THE SUDANESE HUMAN RIGHTS QUARTERLY
ISSUE 23, JANUARY 2007
 

 

ALL-SUDANESE CONFERENCE 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PERMANENT PEACE

 

CONTENTS
 

-
Editorial on Darfur Genocide and the Sudanese-International Crisis 

-
Conference for Political Stability and Economic Development 

-
The SHRO-Secretariat Quarterly Report 

-
Will South and North Parliamentarians Salvage the CPA? 

-
Rural Women Question Gender and Abuses of Authority 

Editorial 

Darfur Genocide: 
The Sudanese-International Crisis
Editor-in-Chief

 

The problems Sudan has been facing to move peacefully to transitional rule are both multi-various and complex. Only a conference embodying opposition and government will do away with these problems or at least prepare the grounds for their settlement. The intensity and complexity of the Sudan’s Crisis deserves nothing less than full participation in national decision making by all Sudanese political parties and civil society groups. 
 

It is not a secret any more that the Government of National Unity (GONU) failed to live up to the agenda of transition rule. Instead, it is almost regularly reported that the GONU is a government that is almost completely placed under the sole control of the NIF/Congress ruling party at expense of the majority of the population. Even in the treaty guaranteed governance sharing between the Government of South Sudan (GOSS) and GONU, it was clearly stated in the words of the President of GOSS that “serious problems” endanger the process of peace through the CPA.

The CPA fate imposed its negative shadows over the Darfur Crisis, as well as the newly established agreement between the East Front and the GONU. Recently, the Menawi faction of the Sudan Liberation Movement and Army (SLM/A) was sharply opposed to the sluggish, reckless, and failing responses of the NIF/Congress ruling party to the urgent need to implement all provisions of the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA), timely. 
 

The government’s claim that the Darfur rebels should be the ones blamed for the non-implementation of the DPA is not holding grounds any where; the fact of the matter is that the Sudan’s Crisis, in general, and the Darfur and South-North re-emerging crisis, in particular, are political problems that will be resolved only with national political consensus. All other unilateral or bilateral solutions or external initiatives will not resolve the complex, inter-related, and highly politicized problems of Sudan.

On Judicial Reform: The failures of the GONU as led by the NIF/Congress ruling party have manifested themselves beyond any reasonable doubt in the situation of the Judiciary.
The Sudanese Judiciary is a vital source of stability for the upcoming peace and regular democracy in Sudan. The situation of the judiciary under the NIF Salvation Revolution, however, declined to its most derailing conditions since the nation’s independence. Early documented by the American Lawyers (1990), the judiciary became a favorable prey of the military regimes that succeeded the short-lived civilian governments of the country; thus adding accumulated intrusions by the executive and legislative powers over the judicial authority.

A few days before the NIF military coup in June 1989, the next leader of the coup Omer al-Bashir asked a member of the Kordofan judiciary about the administrative independence of the judiciary and its political ramifications. “It would mean what it might happen to you in the armed forces if a battalion were placed under judicial supervision, instead of its regular military command. Executive or legislative intrusions in the Judiciary would mix-up constitutional jurisdictions, confuse administrative duties, and generate possibly a national political crisis.” 

This same situation had already taken place in the mid 1960s when the executive branch of the government, led by the Prime Minister and then supported by the Constituent Assembly (the legislative branch), outlawed the parliamentarians of a political opposition party despite clear rejection of the government’s action by the Supreme Court. The result of the conflict transcended the influences of both executive and legislative branches of the government to exacerbate one of the country’s biggest political crises in the twentieth century. 
The judge that Bashir asked about the meaning of an independent judiciary, however, never thought al-Bashir was actually planning to destroy the newly-established independence of the judicial system by a military coup he would soon enforce in the country.

The National Islamic Front’s plotting against the Sudanese judiciary was well known. Early in Nimeiri’s time, especially after the promulgation and application of the September Shari’a Laws in 1983, the judiciary engaged in a bitter struggle to preserve legal and administrative independence from the high executive powers of the President and those of the legislative authority. 

 

Both branches of the government had been dissatisfied with the Judiciary’s insistence on its independence; the strong stands of judges versus the political and administrative corruption of the State; and the secular training, legal procedures, and court systems of the Land. 

Early in the 1980s, the President made an attempt to force the Judiciary to act in accordance with his direct commands. Faced with the judges’ rejection of his excesses, the President undermined the Judiciary by the establishment of a High Judicial Council to supervise over the judges’ terms of service, transfers, and promotions. 

 

The President further adopted anti-judicial measures to strengthen his executive grip on the judiciary. The judges, in response, went in a public strike. Hundreds of judges were subsequently dismissed and executives of the State intervened at large to restructure the whole system with new laws and appointments. 

The al-Bashir NIF-led government adopted the Nimeiri’s plan to place the Judiciary under executive patronage. This anti-democratic attitude by the State towards the Sudanese Independent Judiciary had already contributed to the chaos of Darfur and the lacking of tranquility all over the country. The GONU failed to comply with the UN Security Resolutions to surrender the perpetrators of crimes against humanity to the International Criminal Court. 

The independent, ethical, and professional stand expected by the Judiciary to collaborate fully with international justice simply gave way to the military, non-professional, and partisan executives and political leaders of the NIF/Congress ruling party. At the same time, the GONU NIF-controlled transitional government, according to the CPA governance provisions, hardly opposed the NIF partisan policies or stands, not to mention the NDA few representatives in the National Council or the SPLM/A non-majority group.

Despite these political and legal obstacles, both interior and external pressures are highly urged to 1) raise awareness about the crisis of the Judiciary in the Sudan; 2) require the GONU and the SSG to reinstate all of the politically purged judges by Nimeiri or Bashir to their positions in the Judiciary; and 3) increase civil society activities with full participation of the dismissed judges and the other professionals and skilled workers to ensure the reinstitution of all these individuals to help manning the deteriorating development of the country and to democratize the ongoing transitional rule.
The correlations that connect a Sudanese independent judiciary with the Darfur genocide and international human rights norms are crystal clear: to allow international justice to enforce the rights of Darfur victims, Sudanese judiciary must prove its legal and administrative competencies - an independent entity before whose courts crime perpetrators, regardless of status or rank, find fair trials and may face deserved penalties in accordance with international human rights norms. 

The military and the civilian executives who have most recently thrown the country into disarray must comply with the UN and the International Community on the basis of the legality for which separation of government branches and judicial reform must go hand in hand with international compliance. 
Conference for Political Stability, 
Economic Development

Mahgoub El-Tigani
Sudan’s political stability and economic development has consistently engaged the intellectuals and activists of the country at home and abroad. Increasingly, the solutions thus far adopted aimed to provide national consensus on planning and implementation, rather than one-sided decision making or political participation by the government or any ruling parties. This fundamental fact about Sudanese politics has been clearly exercised in the recent national and international efforts to end the North-South civil war and to open up a democratic path to a just and permanent peace all over the country.

A Historical Memorandum: On September 2001, a group of Sudanese activists addressed themselves to Senator John Danforth, the US Envoy for peace in the Sudan. 

The Memorandum said, “We believe President Bush has righteously referred to the Sudan crisis as one that is ‘important to [his] administration, it's important to the world’ … We appreciate President Bush decision to appoint Senator Danforth to ‘determine if there is anything useful the U.S. can do to help end the misery in Sudan, in addition to what we are already doing on the humanitarian side’ … We take this opportunity to extend our appreciation and gratitude for the invaluable humanitarian support that the US Government offers to our People in the war-affected areas.” 

The activist stated that “The crisis of Sudan is deeply rooted in the administrative, political, economic, and cultural situation of the country. The failure of Sudan's central government to carry out the peace agreement as successfully finalized with the Sudan People's Liberation Movement and Army (SPLM/SPLA) early in 1988 is a major cause of the civil war that the existing government unrelentingly pursues since the military coup of June 1989. The determination of the Government of Sudan to silence Sudanese democratic opposition all over the country with State violence is a major cause of the crisis. The involvement of the government in unprecedented indoctrination of religious fundamentalism to conquer both society and State is a major cause of the crisis. The twisting, unprincipled, and bad faith politics of the government towards the IGAD principles regarding the separation of State and religion and the exercise of the right of self determination by the South, the Ingessana, and Nuba Mountains is a major source of the crisis.” 

