armed conflict between different groups of the South Sudan Defense Forces in the district of Longshok.

April 22nd, security forces armed with automatic weapons opened fire on villagers at the Abri School in the Nile State. Three persons were killed and more than 50 others injured. The villagers were debating the harmful effects of erecting a dam in their area. The murdered citizens were Ata al-Sayed al-Khidir al-Mahi (30), Yasin Mohamed al-Khair (20), and Salih al-Fekki al-Khidir (27). The injured citizens who received medical attention at the hospital of Karima were Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Eissaili, Tariq Osman Mohamed Ali Farah, Hafiz Abbas Mohamed Abbas, Monawar Osman Abbas, Jamaladeen Fath al-Rahman Khalil, Mohamed Taha Mohamed Ahmed, Mus’ab Abd al-Monim Abd al-Rahman Waraq, Suliman Mohamed Babikir, Hussain Ali Ahmed Mohamed, Hussain al-Awad Eissa, Omer al-Amin Omer, al-Rasheed al-Amin Ahmed, and Mohamed Ahmed al-Nour. A security force arrested a number of citizens, including Ali Mohamed al-Hassan Masa’d, Fadl-Allah Idris al-Ijaymi, and Mohamed Ahmed al-Ijaymi.

The first days of May, a translator working with the African Union was murdered. Also, demonstrators protesting the Darfur peace agreement destroyed a police station.

May 15th, armed militias, probably from the janjaweed groups, killed 11 persons at least, and injured many others in attacks targeting 7 villages around Kutum in North Darfur.

May 27, armed militias attacked the village of Gosa Jama’t near Nyala. Eight persons from the Fur group were injured. The victims were Adam Ali Ishaq, Hassan Ishaq, Mohamed Abd al-Qadir, Abd al-Basit Suliman, Abd-Allah Ishaq Mohamed, Mansour Hassan, Idris Abd al-Hamid, and Hassan Ishaq Adam.

June 6th, three armed persons, probably from the janjaweed militias, assaulted Ali Abd-Allah Adam in the Kilma Camp. The victim was threatened with death before they took away his horse.

June 11th, a group of armed persons, probably janjaweed, attacked Musa Ahmed Abd al-Nour outside the Deraig Camp while he was escorting two old women gathering woods from the area. The victim had been threatened with death before he was kidnapped.

June 12th, about 15 policemen in land cruisers fired their guns in the air without causing physical hurt to terrorize the displaced people at the Kilma Camp.

June 29, armed groups attacked Kilma, killing a person and injuring two others. The murdered citizen, Haroun Salmani, was an employed guard with Care; the injured persons were Adam Musa Adam and Ramadan Abd al-Karim Mohamed.

July 5th, unknown militias attacked a guard of an NGO in the Kilma Camp. In the same day, two of the displaced citizens were injured by gunshots.

July 24th, about 25-armed militias, some dressed in army uniforms, attacked 20 women collecting woods around the Kilma Camp. The offenders battered the women and then raped 17 women from the Fur group aged between 19 and 42 years of age. The AU monitoring force was informed about the attack.

The Refugees and Displaced Population
In the period between March and July, the UN refugees’ commission sent seven convoys that moved voluntarily Sudanese refugees from Uganda to South Sudan, especially the Upper Nile region. The convoys relocated about 700 refugees, which increased the total returnees to 10,113 refugees out of 170,000 Sudanese refugees in Uganda.

April 5th, 300 persons, composing the first group of the Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia returned voluntarily to South Sudan. Supervised by the UN refugees’ commission, the voluntary relocation of refugees aimed to return 4,500 Sudanese refugees from Ethiopia. 

It is worthy of mention that the total South Sudan refugees were more than 600,000 refugees, in addition to 4.5 million internally displaced people.

Terrorism by Religious Groups
The terrorism of government-supported intimidating groups continued unheeded by the State authorities. Many campaigns by these groups intimidated many democrats, as well as leftists, and the supporters of international intervention in Darfur, including Dr. Hassan al-Turabi, the secretary-general of the Popular Congress Party.

April 19th, the al-Rabita al-Shari’ya lilDu’at called on the trial of Dr. Hassan al-Turabi for blasphemy concerning a fatwa [religious decree] he recently announced to allow Muslim women to lead prayers in a mosque and to be married, if they so wished, with a man of a Christian or Jewish faith. 

Later in April, the Hay’at U’lama al-Sudan filed a case of apostasy versus al-Turabi under section 125 of the Criminal Law.

May 2nd, the Tajamu Ansar al-Sunna at the University of Red Sea in Port Sudan called on the elimination of communist and democratic citizens in cold blood. As a result, acts of aggression were made against Tariq Taj al-Sir, Mohamed Babikir, and Usama Mohamed Ahmed. The call that embraced equally the students of Darfur prompted the university president to suspend the school on the 7th and 8th of May. In May 9th, another decision suspended all faculties, except for the faculty of medicine, as well as a freeze on the elected union of students.