The activists also held that, “The elusive policies of the government not to come in terms with the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) … is a continuous source of the crisis. The elusive practices of the government towards the Egyptian-Libyan Initiative that managed to recognize the NDA as an equal partner with the government to solve the political crisis of Sudan is a major cause of the crisis. The continuous rejection of the government to all other national, regional, or international appeals to come to terms with the National Democratic Alliance is a major source of the conflict.” 

“We, the Sudanese in Diaspora and Friends of Sudan, sincerely believe that the crisis of Sudan is best analyzed and understood by the NDA Charter and Resolutions. The NDA Charter is founded on a clear commitment to the internationally recognized human rights norms. The NDA Resolutions are based on the national consensus of all NDA partners that include major political parties, trades unions, and military armies in opposition to the government … We, the Sudanese in the Diaspora and Friends of Sudan, ascertain with knowledge and experience that all Sudanese Muslim and non-Muslim populations have been living with religious tolerance in Sudan throughout the known history of the country. The burning of churches in the South, the massacres of Muslims in Omdurman mosques, and the destruction of Qur'anic schools in the Nuba Mountains, and the air bombing of the holy town of Hamoshkuraib were never before made in Sudan.”

“These acts of religious intolerance, ethnic cleansing and hate were only practiced by the military coup of the National Islamic Front (NIF) that seized political power to make of Sudan a pariah regime of religious intolerance. The NIF government launched ruthless earth encroachment and aerial bombardment of churches, schools and humanitarian relief centers, and prosecuted Christians and Muslims as well. The crisis of Sudan is a political crisis for which political resolutions must be fairly discussed and seriously implemented. It is because of the political nature and realities of the conflict that we emphasize in this Memorandum to your honor in your capacity as US Envoy for Peace in the Sudan to take the NDA Resolutions in consideration as a base for a just and comprehensive solution to Sudan's problems. We sincerely believe that these resolutions provide the best plan available for the establishment of a transitional rule in Sudan that will put a lasting and just settlement to the suffering of our People all over the country.”

The Government’s Human Rights Violations: “President Bush spoke correctly about the human rights violations of the Government of Sudan. As he put it: ‘For nearly two decades, the government of Sudan has waged a brutal and shameful war against its own people. And this isn't right, and this must stop. The government has targeted civilians for violence and terror. It permits and encourages slavery. And the responsibility to end the war is on their shoulders. They must now seek the peace, and we want to help.’ We are in full agreement with President Bush correct assessment of the gross human rights violations committed by the Government of Sudan.” 

The Memorandum evaluated performance of the government and the opposition towards the process of peace: “From its part, the NDA has always drawn the attention of the International Community to the continuous violations of human rights in Sudan; that repression and suppression still are effectively enforced; and that the "tawali" constitution only aimed at legalizing the single-party military rule of the Khartoum regime.
"The NDA and human rights groups have continuously denounced the unabated pervasive human rights violations by the Government of Sudan, especially the aerial bombardment of civilian targets in the liberated territories of Eastern Sudan, the South, Nuba Mountains, and areas north and south of the Blue Nile. The Sudanese in the Diaspora and Friends of Sudan share deep concerns with the People of Sudan, the NDA, all human rights groups, the Bush Administration, and the International Community for the suffering of the Sudanese People from this prolonged rule of tyranny, non-democracy, and genocide.”

“We refer in particular to the tragic situation of our People in Bahr al-Ghazal, Upper Nile, Nuba Mountains, and Eastern Sudan. We wish to recall the Memorandum of the People of Darfur that condemned the Government of Sudan for abandoning obligations of the State as it failed to provide social welfare, security, and settlement for the region - thus leading to a spread of unlicensed arms and the encouragement of tribal feuds. We appreciate the NDA endeavors to bring peace among the warring groups. We hope to draw the kind attention of the US Envoy for Peace in The Sudan to the NDA's reaffirmation of the right of the People of Sudan to invest in Sudan oil, gold, and the other natural resources of the country in an atmosphere of stability and peace."
The NDA High Expectations: The Memorandum to Envoy Danforth evaluated the NDA opposition as a promising agent of peace and the transition to democratic rule: “The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) ascertains that the political solution of the Sudanese conflict is a means of struggle for the People of Sudan to achieve their legitimate goals to: (a) End the civil war and establish principles of a permanent fair peace in a united Sudan with the will of People; (b) Eradicate dictatorial rule, restore democracy and the rule of law, and undertake full obligation to all covenants and agreements of international human rights law; and (c) Reconstruct the Sudanese State on a national decentralized basis for a just distribution of national wealth and power sharing, with full respect to the ethnical, religious and cultural diversities of The Sudan.”

The Memorandum reprimanded “The position of the Government of Sudan, however, [that] hardly changed since June 1989 up to this moment. Because of the government's rejection of the need to separate religion from State and the need to insure the exercise of the right of self-determination to the NDA's concerned parties, all meetings in Nigeria, Kenya, and Uganda between the Government of Sudan and the SPLA have failed.”

“Regarding the expected role of the Government of Sudan to enter into serious negotiations with the NDA, the NDA required the Government of Sudan to take these necessary measures to prepare the atmosphere conducive for the political solution: (a) Freeze all articles of the 1998 constitution that restrict public freedoms, according to the remarks reported by the UN Special Reporter on Human Rights in The Sudan as presented to the 55th Session of the UN Human Rights Committee in Geneva; (b) Cancel the second constitutional decree; (c) Cancel the Emergency Law; (d) Cancel all exceptional powers of the Public Security Law (arrest, inspection, detention, abduction, inspection without judicial warrant, etc.); (e) Cancel the Tawali (Association) Political Law, as well any patronage over political or union activities; (f) Cancel the Public Order's police or courts; (g) Guarantee the right to free movement, expression and organization, and abrogate all laws banning public freedoms; (h) Release all political detainees and drop all sentences and charges issued against political prisoners; and (e) Return all confiscated properties [ to their original owners].”

“Except for a few properties that were most recently returned to a few citizens of the opposition groups, the majority of Sudanese indigenous groups and businesspeople have been completely deprived of their properties, lands, and animal wealth. The Government of Sudan is required to compensate all these victims, restore the expropriated lands and animal wealth by government-controlled militias (the Popular Defense Forces - PDF) to the expropriated parties, and secure the right of Sudanese indigenous groups to return to their homelands with dignity and respect."

"The Government of Sudan refused to apply any of the necessary measures (a) to (h) that the NDA emphasized to facilitate the process of peaceful negotiations towards a political solution of the Sudan’s crisis. We sincerely hope that Senator Danforth would place these necessary measures as top agenda to proceed with the peaceful solution "to help end the misery in Sudan." 
The Post-Naivasha Transitional Rule: Following the approval of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), the Sudanese democratic groups issued several statements supporting the CPA with reservations about the exclusionary attitude of the Government towards the insurance of full participation of the civil society and opposition parties in the political process of peace and the transition to democratic rule. 

Besides strong criticisms by the NDA and the Umma Party about the biased political representation of political forces in the National Council of the Government of National Unity (GONU), the civil society groups criticized the unchanged determination of the NIF/Congress ruling party to impose unilateral decisions on the GONU performance in the internal and international arena. 

The Sudanese civil society groups, the NDA, and the Umma stressed the urgent need to end an unnecessary dispute between the GONU Presidency and the United Nations Security Council and other key agencies with respect to the international forces needed to help restore stability and peace in Darfur. The Sudanese people made it clear that they stand in support of the African Union and the United Nations Security Council versus the unwise actions by the NIF/Congress ruling party against the People of Sudan, Darfur, and the International Community.

The human rights and civil society groups have been equally protesting the careless attitude of the NIF/Congress ruling party towards implementation of the CPA provisions on the South oil revenue; the removal of government-supported militias from South; and other major financial, administrative, and military issues.

Most importantly, the unchanged hegemony of the NIF/Congress ruling party over the coercive apparatus of the State, namely the armed forces, police, and security forces has virtually enabled the NIF terrorist rule to repress the democratic transition of the whole country. The Malakal brutal events by the armed forces of both GONU and GOSS testified to this atrocious situation.

It is with this upper-free-hand control that the CPA granted the NIF/Congress ruling party. The bulk of the Sudanese civil society groups and democratic forces emphasized increasingly the transition to democratic rule via a national constitutional conference, rather than any possible expectations from the ongoing GONU.

The Need for a National Democratic Government: The democratic groups of the country emphasized the need to convene a national constitutional conference in which representatives of all political forces will join hand in hand to straighten the performance of governance, in accordance with the CPA. A new government based on such representation should be able to carry out the program of transition to democratic rule on the basis of political collaboration and national collective work, rather than any unilateral or bilateral systems of rule. 