The Relations of the Two Ruling Parties
Dispute continued unabated in the relations of the two main partners of the Government of National Unity (GONU), i.e., the National Congress [NIF/NC] and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). 

The latter accused the NC of slowing down implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). The issues in dispute included the designated commissions by agreement, Abyei borders, withdrawal of the government army beyond the Independence border of January 1956, the volume and revenue of oil production, and the democratic transition, which had been extremely sluggish.

In the reported period, the South experienced acts of violence leading to the killing and injuries of many citizens:

March 15th, two armed persons attacked the UNHRC in Yay, killing a local guard and injuring another, in addition to two employees of the UN office.

April 1st, a southerner-armed group assaulted the Islamic Call Organization in Bantiuo of the Unity State. Northerner citizens were attacked in the market, of whom a citizen was murdered and 5 others injured. The same transgressing group injured another citizen in attack on the rest house of the Elber International Organization. 

May 2nd, fighting erupted between SPLA and “the White Army,” an armed group in the Lou area, southeast the Jongli State, as a consequence of an SPLA attempt to disarm the White Army group.

July 11th and the two subsequent days, 4 soldiers and 7 civilians were killed in fighting between the Armed Forces and members of the SPLA. A dispute between two soldiers of the armies in question motivated the SAF soldier to shoot the SPLA soldiers. The number of victims increased to 28 deaths, including 17 civilians.

July 25th, 242 children, part of an SPLA combat battalion, were demobilized in Tong of the Warab State. It is believed that more than 15,000 children have been demobilized and returned to their families and/or local communities in the last five years. 900 children were demobilized after the signing of the CPA. 

July 26th, Ean Pronx, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General, reported that the oil companies in South Sudan possessed special militias that controlled the oil production fields. These militias obstructed the returnee refugees from relocation to their own homes in the oil production areas. 

July 29th, an SPLM official accused the government of arming militias in the South. The SPLM Secretary General Pagan Amum said that the Armed Forces continued to provide arms and support to the militias in the South in gross violation to the CPA.

By the end of July, an SPLA armed group attacked with granites and guns the home of Riyak Gay Kok, adviser of the president deputy speaker of the National Council for Southern Affairs, in al-Rank town of the Upper Nile State. The assault, which was later ended by both the Armed Forces and the SPLA, led to the injury of the adviser’s driver. 

Handicapping NGOs Activities
The authorities targeted the civil society groups, especially those working in human rights.

March 13th, the Humanitarian Affairs Commission of West Darfur decided to freeze the Sudan Social Development Organization without reason.

March 15th, the authorities in the State of Western Darfur closed down three offices of a Sudanese organization for human rights that worked in Ginaina, Zalingi, and Garsila to provide water, education, health, sanitation, and the protection of civilians.

By mid March, the authorities expelled two humanitarian organizations in Hamashkoraib, namely the International Rescue Committee and the Samaritan Relief International. The UN coordinator of humanitarian affairs Manuel DaSelva admitted there had been harsh difficulties hindering the duties of the UN employees in East Sudan, in addition to the worseness of the security conditions. The UN coordinator called on the government to respect the freedom of movement of the UN employees and troops.

The first days of April, the authorities disallowed the UN Assistant Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs from entering Darfur “due to unsuitable security conditions.” 

April 11th, the ministry of humanitarian affairs froze the bank account of the Oan women’s organization in Port Sudan because the organization obtained financial aid from the European Union without prior formal permission. This was the first freeze of the sort since the enforcement of a new act on voluntary work that restricted the role of organizations by the ministry’s discretionary power to offer, reject, or withdraw permits. Moreover, the minister’s approval was made a pre-condition to receive funding by law.

July the 1st, Oxfam suspended the activities of two offices in Darfur since the kidnapping of one of its Sudanese employees and the escalation of robbery in the area.

July 4th, the police force of Ikotos, near Torit in the State of Eastern Equatoria, arrested Charles Locker, the general manager of a non-governmental organization working on conflict resolution in South Sudan. The police had already sequestrated property of the organization and arrested several employees in the absence of Charles from the office. On July 6th, Charles was transferred to Torit where he was kept in custody without charge.

By the end of the month, officials of international relief agencies admitted they weren’t able to reach all needy populations due to a prevalence of violence and unsafe security conditions in Darfur.
Democracy Issues in the SSA Anniversary

Mahgoub El-Tigani

Sections of this report are included in the author’s “The Human Rights of Sudanese Musicology, Burrayy Mohamed Daffa-Allah: Musical Creativity and Cultural Heritage,” a paper prepared and presented in the Twenty Fifth Silver Anniversary Conference of the Sudan Studies Association, USA (August 2006) - Editor.
August 8-10, 2006, Providence, the capitol city of the State of Rhode Island, witnessed the 25th Silver Anniversary Conference of the Sudan Studies Association (SSA).