The legitimacy of the national constitutional conference is quite understandable. It is not a call on abolishment of the CPA. It is a call on the Nation to rally full support to the CPA in the absence of political determination and real commitment by the NIF/Congress ruling party and presidency to abide-by the provisions of the CPA and to comply fully with the United Nations Security Council Resolutions. 

The Sudan Human Rights Organization (SHRO-Cairo) is gravely concerned for the negligence of the GONU to the NDA/Umma call to convene a national constitutional conference – a significant method to resolve the chronic crises of the country, especially the Darfur Crisis and the congested North-South relations. 

It goes without saying that the GONU, now including parliamentarians representing the NDA groups, is required before the International Community to end the Sudan’s Crisis, the foremost national agenda. As repeatedly stressed by the Organization, all partisan solutions of the Sudan’s Crisis will not render it possible to expect principled commitment to the CPA by the national forces as a whole. 
The Sudanese national consensus alone is the only possible achiever of the democratic standards of governance that the peace treaty cherished based on principled implementation of the urgent needs of the country up to the full realization of international norms.
The Situation of Human Rights in Sudan

August 1 – December 31, 2006

SHRO-Cairo Secretariat

Between August 1 and December 31, 2006, the violation of fundamental rights and freedoms, especially the freedom of the press and expression and the right to peaceful organization and assembly continued unabated. In August and September, the authorities ended violently peaceful demonstrations, apprehended tens of citizens, and sent to jail or inflicted fines by prompt trials on others. In September, the authorities censored the media coverage of the public protesting price rises and the police brutalities versus the protestors. The authorities censored the news on the kidnapping and murder of the journalist Mohamed Taha Mohamed Ahmed. Similarly, the government censored the news about the humanitarian crisis and the escalated dispute in Darfur. Gross human rights violations were widely spread over the whole country, including the South.
The government approved a number of debatable laws of which laws on political parties and civil service were largely disapproved by both civil society and political groups. In November, the government approved an act on political parties and organizations (2006) similar to the Tawali law that had been earlier rejected by political groups. A new civil service act, however, abrogated a provision previously adopted by the NIF rule, namely “the compulsory retirement of public employees for the public good,” which had been intensively abused by the NIF rulers to purge thousands of political opponents throughout the Salvation rule. The civil service act, which came about in compliance with the CPA, stipulated that retirement shall be enforced only in accordance with the law of public employees’ accountability to enable employees to argue before courts against forced retirement.
It is possible to claim that a new act on the organization of political parties aimed to model all political groups by NIF standards. As such, the new act might guarantee only nominal participation of political parties in the legislative and executive organs of government rather than effective participation by independent parties. Section (5) in Chapter II of the Act defines party activities as those “making an effort to achieve social and cultural development to participate in the legislature and the executive activities through representation in the federal, regional, state, or local parliaments.” 
Section (10) exempts the disciplinary forces, judges, legal advisers of the ministry of justice, and leaders of the public service from the right to participate in the establishment of political parties. This exception deprives the groups in question from their political rights, which contradicts the enjoyment of the right to political participation guaranteed by the State for the same professional groups that support the ruling party.

Section 10-1, Chapter II, deals with the formation of a Parties’ Commissariat that consists of seven persons “well-reputed for piety, experience, and self-denial.” The National Council will select six persons; and the Commissariat will appoint the seventh member. Bearing in mind the existing constituency of the GONU National Council (which is dominated by the NIF/Congress and the SPLM with meager representation or non-representation of the other political groups), it is not difficult to expect party bias in the selection of the Commissariat. Section (18) determines the establishment of a political party by a founding assembly shall elect the executive committee, pass the by-laws, and party program, etc. The section ignored the fact that many political parties have been already established for long decades and that they don’t need to re-establish their structures or political organization by act.
The law meddles in the workaday life and the administrative affairs of political parties, for example obligating a party with the maintenance of a register including the minutes of every meeting by the high executives of the party, including decision-making, names of attendees, and the method of voting. The law asks the parties to convene general assemblies in a regular way, once every three years (Section 29). The parties shall present full accounts of their revenues and expenditures for annual auditing (Section 31).

A Sudanese political party will not be a branch of a foreign party, says Section 42-1 of the law, which also empowers the Commissariat to set-up an ordinance to regulate the communications and relationships of parties with foreign entities (Section 41-1).

Perhaps the most dangerous provision of the law is the contents of Section 43 that allow the dissolution of a political party “if so decides the Constitutional Court in case a party commits any breach of the Constitution or the law, or threatens the social peace.”

October 14, the Government of Sudan and the East Front signed an agreement to end eleven years of armed conflict between the two entities. The Organization welcomed the agreement with reservations because the agreement excluded other parties in the conflict, in addition to major political groups in the country and the civil society organizations. The agreement ignored the need to investigate the massacres of Port Sudan last January, apprehend the perpetrators, and compensate the victims. The agreement did not provide for the prosecution of corruption and abuses of power, including waste of the natural wealth. The Organization called on the significance of incorporating all local parties in the ongoing negotiations, and supported further the NDA call to merge the Niavasha, Abuja, Cairo, and Asmara agreements in a unified agreement to guarantee full participation of all parties.

October 19, the president ended the state of emergency law in East Sudan, according to the Asmara Agreement.

Despite the Abuja Peace Agreement on Darfur last May, the armed conflict worsened in the region as the AU force failed to protect the civilians. The government continued to launch massive military aggression in North Darfur by air force and land troops, added to the Janjaweed government-supported militias.

Reluctantly, the government agreed in December to enforce the AU 7,000 reconnaissance force with a UN force. Forty-three military personnel and 24 police officers of the international force arrived at Khartoum. But the government’s consent is still ambiguous in the light of non-obligating statements by government spokespersons.  
Freedom of the Press
In August, the Chicago Tribune journalist Paul was arrested with his Canadian assistants, Suliman Abubakr Musa (translator) and Idris Abd al-Rahman Ano (driver) in the course of his work as a reporter to the national Geographic magazine in the Ambararo area, North Darfur. On August 26, the 3-times Poultzer winner journalist was put to trial before the al-Fashir court, accused of spying and illegal dissemination of information, in addition to entry to Sudan without visa. A group of armed men, followers of the Minawi-led Sudan Liberation Army, arrested the journalist and delivered him to the Sudanese Armed Forces in exchange of a package of new military uniforms. Having spent 34 days in detention, the journalist and his assistants were released by presidential amnesty in response to international pressures.

August 13, Mahgoub ‘Irwa, editor-in-chief of al-Sudani newspaper, was tried by the Khartoum North Criminal Court for news claiming the tortures of two college students by the security forces, as published by his paper on June 10th. The National Security organ prosecuted the al-Sudani journal under section 66 of the criminal law and sections 27 and 29 of the Law on the Press and Publications.

On August 14, the al-Fashir Court imprisoned the press photographer activist Tomo Kriznar for two years, accused of spying and disseminating false information. The photographer had been arrested on July 19. The aim of the trial was to intimidate foreign journalists from traveling to Darfur. On September 2, the president released the journalist from jail in response to international mediation.

Also on August 14, the local authorities of ‘Amry prevented the media, the press, and the UN Human Rights Commission from entering the area that a dam under erection inundated and led to the destruction of more than 2,000 houses. The security officer of the area informed that he had received instructions from high authorities to stop the media from visiting the area for fear of angry reactions by the inhabitants. Clearly, however, the authorities aimed to censor the media coverage of the victims’ suffering.
August 16, the police battered and detained two journalists of Al-Ayyam journal while they were covering demolishment of the Dar a-Salam village near al-Baqair, a locality of al-Kamleen in the al-Gezira. The police arrested Nasraddin Ahmed al-Tayeb and Fakhraddin Yassin, tied them up, tortured them, and confiscated their notebooks and a camera before they were finally released. The journalists were threatened with further persecution if they published these tortures. Later at the Khartoum hospital, the police refused to provide the victims with form (8) to report the tortures. “The reported events took place outside Khartoum,” said the police. The victims were then told that “the Khartoum district attorney must first allow provision of the form,” which was extremely impossible at that night.
By mid August, the Press and Publications Council suspended from work two journalists of Al-Sahaffa newspaper, Salma Fath al-Bab and Bellah ‘Ali Omer.
August 28, the police arrested a number of speakers at a symposium organized by the Sudan Forum. The arrested persons, Suliman al-Amin of al-Sudani newspaper, were later released on bail.

August 29, Osman Merghani, Zuhair al-Saraj, and Rashid Diab were apprehended and released on bail by personal guarantees. These journalists were interrogated under sections 57, 77, 79, and 182 of the criminal law because they spoke in a seminar at the al-Shariqa Hall of the University of Khartoum about the price rises of petrol and sugar, and asked the government to cancel the new prices.
August 30, the authorities arrested a reporter and censored the al-Jazeera Channel media coverage of a peaceful demonstration in Khartoum protesting the price rises of petrol and sugar. The BBC correspondent Safa al-Salih was arrested while covering the events as well as Murtada al-Ghali, Al-Ayyam journalist, and the Jazeera photographer Ibrahim Mohamed who was beaten up by police officers.
In the opening days of September, the SPLM said it would undertake legal and political measures vis-à-vis newspapers it claimed defamed the reputation of SPLM/A leaders. The SPLM deputy secretary general announced that a committee was formed to apply the measures in question. 

September 6, a group personalizing security officers’ kidnapped journalist Mohamed Taha Mohamed Ahmed, the editor-in-chief of the Al-Wifaq newspaper, from his residence. The kidnapped journalist was detained in a remote place, beheaded, and his dead body abandoned at a southern suburb in Khartoum. Up until the end of 2006, the perpetrators have not been arrested although the police arrested 30 suspects.
Subsequently, the authorities imposed severe censorship on the press and media not to publish any information on the murder “to sustain ongoing investigations.” The security authorities appointed officers to censor news from all papers about the murder case or the protesting rallies against price rises. The SPLM GONU partners protested the revival of media censor. Related to this, the SPLM parliamentary leader stated that he would resign chairmanship of the committee on media and information at the National Council. 
September 9, the Khartoum North Criminal Court sentenced the journalist writers Bushra al-Sayim and al-Talib ‘Abd al-Mahmoud al-Wali imprisonment for a month condemned for breaching the peace and inciting riots since they participated in a peaceful demonstration against the petrol and sugar price rises. 
September 14, the authorities confiscated the printed papers of Ray al-Sha’ab and Al-Sudani because they published essays criticizing the difficult transition to democratic rule in the country and the violent measures the authorities imposed to suppress the peaceful protests. Al-Sudani newspaper had been earlier confiscated on September 9 for the same reason. 

September 29, the authorities arrested journalist Abu Obayda ‘Abd-Allah of the Al-Ray Al-‘Am paper. The journalist’s family and colleagues were not able to know his whereabouts for a week. He was released from detention after two weeks from the day of arrest.

In October, the Press and Publications Council decided to submit a recommendation to the Judiciary to suspend the licenses of five sports’ papers, namely Al-Mareekh, Al-Korra, Al-Sadda, Mondiyal, and Al-Captain. The authorities suspended the legal registration of nine sports journalists, including editors-in-chief, “since their writings went beyond limits of the freedom of expression.” The journalists included Muzamil Abul-Qasim, Mohamed Ahmed Disoogi, Hassan Farouq, Ibrahim ‘Abd al-Rahim, Babiker Silik, Ibrahim ‘Abd-Allah, Ahmed Mohamed Ahmed, Fa’iz Deedi, and Haythm Siddiq. December 5, the court dismissed the case based on reconciliation between the Council and the suspended papers.
In October, the team of a foreign TV was apprehended because the authorities claimed the endorsed entry visa of the team had not been properly authenticated. A correspondent of a foreign paper was detained for a day because his permit had been wrongfully prepared by the Khartoum authorities.

November, the correspondent of the Sunday Times was detained on arrival at the Khartoum airport. First, the authorities justified the journalist’s apprehension since she had not used the right media identification on arrival to the airport. The authorities later claimed that the journalist’s passport was not authentic.

On November 28, the Al-Wattan paper was fined 5 million pounds, in addition to two days’ suspension for violating the security instrruction not to publish news about the murdered journalist Mohamed Taha Mohamed Ahmed.

November 22, the authorities arrested the journalist al-Tahir Satti, columnist of the al-Sahaffa newspaper. Satti had been detained in appalling detention conditions for 12 days before he was released on December 4. He wasn’t allowed to contact with his relatives or legal consultants. Satti said he had been interrogated in these days for 10 minutes on one time only. 

December 26, a court in Khartoum fined two journalists for critiquing the authorities. Zuhair al-Saraj, an editor with the Al-Sahaffa journal, was sentenced with fine in the amount of 5 million pounds or a term of imprisonment for a year. Nuraddin Medani, Al-Suddani deputy editor-in-chief, was fined with 2 million pounds or a term of imprisonment for 6 months for printing “false” information, according to criminal caw and the press act. Still, al-Saraj has been awaiting trial accused of writing a column in January 2006 at the Al-Sahaffa. The paper was fined 7 million pounds.
Violating public Rights and Freedoms
August 20, the police dispersed with tar gas and heavy sticks peaceful demonstrations in Wad Meddani by students protesting the petrol and sugar price rise. The police arrested tens of the participating students in the demonstrations.

August 30, the police repeated the same brutality to disperse a peaceful assembly in Khartoum, which led to the death of Siddig Mahgoub Siddig Manwar suffocated by the tar gas. About 100 persons were arrested; but released later at night.
The authorities interrogated a great number of politicians who had been detained the night before a peaceful assembly was scheduled to protest government policies. In the next morning, the police surrounded the downtown area to stop the demonstrators from delivering a memo of protest to the president. A Khartoum court sentenced subsequently many demonstrators with imprisonment and fines.
The same day in El-Obied City, the police dispersed another demonstration with similar brutalities. Tens of demonstrators were detained and put to trial.
September 11, unknown persons kidnapped ‘Abd al-Mon’im Mohamed Deen, the media officer of the Democratic Forum of East Sudan, tortured him severely. Deen was in a coma when the kidnappers abandoned him at a famous cemetery in Omdurman.
September 20, the SPLM troops subdued a peaceful demonstration at the University of Bahr al-Ghazzal in Wau, South Sudan. The SPLM troops shot firearms to disperse the demonstration, thus injuring many students.
Days before the end of September, the president issued a decree restricting the movements of American diplomats in Sudan within 25 kilometers from the Republican Palace. This decision came about “in retaliation to the way the president and his companions had been restricted to move in New York,” as officially announced by the president.

In October, the government decided to restrict the movement of foreigners in the country. A high council was chaired by the vice-president ‘Ali ‘Osman Mohamed Taha to control foreign activities in Sudan. The authorities estimated the size of foreigners in Sudan by about 668,462 persons the majority of whom were legal emigrants.
In September, the SPLM major partner of the GONU criticized at the National Council (parliament) the police authority abuses. The SPLM called on the control of police forces by the States, not the ministry of interior. The Sudan Police must be re-structured in accordance with the CPA, especially the National Capital protocol of power sharing. The chief SPLM MPS protested the heavy armament and lawless access of the police to harass citizens in residential areas. 

The police attacked a discussion forum at a university campus in al-Fashir. Arresting tens of students, the attack led to the killing of student Mohamed Musa (sophomore; faculty of education) and the hurting of 80 students of whom ten students were seriously injured. The discussion forum was organized by students supporting the Jabhat al-Khalas rebels of Darfur. The police used fire arms and heavy sticks to disperse the forum.
In September 5, the authorities cancelled a symposium scheduled by political parties at the Wad al-Bashir Square in the capital to discuss the most recent price rise on gas and sugar. The authorities claimed that the organizers had not obtained permission for their planned assembly. The authorities disallowed another call by the political parties to run a peaceful demonstration in protest of the prices’ rise. 
The government’s agency of humanitarian affairs launched wide campaigns against civil society groups that failed to rearrange their organizations, according to a new law on voluntary work (2006). The law inhibited civil society groups from receiving grants or pursuing funding to finance programs from abroad or even from Sudanese resources, without permission from the competent minister. The latter might authorize or disapprove funding by Section 7 of the new law. Section 13 authorized the registrar of voluntary organizations to cancel registration of an organization that might violate the law. 
The first victim of the law, which contradicted Article 22 (2) of the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, was Own. This women’s legal-aid group in Port Sudan was suspended by a registrar’s administrative decision. Own bank account with the Sudanese French Bank was further sequestrated, including a fund obtained from the European Union to strengthen the women’s civil society to claim basic human rights.