In a pamphlet distributed in the Conference, the SSA founding member Fluehr-Lobban explained that Osman Hassan Ahmed [the Cultural Attaché] of the Sudanese Embassy in the United States, Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban, and Constance Berkley organized a founding conference of the SSA at George Washington University in Washington, D.C., in the spring of 1981. 

Thereafter, the signers of the Articles of Association in the State of Rhode Island included Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban, Constance Berkley, Richard Lobban, Jr., Peter Garreston, David Sconyers, and Jay Spaulding. From that time on, both Sudanese and non-Sudanese elected presidents have led the SSA up to the present time.

The SSA held annual both annual and international conferences in several cities in America and the other continents of which a conference was held in Khartoum in the year 1988 on “Sudanese Studies: Past, Present, and Future,” a few years after the Popular Uprising of March/April 1985. The conference discussed a scholarly package to strengthen the people’s striving for the just and permanent peace, democratic transition, and sustainable development in the country as a whole. 

The themes of the other SSA conferences embraced specific focus on children of Sudan, Sudan in regional contexts, Sudan perspectives in diversity and change, civil wars casualties, displacement, and injustices, as well as the role and responsibility of the intellectual to Sudanese development, constituency for peace, and new visions for the reinterpretation of the Sudanese experiences.

According to the SSA constitution, the SSA was constituted for the purpose of “educational and scientific purposes… to promote the advancement of research and to facilitate the distribution of knowledge and understanding of the Sudan and its relationship to the wider world; to organize forums for the study and discussion of the Afro-Arab nation and its relationship with other nations and cultures.” 

The constitution allows the SSA “to communicate information of general interest and educational and/or scholarly value in the filed of Sudan studies; to assist, facilitate and improve communication and methods used to educate others and the public in general in the field of Sudan studies, and to advance the application of knowledge acquired in the study of Sudan for the benefit of society in general and for the benefit of educational scientific and professional aspects and interest of students and scholars of the Sudan.”

“After twenty-five years, the SSA has not grown up into a mass organization of thousands, but its essential role as a place for the exchange of knowledge about Sudan and for the making and renewal of personal relations and friendships remains at its core. With about 300 paying members in 2006, it is widely agreed that its membership reflects the core of Sudanist scholars, which has continued as more or less constant for the past quarter-century. The SSA membership list continues to include the leading experts and scholarly writers of the Sudan.”

Ismail Abdalla, the 8th elected president of the SSA, expressed his grave concerns for the future of Sudanic studies in the United States: “Thanks to the deliberate discouragement during the last two decades or so of US citizens traveling or doing research in the Sudan, hardly any terminal degree has recently been awarded in any of the main universities in this country.”

Abdalla remarked, “A quick glance at Dissertation Abstract for the last ten years or so is sufficient to convince the most critical individual that the Sudanese Studies in this country will face an up-hill battle in the coming decades. That is why it is important for all of us to double our efforts to cultivate students’ interest in Sudanese studies, and encourage as many as we can to travel and do research in that country.”

The SSA played a significant role in the South-North scholarly relations. As the founding president, Richard Lobban, Jr., said, “Sudan has spent most of its post-colonial history under military rule and facing civil war some place or the other. While we were all also very saddened about this, it happened that the SSA was one of the very few places that dialogue could take place between people and agencies that were locked in conflict and hostility.”

Ali Dinar, the SSA present-time president, affirmed with a cordial welcome to the gathering scholars in the Silver Anniversary meetings, that the SSA “belongs to no one and everyone.” 

Human Rights and Democracy
A special enthusiasm spread over the meetings with the deep discussions the Anniversary developed on human rights and democracy issues. Related to this the Anniversary publication “honors the memory and expresses its profound gratitude to the late Professor Mohamed Omer Beshir, pioneering northern scholar of the southern Sudan and extraordinary friend of the Sudan Studies Association from its earliest days.” 

A keynote speech by Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na’im alerted the audience “to challenge their thought, acknowledge prejudices, and strengthen stands for the better. Whenever clients recognize their rights, human rights activists will cease to act on their behalf.” On governance and the struggle for just power relations, A-Na’im affirmed: “A government that doesn’t honor the rights of its own citizens, doesn’t deserve acknowledgement as a sovereign.” 

Khalid Kodi emphasized the inescapable obligation of the Sudanese intellectual to support, in principle, the urgent demands of the people of Darfur to enjoy immediate relief, decent life, political and economic rights, as well as social and cultural advancement. 