By the end of September, the University of Khartoum Professors’ Union brought a case to the Constitutional Court versus the Government of Sudan and the administration of the university. The case disputed a decree issued by the unions’ registrar for the council of the university to deny the legal existence of the professors’ union, which had been recently elected by faculty. The Union considered the decree a breach of the unions’ law (2006), the law of professional associations (2004), the Interim Constitution, and the CPA, as well as instruments of international law.
October 6, the authorities forbade the Sudanese Communist Party from carrying out a political meeting at the Maygoma Square in Khartoum. The prohibition contradicted provisions of the CPA and the Interim Constitution.

October 17, the police forces and other concerned authorities stopped the Ramadan Family League and collaborating parties from a ceremony planned at the Umma House in Omdurman. The roads to the ceremony were tightly closed by police cordon. 
By mid November, hundreds of the university professors in their 60ies age of retirement received university letters asking them to evacuate the campus residence by January 2007. Discriminating by age, the decision deprived the university from a significant section of its best academic and professional expertise. Based on private resources, the Gezira and the Neelain universities exempted their own faculty from this forced retirement. Other professors, including 257 faculty members with doctorate or professorship status, have been facing the danger of immediate dismissal to the detriment of the country’s high education.

Arbitrary Arrests and Trials
August 1, the security forces interrogated Mus’ad Mohamed ‘Ali and Nagat Daffa’-Allah who work for the Amal Center in Nyala. Interrogated separately about dissemination of “false” information, the two activists were accused of breaching the public order. Soon after released, the security officials said they would transfer the case to the Attorney General. Two days earlier, other members of the Amal Center had been interrogated on their activities at the Fatasha refugees’ camp. The interrogations included Rasha al-Saraj and Ibtisam al-Sammani.

The authorities arrested in the Nile State four of the Makabrab indigenous people who had submitted a memo to the state government protesting the acquisition of part of the Makabrab land by government decision to Manasir migrants. The detainees were Hassan ‘Arman Mohamed ‘Arman, al-Tayeb Osman al-Makabrabi, ‘Ali Mohamed Ibrahim, and ‘Ali ‘Abd-Allah Kadak.

August 10, following a dispute on the administrative jurisdiction of the Khoy town at the Abu Zaid locality in Noirth Kordofan, the security authorities detained twenty notables of the area, including ‘Abd al-Rahim Mekki, Ibrahim Tumsah, Muslim AbuGrain, Ahmed Hamid AbuHawa, Gad-Allah Daw-albeit, Isma’il  Ibrahim al-Badeen, Ibrahim Mekki Eisa, Ahmed Gabir al-Tom, and al-Dukhri Ahmed Hamid.
August 30, tens of citizens in Khartoum were arrested, ill-treated, and put to trial accused of participation in a peaceful demonstration protesting price rises in petrol and sugar. The demonstration was organized by alliance of a great many political parties, organizations, and associations that aimed to submit a memo of protest to the president. Hundreds of police and security officers confronted the demonstration with vehement violence, closing all roads to the presidency and arresting about 35 demonstrators and pedestrians. The arrestees were put to trial the next day accused of riot and breach of the public order (sections 67 and 69 of the Penal Code 1991). 
The court condemned 11 citizens and released 25 people. Those condemned and sentenced with 30,000 fines or a moth in imprisonment were Mohamed Ibrahim Hour, al-Amin Idris Awad, Mohyiddin Hassan al-Tahir, ‘Abd-Allah ‘Abd al-Salam, Higazi ‘Ali, and Mohamed Omer Idris. Serajaddin Yousif and Suliman Tahir were sentenced two months imprisonment. Siddig Hassan and Nazik Izzaddin ‘Abbas were fined with10,000 pounds or a month in imprisonment. 
The citizens acquitted by court for lack of evidence or absence of complainant included ‘Abd al-Gadir Mubarak ‘Abbas, Garang Akwang Makoal, Hatim al-Amin Gadain, Mohamed Bedawi Qurashi, Abu Obeida Ibrahim Musalam, Ahmed Izzayriq Ahmed, Iman Mohamed ‘Abd al-Rahim, Zakiya Mohamed Siddig, Nagi Mahgoub Mohamed, Ibrahim al-Saffi, Mamoun Yousif al-Mamoun, Dr. Mohamed Yagoub Shaddad, in addition to 13 students from the University of Khartoum.
Before marching began in the morning of August 30, the political section of the National Security Department interrogated four of the key activists of the demonstration and detained them. These were Sattiya Mohamed al-Haj, al-Haj Waraq Seed Ahmed, Ibrahim Ahmed al-Sheikh, al-Fatih Omer al-Sa’eed, and Mohamed Dia’-addin.
In El-Obeid tens of citizens were arrested by the end of August because they participated in a peaceful demonstration. Eleven citizens were put to trial and sentenced for six months’ term of imprisonment or a fine of 200,000 pounds. They included Ahmed al-Bashir, chair of the Umma Party in the region, Mohamed al-Mannan Salih, Hamid Murkaz Khareef, Hamid Bashir al-Daw Musa, Omer Hussain, Rabih Mohamed Rabih, Mohamed al-Bushra Ahmed al-Khalifa, Siddig Musa Muqaddam, Adam Bashir ‘Abid, ‘Aysha Mohamed Rahal, and Amna Nayil.

September 1, the authorities detained four activists in the city of Kosti to foil a demonstration scheduled in the following day. The detainees were ‘Ammar al-Sir Ahmed, Mustafa ‘Abbas, Merawi, and Mudathir, who were released after three hours’ interrogation.
September 5, the authorities apprehended three members of the Communist Party in Khartoum, Hassan Hasab-Allah, ‘Imad-addin Ahmed, and Mu’taz Shihata, in possession of announcements protesting the price rises. The detainees were tried in the following day.

September 6, the authorities arrested demonstrators of a peaceful rally in Khartoum and rushed them to trial. The prompt trials imprisoned each of the detainees for a month’s term of imprisonment. The detainees included Bushra al-Sayim, ‘Abd al-Mahmoud Mohamed al-Wali, Siddiq al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, Marwa Mohamed al-Haj Omer ‘Abd-Allah, Mou’iz Kamal ‘Abbas, and Mohamed ‘Abd al-Saboor. 
The court sentenced with terms of imprisonment for two months Mohamed Suliman Har, Mariam al-Sadiq al-Mahdi (who was released in the following day by presidential amnesty being a mother of a newly-born child). The court acquitted Murtada al-Ghali, ‘Ammar Osman Mohamed, Siddiq Ahmed ‘Adlan, Tamir al-Mudawi Hassan al-Mudawi, Sara Nugd-Allah, ‘Abd-Allah Hamid, Marwa Mamoun al-Haj, and al-Fadil ‘Ali Mohamed Sayed. Although defense lawyers won successfully their appeals vis-à-vis the court condemnations, the sentenced citizens spent more than half of the imposed terms of imprisonment in jail.
Mon’im al-Jak, a human rights’ activist, was one of the detainees. In the same day of the trials, the authorities apprehended two persons affiliated with the UN Office in Khartoum because they conducted interviews and made footings of the demonstrations protesting the price rises. The arrested Scottish and the Palestinian-British nationals were subjected to police investigation at the northern precinct of the Khartoum Police. The police investigations were conducted without prior permission from the ministry of foreign affairs.

In El-Obeid, a court sentenced with a term of imprisonment for a month, or 150,000 pounds, ten political leaders that participated in a peaceful demonstration protesting price rises. The sentenced persons were Mohamed Ahmed al-Dayi, Bellah al-Sharif, Hassan Adam ‘Abd-Allah al-Ansari, Hassan Daoud, Mohamed Nasr-Allah, ‘Imad Sayed ‘Abd al-Rahman Kabbashi, al-Hadi Osman Mohamed, Qasam ‘Abd-Allah Barbar, Ibrahim al-Manafouli, and Mohamed Yousif al-‘Ashie.
September 9, the legal activist Mohamed Badawi Mohamed Badawi was summoned at the security office in al-Fashir where he was detained the whole day before released without charge. Badawi was summoned in the next day and detained for the whole day. 

September 16, the security office arrested Safaa ‘Abd al-Rahim Sarore, Nafisa Mohamed Adam, and ‘Awatif Mohamed Adam who worked for the Amal Center in al-Fashir. The activists were detained for hours at the security place. On October 2, the authorities summoned Safaa ‘Abd al-Rahim for another interrogation.

September 25, the security forces of al-Genaina arrested ‘Ali Mohamed Isma’il, a member of the Massaleit people, together with 12 other persons. It was believed Ibrahim Barzy died in jail. All detainees were tortured by severe beatings, They were chained, and their heads immersed in water.