The graphic designer Ismail Farah and artist Khalid Kodi provided the Anniversary with meaningful exhibitions. Farah’s  “show is intended to contribute to the trans-cultural aesthetic in the US by incorporating inspiration and new ideas and the inherited, digested lessons from Sudan.” 

Kodi exhibition magnified the tragic conditions of Sudan children as a result of civil wars. The movie shown in the exhibition entailed critical portraying of some of the succeeding state-managers who led or escalated these wars. 

Baraka Oyuru and his Band from South Sudan and Portland, Maine (USA) performed another special feature. The Band delighted the audience with pop music composed of Southerner songs. “The human rights of Sudanese musicology,” a paper and illustrative performance of the Burrayy music by al-oud musical instrument provided a special tribute by this writer to the late Sudanese musician Burrayy Daffa-Allah.

Suzan Christopher Lasu criticized gender violence at the grassroots level in South Sudan. Tamadir Sheikhadeen mentioned similar forms of discrimination in the North. There was a strong agreement to end gender discrimination by awareness campaigns, besides the application of effective state and societal policies.

The Republican Brothers, Albaqir Afifi Mukhtar and Hayder Badawi Sadig, explained a great difference between the “faqir” [Sufi] culture and the “faqih” [classical jurist] culture with respect to the Muslim faith in Sudan. The Sufi faqir represented an indigenous cultural identity in northern Sudan. But the dogmatic faqih resembled an alien culture that failed to accommodate the indigenous life of people. Steve Howard spoke about “geography and Baraka, the public spheres of the Republican Brothers.” 

Richard Lobban, Jr., updated the audience on his continuous attempts to “decipher the Meroitic monumental texts,” Bol Deng explored “Dinka history and comparative traditions,” and Kim Searcy shared his critical study of the Mahdiyya using European and Ansar sources.

Stephanie Beswick and Spaulding interested many commentators by their presentations on the Shilluk and Bari Kingdoms in the nineteenth century slaving era of South Sudan. “Exchanges in the slavery scourge were documented between the Shilluk Kings and the Kababish Arabs of the North to serve the kingdom’s needs for children,” emphasized Beswick.

Scopas Poggo spoke about the suffering of Sudanese refugees through his personal experience as a refugee in Uganda. Beniah Yongo-Bore laid out critical perspectives on the scholarship and higher education in Southern Sudan; and Michael Kevane presented a teaching module on economic development in Southern Sudan. A teaching site in the International Internet “would act as a clearing house to teaching materials about Sudan.” 

Senator Chaffe of the US Congress Foreign Relations Committee honored the conference with a firm commitment to the enduring peace and development of the country: “I need to get Sudan to my sub-committee,” said the Senator. When asked about the need to convene a national constitutional conference to strengthen the process of peace in Sudan, the Senator agreed assuredly.

Ambassador Donald Petterson, Chair Abyei Land Dispute Committee 2005, American Ambassador to Sudan 1992-95, Chairman Abyei Boundaries Commission 2005, and author of Inside Sudan and Revolution in Zanzibar gave a detailed account of his committee, “which was not subscribing to any particular government,” as he stressed. 

Asked about his opinion on the need to convene a national constitutional conference to allow all political players to put the dispute to a final rest in the face of the iron clad positions of the two disputing sides, the American Ambassador agreed that “the point is well-taken.” 

The impact of ethnicity on national identifications gained attention in a number of papers. “The South-North, Arab-African dichotomies are fiction,” analyzed Idris, Garrot, and Abd al-Salam. Amir Idris stressed the impact of race on national identification and the critical need to face out racism policies or practices, being a major source of continuous hostilities between the central government and the other regions of the country. 

Ahmed El-Amin El-Bashir emphasized the valid, well-thought, and promising Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). He also stressed, “the existence of an ongoing positive transformation of the civil society to move ahead.” And yet, many commentators emphasized, “The persistent existence of authoritative security controls over society that need to be effectively removed to free the civil society from government censor.” 

Garrot criticized many shortcomings of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement: that the CPA dedicated 52 percent of the power and wealth sharing to the ruling regime of the NIF alone at expense of the excluded participants of the political arena granted the failure of the agreement in the present time and future.

Hoth Chan claimed that, “South Sudan has reached a point of no return and must depart from the Sudanese Union.” Ismail Abdalla exposed “an imaginable model of a unified North that shared many similarities, instead of a unified Sudan that the godfathers emphasized without real constituents of unity.” But, what evidence does any one have to claim that any part of Sudan is self-sustainable?

Emphasizing the democratic and peaceful transformation of Malaysia from an ethno-centered economically underdeveloped country to a prosperous nationally integrated nation, Abd al-Salam called on the implementation of  “consociation politics” in the Sudan to guarantee a far-reaching and stable solution to the ethno-regional conflicts and political failures of the country. 
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