September 25, a group of the SPLM in Juba arrested two northern merchants, Ahmed ‘Ali Mukhtar and his cousin Yasir ‘Abd al-Baqi while they were returning from airport with a great sum of money. The two detainees were kept in custody more than a week before released and returned to Juba on October 2 by official intervention from both northern and southern authorities
September 28, the National Security Department arrested Abul-Qasim Ahmed Abul-Qasim who arrived at the Khartoum airport deported from Saudi Arabia where he had been living with his family for a long time. Qasim arrest was related to opposition stands against the Government of Sudan, besides his public support for UN forces in Darfur during a meeting held by the Sudanese Embassy in the Saudi Kingdom. Abul-Qasim was a member of the negotiating team of the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) in the Abuja peace talks. He became a representative of the SLA non-signatories to the Abuja Peace Agreement. Earlier on September 15, his brother Zakariyah Ahmed Abul-Qasim had been arrested without charge by the Security Department in Khartoum.
Between mid September and the end of the month the security authorities arrested in Khartoum tens of citizens descendants of Western Sudan. Mansour Mohamed Abul-Qasim, Badi’ Ibrahim ‘Ali, Ahmed Ishaq Mohamed Sika, Zakariyah Mohamed Adam Mohamed, ‘Ali Mohamed ‘Abd-Allah, Sisi Atem Mohamed Salama, ‘Abd al-Mageed ‘Ali ٍ’Abd al-Mageed, Mubarak Ibrahim Yahya, Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed, Hamdi Ishaq Mohamed Toka, Omer ‘Abd al-Mageed, al-Baqir Mohamed Yousif, al-Baqir Daoud Mohamed Bahr-addin, Mohamed Ahmed AbuZaid, and Mohamed Adam. The detainees were individually arrested from their homes in Khartoum. Their relatives were not able to know the whereabouts of their detention or the charges against them. 

By the end of September, the authorities arrested in the Jongli State members of the executive office of the State Labor Union following the breakdown of negotiations with the government on the application of a new wage structure. The latter was approved by the government last April and applied in all southern states, except Jongli.

By the end of September and the opening of October, the intelligence unit of the SPLM launched a wave of arrests of elements of the National Congress in Equatoria. The detainees included ‘Abd-Allah al-Wakeel, Awad Kasenga, Paul Obaya, and Arka Angelo Thompson.

The first days of November, the authorities released 21 officers already tried last year by accusations concerning a coup attempt in collaboration with the Darfur rebels. About 30 others were not released. Those released were retired pilot colonel Mohyi-ddin Abbakar Mohamed Salih, ret. colonel Jabir Mohamed Hasab-Allah, ret. engineer colonel ‘Abd-Allah Mohamed Adam, ret. major ‘Abd al-Rahman Fadl Haroun, ret. captain Khalid Osman Nasr Hamdan, ret. pilot captain al-Haj ‘Abd-Allah al-Haj Ahmed, ret. captain ‘Abd-Allah Shamain ‘Abd al-Jabar, ret. captain Sayed al-Magboul Adam Haj Alban, ret. captain Salah-addin al-Atiya ‘Ajeeb, ret. captain Yagoub al-Doma Nasr, ret. captain Yasir Zakriyah Ibrahim, ret. captain ‘Imad-addin Adam ‘Abd-Allah, ret. captain ‘Abd al-Magid ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmed, ret. captain Osman Ibrahim Osman, ret. captain Ahmed Abbakar Ahmed, ret. captain ‘Ali Ibrahim ‘Ali, captain Ahmed Ibrahim Dahab ‘Abd al-Salam, captain Khalid al-Zain Mohyi-iddin, first-lieutenant Ahmed ‘Abd-Allah Ahmed Adam, and ret. first lieutenant Mohamed al-Doud  Abbakar. 
Extra-Judicial Killings
By the mid-day of September 14, a mounting-camels’ armed group dressed in military uniform raided a group of the displaced people of Otash camp, who were on their way to another camp of the displaced people in Doma. Four persons were killed and 9 injured by fire arms. The murdered citizens were Kaltoum Adam Mohamed, Maryam Adam ‘Abd al-Baqi, Nihal Mohamed ‘Abd-Allah, and Jumaa ‘Abd al-Rahman Adam. Also injured in the attack were Adam Ibrahim Mohamed, ‘Arif Hussain Abul-Qasim, Adam Mohamed Omer, Idris ‘Abd-Allah Omer, Mohamed ‘Abd-Allah Omer, Shogar, ‘Abd al-Mageed ‘Abd al-Rahman Adam, Ibrahim ‘Abd al-Haq Yagoub, and Abbakar Hassan Abul-Qasim. 
September 27, an air raid over KosaKorna in the area of Siyah north east al-Fashir murdered three women: Halima ‘Eisa Abaqir and the two sisters Maryam and Hawa Ishaq Isma’il.
October 4, a group of the Janjaweed militias attacked the Kilma camp in South Darfur killing two of the displaced population and injuring another person. The murdered citizens were Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim and al-Noor Arbab.

In the period of time between October 20 and 23, the government air force bombarded regularly the villages neighboring the border with Chad; tens were either killed or injured.

By mid August, almost 60 people were killed at the Lakes State in South Sudan in a tribal feud on water and range between the Aqar and the Jok Dinka clans. The last ten days of October, armed groups attacked the villages around Juba, killing 40 people and terrorizing the villagers. 

October 29, about 60 people lost their lives in militia attacks on four villages in the Jebel Moon area.

By the end of October the area of Qurayda received a series of armed attacks killing tens of citizens, including Al-Haj Daoud and al-Haj ‘Abd al-Karim, and resulting in robberies, brigandage, and rapes. 
November 7, the government admitted for the first time that “unruly Arab tribes” committed massacres in Salyi’a and a number of villages in West Darfur. Thirty-three persons, including three women and four children, were murdered by the attackers. Shertay Ja’far ‘Abd al-Hakam Ishaq, the Governor of West Darfur, announced in a press conference in al-Ginayna that a fact-finding committee found that an unruly group of some Arab tribes launched the attack on six villages. Other sources of information indicated that the murdered persons were more than 150 citizens.

November 11, the government air force bombarded villages in North Darfur. In the village of ‘Ali Azraq, six citizens, including four children, were murdered. The victims of the air raid were Hayder Ibrahim Omer (13 years old), Rodwan Ibrahim Omer (6 years), Ibrahim Musa Ibrahim (9 years), Fatima Musa Ibrahim (6 years), Roda ‘Abd-Allah, and ‘Eisa Mohamed Haroun.

November 11, a group of the Janjaweed supported by the Sudanese Armed Forces attacked the town of Serba north of al-Ginayna town. Thirty-eight civilians, mostly children, were murdered. More than 100 homes were demolished.

During November 11-13, the Janjaweed groups supported by government troops launched attacks on the villages of the De’ain locality in South Darfur: Ingabul-Donky, Motawarid, Um Qadima, Labus, Fadila, Hilat Jum’a, Taalba, and Um Rami. About 30 persons were killed, including ‘Abd-Allah Juma’ ‘Abd al-Bashir, Bashir Yagoub Abd-Allah, Adam Domi, ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmed Abbakar, ‘Ali Dasho, al-Haj Mursal Abbakar Nayal, Fadl Adam, ‘Ali Mohamed Khatir, Jorma Safi al-Nour, Suliman Mohamed Abbakar, Ibrahim ‘Abd al-Rahman, al-Hadi Juma’, Idris Ishaq, Adam Shuqar.
About the closing days of November, 75 persons, many northern civilians, were killed in armed conflicts in Juba. The authorities have not yet unmasked motives of the murders. The victims included Mohamed al-Tayeb Mahmoud Salih, the director of an air taxi company, Omer Hamid al-Dayi, a merchant, Hafiz Osman Dahiya, and Yasir Babiker Daw-albeit.

In November 27, armed conflict erupted in Malkal between the SPLA and militias supported by the Sudanese Armed Forces. About 150 citizens, mostly civilians, were murdered. Earlier in November, an armed group murdered twelve persons. Seventeen others, mostly elderly and children, were missed in the Beer Daqiq area north of West Darfur. The residences of these citizens were rubbed and demolished.
December, groups of the Janjaweed militias attacked al-Fashir, the biggest city in Darfur, committing murders, robbery, brigandage, and burning to earth the private property of people without attempts by the local authorities or the AU force to stop them. Mani Arko Minawi, the SLA senior assistant to the president on Darfur, claimed his force resisted the attack. The North Darfur governor submitted collective resignations protesting the attacks and admitting failure to protect the civilians.

December 9, armed militias attacked a truck on its way from Ginayna to Serba. Thirty persons were killed, including five teachers. The victims’ families demonstrated before the headquarters of the AU. Some AU troopers entered in a conflict with the demonstrators that led to the killing of two AU soldiers, besides the abduction of eights others and the crew of a copter. 

December 11, three of the displaced people were killed by the AU soldiers who claimed they had been using arms in self defense vis-à-vis nationals disputing the murdering of tens of their relatives by government militias.
December 31, the government air force raided the villages of Inka and OmRay in North Darfur, killing and wounding tens of the civilian population. 
The Refugees and Displaced Population
Towards the end of October, the UNHRC suspended the program of voluntary return to the Sudanese refugees from North Uganda to South Sudan after the killing of tens of civilians by armed raiding on the road connecting the two territories. The UN decided the program would resume only after assessment of the security situation.

In December, the UN resumed the resettlement of Sudanese refugees from Ethiopia to South Sudan after six months of full stoppage in the rainy season.

The first batch of the returnees was composed of 500 persons. The UN hoped it would be able to return 11,000 refugees in the upcoming six months out of 70,000 Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia. All in all, 20,000 Sudanese returnees were resettled out of 350,000 total Southerner refugees. About 90,000 refugees, however, might have returned to Sudan without assistance from the UN or some other source.

In Israel, it was hoped the crisis of about 200 Sudanese refugees arrested and detained in intelligence centers, while trying to enter Israel via Egypt, would be resolved. The refugees applied for political asylum. Most recently, a judicial committee recommended their release from jail to be admitted as political refugees until the Darfur crisis would be resolved. 

Lately, the size of refuge applicants escaping the battlefields of Darfur has been increasing. Tens of thousands of new refugees escaped from Darfur to Chad.
The conditions of these refugees, as well the displaced people of Darfur, worsened. Many relief agencies had been forced to abandon their activities due to the harassment of the authorities or security taboos. In August, Doctors without Border limited the scope of their activities in Darfur in protest of the security deterioration and the continuous threats against their group. 
In November, the Norway Refugee Council froze its activity in Western Sudan due to the bad conditions of the region. Recently, the Norway Council had been suspended by the Sudanese authorities for two months. That was the fifth suspension of the council in the last two years. The conditions of about 300,000 displaced persons, who used to receive the council services in five camps in Darfur, have steeply deteriorated. The council employed 150 local employees, in addition to 12 foreigners. The Norwegian Red Cross and a church charities program might end their activities for the same reasons.
By mid November, the Sudanese authorities deported an international organization of migration from South Darfur accused of abetting the displaced people not to return to their residential areas. In the same time, the German relief agency Welthinger Highlife said it would withdraw its working team from West Darfur for security reasons. The same organization published a report on the cases of 80 rapes monitored at the Kalma camp. 
November 19, the government of South Darfur suspended the Norwegian U.R.C. organization for good from the State, accused of violating its humanitarian mandate and jeopardizing the sovereignty of the State.

November 15, Jan England, the UN assistant secretary general for humanitarian affairs, was forced to terminate his trip to Darfur in protest of the government’s restrictions on his scheduled visits. The Sudanese authorities disallowed the international official from visiting six areas in central and north Darfur for security reasons, as they claimed. England had been prevented on November 14 from entering the displaced camps in al-Ginayna, the capital of West Darfur, also for security reasons.

The first weeks of December, international relief agencies withdrew a great many of their working teams from five main regions, al-Fashir and Kutum in north Darfur, De’ain and Shi’iriya in south Darfur, and Kolobus in west Darfur.

By mid December, the international relief agencies withdrew more than 250 employees from Darfur for security reasons. These withdrawals from the part of Concern, World Aid, International Relief Committee, W.F., among others threatened to cut the relief materials from about 500,000 people of the needy population. 
In the last week of October, the Sudanese authorities ended the mission of the Special Reporter to the UN Secretary General, Ean Pronk, asking him to leave the country in 24 hours declared as persona no grata. It is believed that the government’s action came about in protest of the Reporter’s statements on the demoralizing spirit de corps of the government’s armed forces due to recent losses in military actions. 
The United Nations moved 200 of its employees from al-Fashir for fear of the increasing activities of the Janjaweed in the city.
Will South and North Parliamentarians 

Salvage the CPA?
Mohamed Hassan Daoud
On January 9, 2006, the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement signed under immense regional and international pressures a Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) comprising six protocols: the Machakos Protocol (July 2002) that represent a general framework to determine the principles of governance, the transitional process, and the systems of rule, besides the right to self determination for the people of South Sudan and the issues of religion and state. 
The other protocols were composed of the protocol on security arrangements (September 2003); the protocol on wealth sharing (January 2004); the protocol on power sharing (May 2004); the protocol on resolving the conflict in Southern Kordofan/Nuba Mountains and the Blue Nile States (May 2004); and the protocol on resolving the conflict in Abyei Area (May 2004); in addition to two subsequent agreements on the final cease-fire and security arrangements and the methods of implementing the signed protocols. 
It is right to assume that the CPA expressed the major interests of the signing partners. The CPA provided the National Congress Party (NCP) with full State control of the North, and guaranteed similar status for the SPLM over the South. The agreement allowed the authorities in both parties to escape accountability of the atrocities committed against human rights during the decades of armed conflict such as extra-judicial killing, rape, slavery, tortures, displacement, and other crimes by the two partners or their supporting militias.  
Despite all these and other violations, however, the opposition political forces of the country, including the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) welcomed the CPA. The NDA considered the CPA “a significant step in the path of ending civil war and resolving the root causes of the unsettled Sudan’s crisis. The CPA constitutes a basis of reinstituting the national unity and building on new foundations differently from those prevailing since the dawn of independence. These foundations should observe the prerequisites of governing the regions by decentralized rule and the sharing of power and development. They should equally observe the necessary balance between the center and the regions to assure the unity of the nation with its ethnic, religious, and cultural diversity.” 
The NDA pledged, “It will invest in this unique opportunity the agreement made possible to resolve the Sudan’s Crisis by stressing and developing the positive aspects of the agreement. The NDA will exert the effort, at the same time, to correct imbalances of the CPA in the light of the fact that the agreement has been signed by only two parties of the political formula of the Sudan, in addition to a number of observations approved by the NDA evaluation of the protocols.”
The political forces and the civil society organizations held that the CPA will possibly convert into a real comprehensive agreement for all groups. They thought the CPA will be a practical modality for a democratic transformation of the country that should realize implementation of the international human rights norms. 
The Nairobi Declaration on the Final Phase of Peace in the Sudan (June 5, 2004) emphasized “a democratic system of governance … founded on the values of justice, democracy, good governance, respect for the fundamental rights and freedom, and tolerance of diversity within Sudan as a whole.”
The Protocol on Power Sharing General Principle, Paragraph 5-4-1 stresses the “Pursuit of good governance, accountability, transparency, democracy, and the rule of law at all levels of government to achieve lasting peace.”
In fact, the CPA indicated in preamble it is “determined to crown the valuable achievement of this Peace Process by arriving at an equitable and fair formula for sharing power in the Sudan; [and is equally] resolved to usher in an era of responsible, just, transparent, people-led and integrity based governance.”
On Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Article 6-1 of the Protocol stipulates: “The Republic of the Sudan, including all levels of Government throughout the country, shall comply fully with its obligations under the international human rights treaties to which it is or becomes a party… and the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights. The Republic of the Sudan should endeavor to ratify other human rights treaties which it has signed… The rights and freedoms to be enjoyed under Sudanese law, in accordance with the provisions of the treaties referred to above, include, in particular, the following: Life; Personal Liberty; Slavery; Torture; Fair Trial; Privacy; Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion; Freedom of Expression; Freedom of Assembly and Association; Family and Marriage; Right to Vote; Equality Before the Law; Freedom from Discrimination; Freedom of Movement; The Rights of Children; Equal Rights of Men and Women.”
During the two years of implementing the CPA, three other agreements, the Cairo Agreement (June 2005) which included detailed account of the requirements of democratizing the partisan State systems and institutions into national ones, applying justice for the victims of injustices, accountability for the abuses of power throughout the Salvation Rule, and rallying all political forces around a program of national consensus to rule over the transitional period; the Abuja Agreement (May 2006); and the Asmara Agreement (October 2006). The partners who signed these agreements with the government complained from the elusiveness of the government and its non-commitment to provisions of the agreements. All calls on the consolidation of these agreements together with the CPA in one national agreement were unheeded.

Two years of implementing the CPA have not changed the former system of rule: the NCP continues to seize all reins of legislative and executive powers since it monopolizes an automatic majority in the government and the National Council to handicap the march of democratic transition. The laws restricting freedoms still rule; the NCP domination prevails in the State institutions and media. Censorship continues as well over the press and media. Journalists are arrested and detained for their different opinions; and arbitrary arrest, curtailment of civil society and political parties is unabated. 
The NCP frustrates all attempts that endeavor to reform the security departments or the police force. All parties complain, including the SPLM, from the slow implementation of the agreements. The major Umma party and the al-Mutamar al-Sha’bi among other important groups are excluded from the agreements. 
Exchanging accusations, the CPA partners put the blame of depressing the process of peace on each other. The climax of this exchange occurred in the second anniversary of the CPA at Juba. The SPLM Chairman, First Vice-President Salva Kiir, attacked severely the NCP for the slow implementation of the CPA. Kiir cautioned about the risky repercussions of the CPA poor performance on the unity of the country. Kiir said his CPA partner continued to support armed militias that destabilize the South. He accused his partner of supporting the Ugandan Lord Army. 
The President accused, on his turn, the SPLM of indecisiveness of the pending agenda as well as deliberately slowing the CPA implementation. The two partners, however, admitted the need to carry on the CPA. Calling on the other political forces to support the CPA and the unity of the country, they pledged to support the CPA and never wage acts of war again.
What can the Sudanese political forces in the North and the South, especially the Members of Parliament, do to activate the CPA towards the establishment of a real democratic society?

To begin with, it must be admitted that the two parliaments, the National Council in the North and the South Sudan Parliament, are not well-expressive of the political realities of the North or the South. Significant political forces are made absent whereas other groups have been undeservedly represented in terms of their real political weight.

It is also fair to assume that both legislative bodies have been formed only to serve interests of the two peace partners, the NCP and the SPLM.

Article 117 of the Interim Constitution 2005 stipulates the formula of the national legislature: “(1) Pending the elections, the National Assembly shall be composed of 450 members who shall be appointed by the President of the Republic in consultation with the First Vice President, according to the seventy per cent and thirty per cent (70%/ 30% ) north and south ratio, as follows: (a) National Congress Party (NCP) shall be represented by fifty two per cent (52%: 49% northerners and 3% southerners), (b) The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) shall be represented by twenty eight per cent (28%: 21% southerners and 7% northerners), (c) Other northern political forces shall be represented by fourteen per cent (14%). (d) Other southern political forces shall be represented by six per cent (6%).”
The SPLM enjoys absolute majority in the South Parliament, similar to the status of the NCP in the North. Until the term of the parliaments ends in a period of three years, the two parliaments might be able to enforce many decisions to maintain the CPA and supervise over its performance. In addition, the parliaments can make new laws to achieve the democratic transition and to strengthen the censorial tasks over the executive and institutions of the State, in particular, the financial and administrative corruption and authority abuses.
Many parliamentarians, especially at the National Council, raised many important issues. But their efforts were undermined by partisan interests and the absence of direct coordination with the public at large to make true the democratic transformations. The democrats of the two parliaments are required to put stronger pressures to expedite the democratic transition from inside the legislative assemblies. 
Equally importantly, they are required to start building up a broad front of all the forces and organizations, whether represented or not in the parliaments. The members of parliaments must strengthen their ties with the masses to voice their grievances and to raise the public awareness about the anti-democratic forces. It is important to pay attention to the fact that the performance of these parliamentarians will perhaps form the map of the political forces of the country in the next elections after completion of the transitional period. 
Rural Women Question Gender, 
Abuses of Authority
Maryam Hadeen

I am a rural woman from North Darfur. My name is Maryam. I have five children. None of them is yet in school. I am also pregnant. 

I have never before complained from the multiple tasks I daily perform at my village in the far surroundings of the city. Water is difficult to get for we have no Metro water as people have in the city. We drink from the same waterholes our animals use. 

A doctor from al-bandar (the city) once cautioned us about the possible illnesses we get with our children and elderly from drinking water with animals: “Your husbands work in the city and enjoy clean drinking water. You got to be careful about the water you drink in the village,” said the doctor.

A group of rural women filling their pots from the waterhole smiled at him: “You can’t make our water clean, doctor. But the governor can, if he wants! He and his soldiers take a lot of money from us, our animals, and our plants. You are all men!”

Every morning, I wake up before sunrise. Our village is located in the middle of the desert; in bewilderment. Most of the year, the weather is hot and dry. But the rains nourish the soil, grow berries, and spread pleasant scent in the air. That is when we grow seeds, make local foods, and prepare ourselves and families for marriage ceremonies with lots of singing and dancing.”

My father is a Mecca pilgrim, a haj, as they addressed him in the village and the neighboring villages where we have many relatives and friends. Abouya used to lead the dancing and singing sometimes, especially if the bridegroom was his kin. Abouya was a pious man who usually led the prayers at the small mosque of the village. He had three wives other than my mother. They all liked him and respected him. He had many animals and was known for generosity and good hospitality to all our visitors.

Our life was nice; my husband used to work in the agricultural schemes of Managil for some years before he turned to the city to work as a manual worker. Years ago, he abandoned his job: “I am fired,” he told us. But he has been lately working with an oil-company in Kosti. 

We haven’t seen him for 2 years. Still, he sends money and gifts for the children from time to time. He is a forgiving kind man who hasn’t harmed any person in his life. But I am afraid he will not like what happened to me most recently.

It happened in a hot and dry evening. I spent the whole day from sunrise to sunset carrying water from remote waterholes to the village. I needed a lot of water for my mother and children, as well as Abouya and his venerated guests. 

It was dark; and I was worn-out. I decided, however, to make one more shift so that my father would find enough water in the early morning when he would be waking up for the dawn prayers with his guests.

It was darker when I finally filled up my pots with water and turned slowly towards the village hardly dragging a body with worn out with fatigue. 

“Stop where you are! Don’t move!” 

I heard the frightening voices yelling at me from every side of the place. 

First, I thought it was some hallucinations, which we, people of the desert, sometimes experience with mirage, especially when we are tired of searching for or carrying water, or collecting cooking wood.

But the voices became louder. All at a sudden, I realized they were real, hostile, and terrorizing. 

“The Janjaweed!” my lips hardly whispered, as my tears showered the sand beneath my shaken feet. The very name of Janjaweed frightened every single person in our village. What frightened us more were the government officers who always rushed to silence Abouya and his respectable guests from the neighboring villages, whenever they complained from the Jnajaweed. 

Never did I, however, imagine that the Janjaweed will surround me, face-to-face, by myself, in this remote desert.
“Save me my Lord!” I started praying.
I cried bitterly and fell over my pots whose water sank immediately into the endless sands. The last I saw was a number of savage-looking men, heavily armed, mounting strong war-like camels. The warriors dismounted and in a minute began beating me up. They tore my body and broke my bones. 

That was when I questioned, for the first time in my 40 years of age why Abouya never taught me to take arms to be able to defend my self against aggression? Why Ummi [my mother] taught me only to carry water pots, collect wood, cook food, serve visitors, dance and sing in festivals, and be a good servant to my husband and children? 
… Months later, I felt the life of a new baby moving inside my body. 

My father did not live to see my devastated soul or aggrieved mind. Like al-Haj Abouya, Ummi did not live to hear the story of the Janjaweed raping her beloved, dedicated, and hard-working loving daughter.

“Weren’t the Janjaweed men born by women?” I asked in great distress and sadness. 

I don’t know how my husband would receive this news. He hasn’t contacted me for some time. He is overworked by the oil-company. If he hears the news, I am sure he will take arms and join rebel groups to take revenge of the Janjaweed who murdered my parents, destroyed our home, burnt the whole village, and impregnated me with acts of violence and terror in the peaceful space surrounding our peaceful home.

I pray: May the Almighty Lord take revenge from the Janjaweed villains. I hope I will live long enough to see them and all those protecting them accused and deservedly punished by a just judge.

We are rural women. We haven’t received education in schools. But the hardships of life, the values of Dar Abouya [the home of my father], the kindness of Ummi, and the goodness of our families taught us to be good to ourselves and to the others. 

No peace will ever return to our life if the Janjaweed rapists continue to commit their ugly crimes: free, armed, protected, and answerable to no one.
No strength will ever protect our life from aggression unless we learn how to defend ourselves, regardless of any classifications by sex or by gender relations. 
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